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Chapter 1

Introduction

1.1 The problem with conventional textbooks

The problem with conventional textbooks is that they often have the following goals.

1. They want readers to be able to use functional and polite Japanese as quickly as possible.

2. They don't want to scare readers away with terrifying Japanese script and Chinese char-
acters.

3. They want to teach you how to say English phrases in Japanese.

Traditionally with romance languages such as Spanish, these goals present no problems or are
nonexistent due to the similarities to English. However, because Japanese is different in just
about every way down to the fundamental ways of thinking, these goals create many of the
confusing textbooks you see today. They are usually filled with complicated rules and countless
number of grammar for specific English phrases. They also contain almost no Kanji and so
when you finally arrive in Japan, lo and behold, you discover you can't read menus, maps, or
essentially anything at all because the book decided you weren't smart enough to memorize
Chinese characters.

The root of this problem lies in the fact that these textbooks try to teach you Japanese with
English. They want to teach you on the first page how to say, "Hi, my name is Smith," but they
don't tell you about all the arbitrary decisions that were made behind your back. They probably
decided to use the polite form even though learning the polite form before the dictionary form
makes no sense. They also might have decided to include the subject even though it's not
necessary and omitted most of the time. In fact, the most common way to say something like
"My name is Smith" in Japanese is to say "Smith". That's because most of the information is
understood from the context and is therefore omitted. But does most textbooks explain the way
things work in Japanese fundamentally? No, because they're too busy trying to push you out
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1.2. A JAPANESE GUIDE TO LEARNING JAPANESE GRAMOHMRPTER 1. INTRODUCTION

the door with "useful" phrases right off the bat. The result is a confusing mess of "use this if you
want to say this" type of text and the reader is left with a feeling of confusion about how things
actually work.

The solution to this problem is to explain Japanese from a Japanese point of view. Take
Japanese and explain how it works and forget about trying to force what you want to say in
English into Japanese. To go along with this, it is also important to explain things in an order
that makes sense in Japanese. If you need to know [A] in order to understand [B], don't cover
[B] first just because you want to teach a certain phrase.

Essentially, what we need is a Japanese guide to learning Japanese grammar.

1.2 A Japanese guide to learning Japanese grammar

This guide is an attempt to systematically build up the grammatical structures that make up the
Japanese language in a way that makes sense in Japanese. It may not be a practical tool for
quickly learning immediately usable phrases such as for travel. However, it will logically create
successive building blocks that will result in a solid grammatical foundation. For those of you who
have learned Japanese from textbooks, you may see some big differences in how the material
is ordered and presented. This is because this guide does not seek to forcibly create artificial
ties between English and Japanese by presenting the material in a way that makes sense in
English. Instead, examples with translations will show how ideas are expressed in Japanese
resulting in simpler explanations that are easier to understand.

In the beginning, the English translations for the examples will also be as literal as possible
to convey the Japanese sense of the meaning. This will often result in grammatically incor-
rect translations in English. For example, the translations might not have a subject because
Japanese does not require one. In addition, since the articles "the" and "a" do not exist in
Japanese, the translations will not have them as well. And since Japanese does not distin-
guish between a future action and a general statement (such as "l will go to the store" vs. "I
go to the store"), no distinction will necessarily be made in the translation. It is my hope that
the explanation of the examples will convey an accurate sense of what the sentences actually
mean in Japanese. Once the reader becomes familiar and comfortable thinking in Japanese,
the translations will be less literal in order to make the sentences more readable and focused
on the more advanced topics.

Be aware that there are advantages and disadvantages to systematically building a grammatical
foundation from the ground up. In Japanese, the most fundamental grammatical concepts are
often the most difficult to truly understand. This means that the hardest part of the language will
come first. Textbooks usually don't take this approach; afraid that this will scare away or frus-
trate those interested in the language. Instead, they try to delay going deeply into the hardest
conjugation rules with patchwork and gimmicks so that they can start teaching useful expres-
sions right away. This is a fine approach for some, however; it can create more confusion and
trouble along the way, much like building a house on a poor foundation. The hard parts must be
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CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION 1.3. SUGGESTIONS

covered no matter what. However, if you cover them in the beginning, the easier parts will be
all that much easier because they'll fit nicely on top of the foundation you have built. Japanese
is syntactically much more consistent than English. If you learn the hardest conjugation rules,
most of remaining grammar builds upon similar or identical rules. The only difficult part from
there on is sorting out and remembering all the various possible expressions and combinations
in order to use them in the correct situations.

"INote: You will see half brackets like these: [] in the text. These are the Japanese version
of quotation marks.

1.3 Suggestions

Here's my advice for practicing Japanese: if you find yourself trying to figure out how to say an
English thought in Japanese, save yourself the trouble and stop because you won't get it right
most of the time. You should always keep in mind that if you don't know how to say it already,
then you don't know how to say it. Instead, if you can, ask someone how to say itin Japanese
including a full explanation of the answer and start practicing from Japanese. Language is not
a math problem; you don't have to figure out the answer. If you practice from the answer, you
will develop good habits that will help you formulate correct and natural Japanese sentences.

This is why I'm a firm believer of learning by example. Examples and experience will be your
main tools in mastering Japanese. Therefore, even if you don't understand something com-
pletely the first time, just move on and keep referring back as you see more examples. This will
allow you to get a better sense of how it's used in many different contexts. Even this guide will
not have all the examples to cover every situation. But lucky for you, Japanese is everywhere,
especially on the web. | recommend practicing Japanese as much as possible and referring to
this guide only when you cannot understand the grammar.

The Internet alone has a rich variety of reading materials including websites, bulletin boards,
and online chat. Buying Japanese books or comic books is also an excellent (and fun) way to
increase your vocabulary and practice reading skills. It's also important to keep in mind that it is
impossible to learn good speaking and listening skills without actually conversing in Japanese.
Practicing listening and speaking skills with fluent speakers of Japanese is a must if you wish
to master conversational skills. While audio listening material can be very educational, there
is nothing better than interacting with a real human for learning pronunciation, intonation, and
natural conversation flow. If you have specific questions that are not addressed in this guide,
you can ask them on my online forum at http://www.guidetojapanese.org/forum.

Don't feel discouraged by the vast amount of material that you will need to master. Remember
that every new word or grammar learned is one step closer to mastering the language!
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Chapter 2

The Writing System

2.1 The Scripts

Japanese consists of two scripts (referred to as kana) called Hiragana and Katakana, which are
two versions of the same set of sounds in the language. Hiragana and Katakana consist of a
little less than 50 "letters", which are actually simplified Chinese characters adopted to form a
phonetic script.

Chinese characters, called Kanji in Japanese, are also heavily used in the Japanese writing.
Most of the words in the Japanese written language are written in Kanji (nouns, verbs, adjec-
tives). There exists over 40,000 Kanji where about 2,000 represent over 95% of characters
actually used in written text. There are no spaces in Japanese so Kanji is necessary in dis-
tinguishing between separate words within a sentence. Kaniji is also useful for discriminating
between homophones, which occurs quite often given the limited number of distinct sounds in
Japanese.

Hiragana is used mainly for grammatical purposes. We will see this as we learn about particles.
Words with extremely difficult or rare Kaniji, colloquial expressions, and onomatopoeias are also
written in Hiragana. It's also often used for beginning Japanese students and children in place
of Kanji they don't know.

While Katakana represents the same sounds as Hiragana, it is mainly used to represent newer

words imported from western countries (since there are no Kanji associated with words based
on the roman alphabet). The next three sections will cover Hiragana, Katakana, and Kaniji.
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2.2. INTONATION CHAPTER 2. THE WRITING SYSTEM

2.2 Intonation

As you will find out in the next section, every character in Hiragana (and the Katakana equivalent)
corresponds to a [vowel] or [consonant + vowel] syllable sound with the single exception of the
[AJ] and [>] characters (more on this later). This system of letter for each syllable sound
makes pronunciation absolutely clear with no ambiguities. However, the simplicity of this system
does not mean that pronunciation in Japanese is simple. In fact, the rigid structure of the fixed
syllable sound in Japanese creates the challenge of learning proper intonation.

Intonation of high and low pitches is a crucial aspect of the spoken language. For example, ho-
mophones can have different pitches of low and high tones resulting in a slightly different sound
despite sharing the same pronunciation. The biggest obstacle for obtaining proper and natural
sounding speech is incorrect intonation. Many students often speak without paying attention to
the correct enunciation of pitches making speech sound unnatural (the classic foreigner's ac-
cent). It is not practical to memorize or attempt to logically create rules for pitches, especially
since it can change depending on the context or the dialect. The only practical approach is to
get the general sense of pitches by mimicking native Japanese speakers with careful listening
and practice.

2.3 Hiragana

Hiragana is the basic Japanese phonetic script. It represents every sound in the Japanese
language. Therefore, you can theoretically write everything in Hiragana. However, because
Japanese is written with no spaces, this will create nearly indecipherable text.

Here is a table of Hiragana and similar-sounding English consonant-vowel pronunciations. It is
read up to down and right to left, which is how most Japanese books are written. In Japanese,
writing the strokes in the correct order and direction is important, especially for Kanji. Because
handwritten letters look slightly different from typed letters (just like how 'a' looks totally different
when typed), you will want to use a resource that uses handwritten style fonts to show you
how to write the characters (see below for links). | must also stress the importance of correctly
learning how to pronounce each sound. Since every word in Japanese is composed of these
sounds, learning an incorrect pronunciation for a letter can severely damage the very foundation
on which your pronunciation lies.
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CHAPTER 2. THE WRITING SYSTEM 2.3. HIRAGANA

Hiragana - Click for stroke order and sound

n w r 'y m| h n t s k
A D | B F] R 2 = | M| a
(n)
d*| D H| O || B UL [ &L i
(chi) | (shi)
DI A |[H| D 9 | <|Du
(fu) (tsu)
2 n S| AN || T T (T X ]|e
= | D KB EF D] & < |2 |H|o
(o)

* = no longer used

You can listen to the pronunciation for each character by clicking on it in chart. If your browser
doesn't support audio, you can also download them. There are also other free resources with
audio samples.

Hiragana is not too tough to master or teach and as a result, there are a variety of web sites
and free programs that are already available on the web. | also suggest recording yourself and
comparing the sounds to make sure you're getting it right.

When practicing writing Hiragana by hand, the important thing to remember is that the stroke
order and direction of the strokes . There, | underlined, italicized, bolded, and highlighted
it to boot. Trust me, you'll eventually find out why when you read other people's hasty notes that
are nothing more than chicken scrawls. The only thing that will help you is that everybody writes
in the same order and so the "flow" of the characters is fairly consistent. | strongly recommend
that you pay close attention to stroke order from the beginning starting with Hiragana to avoid
falling into bad habits. While there are many tools online that aim to help you learn Hiragana,
the best way to learn how to write it is the old fashioned way: a piece of paper and pen/pencil.
Below are handy PDFs for Hiragana writing practice.

* Hiragana trace sheets
* japanese-lesson.com

» Hiroshi & Sakura

1 As an aside, an old Japanese poem called [L\3(3] was often used as the base for ordering
of Hiragana until recent times. The poem contains every single Hiragana character except for
[A] which probably did not exist at the time it was written. You can check out this poem for
yourself in this wikipedia article. As the article mentions, this order is still sometimes used in
ordering lists so you may want to spend some time checking it out.
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D

1.

Exceptfor [L1. 5] . D] . and [Al . youcan geta sense of how each letter is
pronounced by matching the consonant on the top row to the vowel. For example, [2]
would become / ki/and [W] would become / yu/and so on.

2. As you can see, not all sounds match the way our consonant system works. As written in
the table, [%] is pronounced "chi"and [D] is pronounced "tsu".

3. The/r/or/1/sound in Japanese is quite different from any sound in English. It involves
more of a roll and a clip by hitting the roof of your mouth with your tongue. Pay careful
attention to that whole column.

4. Pay careful attention to the difference between / tsu/and / su /.

5. The [A/] character is a special character because it is rarely used by itself and does not
have a vowel sound. It is attached to another character to add a/ n/ sound. For example,
[MA] becomes 'kan'instead of 'ka', [&A,] becomes 'man' instead of 'ma’, and so on
and so forth.

6. You must learn the correct stroke order and direction! Use either of the following pdf
practice sheets.

* Hiragana trace sheets
* japanese-lesson.com
» Hiroshi & Sakura

2.3.1 The Muddied Sounds

Once you memorize all the characters in Hiragana, there are still some additional sounds left
to be learned. There are five more consonant sounds that are written by either affixing two tiny
lines similar to a double quotation mark called dakuten (& 5=) or a tiny circle called handakuten

(FER

). This essentially creates a "muddy" or less clipped version of the consonant (technically

called a voiced consonantor [/ | , which literally means to become muddy).

All the voiced consonant sounds are shown in the table below.
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CHAPTER 2. THE WRITING SYSTEM 2.3. HIRAGANA

Voiced Hiragana - Click for Sound
p | b d z | g
FIE ° [ E[H a
v 5 [U|& i

4 | G
(dzu)
N|INXN| T [ (F e
F|EF]| & | |2 o

* Notice that 5] sounds essentially identical to U] and both are pronounced as / ji
/, while D] is pronounced like / dzu /.

2.3.2 TheSmall [t>] . [W] . and [XK]

You can also combine a consonant with a / ya / yu / yo / sound by attaching a small [{2] .
[W] . or [&K] tothe/i/vowel character of each consonant.

All small X2, D, and X combinations in Hiragana - Click for Sound
p b j g r m h n c s k
U [ U | U [ Eo | D [ [ O | [Cr | B | L | S0 | ya
U | U | U | 2w | Do |He [ O | ([Cw|Bw | L | Zw|yu
UL | Uk | Uk [ EL [ D& | FH&L | O&| [Tk | B&| Uk | E& | yo

g \otes

1. The above table is the same as before. Match the top consonants to the vowel sound on
the right. Ex: & t>= kya.

2. Also note that since [ U] is pronounced/ji/, allthe small [¥>] . W] . [X] sounds
are also based off of that, namely: /jya/jyu/jyo /.

3. The same thing also appliesto [%] which becomes/cha/chu/cho/and U] which
becomes / sha / shu / sho /. (Though arguably, you can still think of it as / sya / syu / syo

1)
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2.3.3 The Small [D]

Asmall [D] isinserted between two characters to carry the consonant sound of the second
character to the end of the first. For example, if you inserted a small [D] between [T}]
and [<] tomake [T} <] ,the/k/consonant sound is carried back to the end of the first
character to produce "bikku". Similarly, [(ED(X] becomes "happa", 32> <] becomes
"rokku" and so on and so forth.

Examples

1. &5 U (zas-shi) - magazine
2. 3w (kap-pu) - cup

g \otes

1. Asmall [D] is used to carry the consonant sound of the second character to the end of
the first. Ex: [M> &1 ="gakki".

2. The addition of another consonant almost always creates the characteristic clipping sound.
But make sure you're clipping with the right consonant (the consonant of the second char-
acter).

2.3.4 The Long Vowel Sound

Whew! You're almost done. In this last portion, we will go over the long vowel sound which is
simply extending the duration of a vowel sound. You can extend the vowel sound of a character
by adding either 3] . [uL\] . or D] depending on the vowel in accordance to the
following chart.

Extending Vowel Sounds

Vowel Sound | Extended by
lal %)
lilel 0N
lulol >

For example, if you wanted to create an extended vowel sound from [/‘] , you would add
[85] tocreate [Hd] . Other examples would include: & — &L\ , [ <51, [iF
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— T, [ —>CZ2], & - &3] andsoon. The reasoning for this is quite simple. Try
saying [/h'] and [4p] separately. Then say them in succession as fast as you can. You'l
notice that soon enough, it sounds like you're dragging out the / ka / for a longer duration than
just saying / ka / by itself. When pronouncing long vowel sounds, try to remember that they are
really two sounds merged together.

It's important to make sure you hold the vowel sound long enough because you can be saying
things like "here" (C C) instead of "high school" (Z5 Z3) or "middle-aged lady" (S (XE A)
instead of "grandmother" (H (X3 A) if you don't stretch it out correctly!

Examples

1. <L) (ga-ku-se) - student

2. BAEL) (sen-se) - teacher

3. & & D (kyo) - today

4. H(EKD (o-ha-yo) - good morning
5. BN = A (o-ka-san) - mother

There are rare exceptions where an / e / vowel sound is extended by adding [X] oran/o/
vowel sound is extended by [3] . Some examples of this include [HRIXTA] . [BH
L] . and [HHE L) . Pay careful attention to these exceptions but don't worry, there aren't
too many of them.

2.4 Katakana

As mentioned before, Katakana is mainly used for words imported from foreign languages. It can
also be used to emphasize certain words similar to the function of italics. For a more complete
list of usages, refer to the Wikipedia entry on katakana.

Katakana represents the same set of phonetic sounds as Hiragana except all the characters are
different. Since foreign words must fit into this limited set of [consonants+vowel] sounds, they
undergo many radical changes resulting in instances where English speakers can't understand
words that are supposed to be derived from English! As a result, the use of Katakana is ex-
tremely difficult for English speakers because they expect English words to sound like... well...
English. Instead, it is better to completely forget the original English word, and treat the word
as an entirely separate Japanese word, otherwise you can run into the habit of saying English
words with English pronunciations (whereupon a Japanese person may or may not understand
what you are saying).
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2.4. KATAKANA

CHAPTER 2. THE WRITING SYSTEM

Katakana - Click for stroke order and sound

n w r 'y m| h n t s k
DV = I VAN Bl B v a7
(n)
U = | =z F > | F A
(chi) | (shi
| L) T (XY X DD
(fu) (tsu)
xr*| b X| N |xR| T ||
Q|3 x| K|/ ~ v ||
(o)

* = obsolete or rarely used

Katakana is significantly tougher to master compared to Hiragana because it is only used for
certain words and you don't get nearly as much practice as you do with Hiragana. To learn the
proper stroke order (and yes, you need to), here are links to practice sheets for Katakana.

« Katakana trace sheets

* japanese-lesson.com

* Hiroshi & Sakura

Also, since Japanese doesn't have any spaces, sometimes the symbol
the spaces like [Ow% - 7> K - O—)L] for "rock and roll". Using the symbol is completely

optional so sometimes nothing will be used at all.
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D

1.

All the sounds are identical to what they were for Hiragana.

. As we will learn later, [7Z ] is only ever used as a particle and all particles are in Hiragana.

Therefore, you will almost never need to use [ =] and it can be safely ignored. (Unless
you are reading very old telegrams or something.)

. The four characters [=] . [>] . W] . and [Y] are fiendishly similar to each

other. Basically, the difference is that the first two are more "horizontal" than the second
two. The little lines are slanted more horizontally and the long line is drawn in a curve from
bottom to top. The second two have almost vertical little lines and the long line doesn't
curve as much as it is drawn from top to bottom. It is almost like a slash while the former
is more like an arc. These characters are hard to sort out and require some patience and
practice.

. The characters /] . [X] . and [X] are also something to pay careful attention

to,aswellas, [J] . [l . and [J] . Yes, they all look very similar. No, | can't do
anything about it.

. You must learn the correct stroke order and direction! Use the following pdf practice sheets

to practice.

» Katakana trace sheets
* japanese-lesson.com
* Hiroshi & Sakura

Sometimes [ -] is used to denote what would be spaces in English.

241

The Long Vowel Sound

Long vowels have been radically simplified in Katakana. Instead of having to muck around
thinking about vowel sounds, all long vowel sounds are denoted by a simple dash like so: —.

Examples

1. W)7— (tsu-a) - tour
2. X—)L (me-ru) - email
3. — (ke-ki) - cake
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 All long vowel sounds in Katakana are denoted by a dash. For example, "cute" would be
written in Katakana like so: 31— K] .

24.2 TheSmall 7. . D, I. *#|

Due to the limitations of the sound set in Hiragana, some new combinations have been devised
over the years to account for sounds that were not originally in Japanese. Most notable is the
lack of the / ti/ di/and /tu/ du / sounds (because of the / chi/ tsu / sounds), and the lack of the
/ £/ consonant sound except for [5\] . The /sh/j/ch/consonants are also missing for the / e
/ vowel sound. The decision to resolve these deficiencies was to add small versions of the five
vowel sounds. This has also been done for the / w / consonant sound to replace the obsolete
characters. In addition, the convention of using the little double slashes onthe [ vowel (J)
with the small [J7, «f. . 7] to designate the / v/ consonant has also been established but
it's not often used probably due to the fact that Japanese people still have difficulty pronouncing
/v . For instance, while you may guess that "volume" would be pronounced with a /v / sound,
the Japanese have opted for the easier to pronounce "bolume" (FR'J 1—/15). In the same way,
vodka is written as "wokka" (A 3) and not [JAw /31 . You can write "violin" as either [/{
AAU>] or [TJ7AAUZ ] . Itreally doesn't matter however because almost all Japanese
people will pronounce it with a / b / sound anyway. The following table shows the added sounds
that were lacking with a highlight. Other sounds that already existed are reused as appropriate.

Additional sounds

' w f ch d t j sh
Fv | 5 | & [Zv|[Zv|a
F > > |
) J | Fa 31 (>3|u
> > e
F3| bk M | 23] >3 |o
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D

1. Notice that there is no / wu / sound. For example, the Katakana for "woman" is written as
"u-man" (T —<X>).

2. While the / tu / sound (as in "too") can technically be produced given the rulesas [ k=] ,
foreign words that have become popular before these sounds were available simply used
/ tsu / to make do. For instance, "tool" is still [*Y—)L| and "tour" is similarly still 'Y
7—] .

3. Back in the old days, without these new sounds, there was no choice but to just take
characters off the regular table without regard for actual pronunciation. On old buildings,
you may still see [EJL7>4J | instead of the modern spelling TEJL7 > .

2.4.3 Some examples of words in Katakana

Translating English words into Japanese is a knack that requires quite a bit of practice and
luck. To give you a sense of how English words become "Japanified", here are a few examples
of words in Katakana. Sometimes the words in Katakana may not even be correct English or
have a different meaning from the English word it's supposed to represent. Of course, not all
Katakana words are derived from English.

Sample Katakana Words

English Japanese
America AU
Russia a=r
cheating 7> => % (cunning)
tour W) —
company employee | B> U—<XZ (salary man)
Mozart tE-—VY7ILk
car horn 25723~ (klaxon)
sofa YV I7orVI7—
Halloween N\ 1—>
French fries 7S RRS b (fried potato)
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2.5 Kanji

2.5.1 What is Kanji?

In Japanese, nouns and stems of adjectives and verbs are almost all written in Chinese char-
acters called Kanji. Adverbs are also fairly frequently written in Kanji as well. This means that
you will need to learn Chinese characters to be able to read most of the words in the language.
(Children's books or any other material where the audience is not expected to know a lot of Kaniji
is an exception to this.) Not all words are always written in Kanji however. For example, while
the verb "to do" technically has a Kanji associated with it, it is always written in Hiragana.

This guide begins using Kanji from the beginning to help you read "real" Japanese as quickly
as possible. Therefore, we will go over some properties of Kanji and discuss some strategies of
learning it quickly and efficiently. Mastering Kanji is not easy but it is by no means impossible.
The biggest part of the battle is mastering the skills of learning Kanji and time. In short, memoriz-
ing Kanji past short-term memory must be done with a great deal of study and, most importantly,
for a long time. And by this, | don't mean studying five hours a day but rather reviewing how
to write a Kanji once every several months until you are sure you have it down for good. This
is another reason why this guide starts using Kanji right away. There is no reason to dump the
huge job of learning Kanji at the advanced level. By studying Kanji along with new vocabulary
from the beginning, the immense job of learning Kanji is divided into small manageable chunks
and the extra time helps settle learned Kanji into permanent memory. In addition, this will help
you learn new vocabulary, which will often have combinations of Kanji you already know. If you
start learning Kaniji later, this benefit will be wasted or reduced.

2.5.2 Learning Kanji

All the resources you need to begin learning Kanji are on the web for free. You can use dictionar-
ies online such as Jim Breen's WWWJDIC or jisho.org. They both have great Kaniji dictionaries
and stroke order diagrams for most Kaniji. Especially for those who are just starting to learn, you
will want to repeatedly write out each Kanji to memorize the stroke order. Another important skill
is learning how to balance the character so that certain parts are not too big or small. So make
sure to copy the characters as close to the original as possible. Eventually, you will naturally
develop a sense of the stroke order for certain types of characters allowing you to bypass the
drilling stage. All the Kaniji used in this guide can be easily looked up by copying and pasting to
an online dictionary.
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2.5.3 Reading Kanji

Almost every character has two different readings called & # (BA LK) and FIFEH (< A
X #). E5td~ is the original Chinese reading while Flll5E 4+ is the Japanese reading. Kaniji that
appear in a compound or & is usually read with E 5t while one Kaniji by itself is usually
read with FI5t#*. For example, [/1] (5h'5)is read with the 357+ while the same character
in a compound word such as [8877] is read with the &5t (whichis [D & <] inthis case).

Certain characters (especially the most common ones) can have more than one &&t#+ or 3l
#+. For example, in the word ['®/] , [/1] isreadhereas [DZ] andnot DL .
Certain compound words also have special readings that have nothing to do with the readings
of the individual characters. These readings must be individually memorized. Thankfully, these
readings are few and far in between.

it is also used in adjectives and verbs in addition to the stand-alone characters. These
words often have a string of kana (called okurigana) that come attached to the word. This is
so that the reading of the Chinese character stays the same even when the word is conjugated
to different forms. For example, the past form of the verb B3] is [BAJz] . Even
though the verb has changed, the reading for ] remain untouched. (Imagine how difficult
things could get if readings for Kanji changed with conjugation or even worse, if the Kanji itself
changed.) Okurigana also serves to distinguish between intransitive and transitive verbs (more
on this later).

Another concept that is difficult to grasp at first is that the actual readings of Kanji can change
slightly in a compound word to make the word easier to say. The more common transformations
include the / h / sounds changing to either /b / or/ p / sounds or [D] becoming [D] .
Examples include: [—2&] . [fUEK] . and [1&%F] .

Yet another fun aspect of Kanji you'll run into are words that practically mean the same thing
and use the same reading but have different Kaniji to make just a slight difference in meaning.
For example <] (& <) means to listen and so does [F&E< | (Z<). The only difference is
that [BE< ] means to pay more attention to what you're listening to. For example, listening to
music almost always prefers [E&< ] over [E<] . [RE<] can also mean 'to ask’, as well
as, "to hear" but [<] (Z<) can only mean "to ask". Yet another example is the common
practice of writing [5R23] as [#13d] when it applies to watching a show such as a movie. Yet
another interesting example is [Z< ] (H'<) which means "to write" while ## < (5*<) means
"to draw". However, when you're depicting an abstract image such as a scene in a book, the
reading of the same word [#§<] becomes [Z /M <] . There's also the case where the
meaning and Kaniji stays the same but can have multiple readings such as [<5H] which can
beeither [E&D] . TCTAUD] ,or [CAICE] . Inthis case, it doesn't really matter which
reading you choose except that some are preferred over others in certain situations.

Finally, there is one special character < that is really not a character. It simply indicates that the

previous character is repeated. For example, [BFEF] . T[4kl . €] . [——1 can
and usually are written as  [Bf4] . T#k4l . 841 . [—4].
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In addition to these "features" of Kaniji, you will see a whole slew of delightful perks and surprises
Kanji has for you as you advance in Japanese. You can decide for yourself if that statement is
sarcasm or not. However, don't be scared into thinking that Japanese is incredibly hard. Most
of the words in the language usually only have one Kanji associated with it and a majority of
Kanji do not have more than two types of readings.

2.5.4 Why Kanji?

Some people may think that the system of using separate, discrete symbols instead of a sensible
alphabet is overly complicated. In fact, it might not have been a good idea to adopt Chinese
into Japanese since both languages are fundamentally different in many ways. But the purpose
of this guide is not to debate how the language should work but to explain why you must learn
Kanji in order to learn Japanese. And by this, | mean more than just saying, "That's how it's
done so get over it!".

You may wonder why Japanese didn't switched from Chinese to romaji to do away with having to
memorize so many characters. In fact, Korea adopted their own alphabet for Korean to greatly
simplify their written language with great success. So why shouldn't it work for Japanese? |
think anyone who has learned Japanese for a while can easily see why it won't work. At any
one time, when you convert typed Hiragana into Kaniji, you are presented with almost always at
least two choices (two homophones) and sometimes even up to ten. (Try typing "kikan"). The
limited number of set sounds in Japanese makes it hard to avoid homophones. Compare this
to the Korean alphabet which has 14 consonants and 10 vowels. Any of the consonants can be
matched to any of the vowels giving 140 sounds. In addition, a third and sometimes even fourth
consonant can be attached to create a single letter. This gives over 1960 sounds that can be
created theoretically. (The number of sounds that are actually used is actually much less but it's
still much larger than Japanese.)

Since you want to read at a much faster rate than you talk, you need some visual cues to
instantly tell you what each word is. You can use the shape of words in English to blaze through
text because most words have different shapes. Try this little exercise: Hi, enve thgouh all teh
wrods aer seplled icorrenctly, can you sltil udsternand me?" Korean does this too because it
has enough characters to make words with distinct and different shapes. However, because the
visual cues are not distinct as Kanji, spaces needed to be added to remove ambiguities. (This
presents another problem of when and where to set spaces.)

With Kanji, we don't have to worry about spaces and much of the problem of homophones is

mostly resolved. Without Kaniji, even if spaces were to be added, the ambiguities and lack of
visual cues would make Japanese text much more difficult to read.
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Chapter 3

Basic Grammar

3.1 Basic Grammatical Structures

Now that we have learned how to write Japanese, we can begin going over the basic gram-
matical structure of the language. This section primarily covers all the parts of speech: nouns,
adjectives, verbs, and adverbs. It will also describe how to integrate the various parts of speech
into a coherent sentence by using particles. By the end of this section, you should have an
understanding of how basic sentences are constructed.

3.2 Expressing State-of-Being

3.2.1 Declaring something is so and so using [/Z|

Vocabulary

1. A [1+&] - person
2. Z4 [H'< - HL)] - student

3. T& [IFA - Z] - healthy; lively
* Used as a greeting to indicate whether one is well

One of the trickiest part of Japanese is that there is no verb for the state-of-being like the verb
"to be" in English. You can, however, declare what something is by attaching the Hiragana
character [/Z] to a noun or na-adjective only. (We will learn about na-adjectives in the
section on adjectives later.)
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Declaring that something is so using [7Z]

« Attach [7Z] to the noun or na-adjective
Example: A+72=A/C

Examples

1. N/
Is person.

2. FHE/,
Is student.

3. TR/,
Is well.

Seems easy enough. Here's the real kicker though.

A state-of-being can be implied without using [/Z] !

You can say you're doing well or someone is a student without using [7Z] at all. For example,
below is an example of a very typical greeting among friends. Also notice how the subject isn't
even specified when it's obvious from the context.

Typical casual greeting

AR ?

A: (Are you) well?

B : JtXo

B: (I'm) well.

So you may be wondering, "What's the point of using [7Z] ?" Well, the main difference is that a
declarative statement makes the sentence sound more emphatic and forceful in order to make

it more... well declarative. Therefore, it is more common to hear men use [/Z] atthe end of
sentences.
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The declarative [7Z] is also needed in various grammatical structures where a state-of-being
must be explicitly declared. There are also times when you cannot attach it. It's all quite a pain
in the butt really but you don't have to worry about it yet.

3.2.2 Conjugating to the negative state-of-being

Vocabulary

1. 4 [H'< - EU)] - student
2. RE [&6 - 125] - friend

3. T= [IFA - ZE] - healthy; lively
* Used as a greeting to indicate whether one is well

In Japanese, negative and past tense are all expressed by conjugation. We can conjugate a
noun or adjective to either its negative or past tense to say that something is not [X] or that
something was [X]. This may be a bit hard to grasp at first but none of these state-of-being
conjugations make anything declarative like [7Z] does. We'll learn how to make these tenses
declarative by attaching [7Z] to the end of the sentence in a later lesson.

First, for the negative, attach [ U+ 72L\] to the noun or na-adjective.

Conjugation rules for the negative state-of-being

« Attach [Ux7&0U\] to the noun or na-adjective
Example: 24+ U\ =F5F 1m0

Examples

1. FHEL /20,
Is not student.

2. REL 2L,
Is not friend.

3. R,
Is not well.
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3.2.3 Conjugating to the past state-of-being

Vocabulary

1. Z4 [H< - FL] - student
2. XE [&B - 125] - friend
3. T= [IFA - Z] - healthy; lively
* Used as a greeting to indicate whether one is well

We will now learn the past tense of the state-of-being. To say something was something, attach
[7Z2D7z] to the noun or na-adjective.

In order to say the negative past (was not), conjugate the negative to the negative past tense
by dropping the [UL\] from [U7&kU\] and adding [HhDo7z] .

Conjugation rules for the past state-of-being

1. Past state-of-being: Attach [/=>7/z] to the noun or na-adjective Example: &iZ +
=REZDOI

2. Negative past state-of-being: Conjugate the noun or na-adjective to the negative first
and then replace the [UL)] of U701 with [Ho7z]
Example: &iZ — RIEU YR =REZECPRMDIE

Examples

1. 24 o
Was student.

2. RiE o
Was not friend.

3. TR o
Was not well.

3.2.4 Conjugation summary

We've now learned how to express state-of-being in all four tenses. Next we will learn some
particles, which will allow us assign roles to words. Here is a summary chart of the conjugations
we learned in this section.
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Summary of state-of-being
Positive Negative
Non-Past | ¥4 (F2) Is student F4 U720\ Is not student
Past FEZoTZ | Was student FE U 72H D f= Was not student

3.3 Introduction to Particles ((%. ©. H)

3.3.1 Defining grammatical functions with particles

We want to now make good use of what we learned in the last lesson by associating a noun with
another noun. This is done with something called particles. Particles are one or more Hiragana
characters that attach to the end of a word to define the grammatical function of that word in the
sentence. Using the correct particles is very important because the meaning of a sentence can
completely change just by changing the particles. For example, the sentence "Eat fish." can
become "The fish eats." simply by changing one particle.

3.3.2 The [(d] topic particle

Vocabulary

1. Z4 [H< - L] - student
. DA -yes (casual)

. BB [ U7Jz] - tomorrow

. 5B [E& 3] -today

2

3

4. DA -no (casual)

5

6. 18R [LITA] - exam

The first particle we will learn is the topic particle. The topic particle identifies what it is that you're
talking about, essentially the topic of your sentence. Let's say a person says, "Not student." This
is a perfectly valid sentence in Japanese but it doesn't tell us much without knowing what the
person is talking about. The topic particle will allow us to express what our sentences are about.
The topic particle is the character [(&] . Now, while this character is normally pronounced as
/hal, it is pronounced /wa/ only when it is being used as the topic particle.

33



3.3. INTRODUCTION TO PARTICLES CHAPTER 3. BASIC GRAMMAR

Example 1

NI PUREFEE?
Bob: Is Alice (you) student?

IR DSh. FhE
Alice: Yeah, (I) am.

Here, Bob is indicating that his question is about Alice. Notice that once the topic is established,
Alice does not have to repeat the topic to answer the question about herself.

Example 2

AT 23> (dBEB?
Bob: John is tomorrow?

ZUX DDA, BBHUO®™RRLY,
Alice: No, not tomorrow.

Since we have no context, we don't have enough information to make any sense of this con-
versation. It obviously makes no sense for John to actually be tomorrow. Given a context, as
long as the sentence has something to do with John and tomorrow, it can mean anything. For
instance, they could be talking about when John is taking an exam.

Example 3

7YX SHIFHERTZ,
Alice: Today is exam.

AT =3a>(F?
Bob: What about John?

7ZUX 23> (EAR,
Alice: John is tomorrow. (As for John, the exam is tomorrow.)

The last example shows how generic the topic of a sentence is. A topic can be referring to
any action or object from anywhere even including other sentences. For example, in the last
sentence from the previous example, even though the sentence is about when the exam is for
John, the word "exam" doesn't appear anywhere in the sentence!

We'll see a more specific particle that ties more closely into the sentence at the end of this lesson
with the identifier particle.
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3.3.3 The %] inclusive topic particle

Vocabulary

1. Z4& [H< - 8] - student

2. DA -yes (casual)

3. TE - but

4. DA -no (casual)
Another particle that is very similar to the topic particle is the inclusive topic particle. It is essen-
tially the topic particle with the additional meaning of "also". Basically, it can introduce another

topic in addition to the current topic. The inclusive topic particle is the [#%] character and its
use is best explained by an example.

Example 1

NT  PURIGFEE?
Bob: Is Alice (you) student?

IR DA BAEESE,
Alice: Yeah, and Tom is student.

The inclusion of [ must be consistent with the answer. It would not make sense to say, "I

am a student, and Tom is also not a student." Instead, use the [(d] particle to make a break
from the inclusion as seen in the next example.

Example 2

NI PUREIFEE?
Bob: Is Alice (you) student?

IR DA TEBRAFZEED®RIRL,
Alice: Yeah, but Tom is not student.

Below is an example of inclusion with the negative.
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Example 3

RT  PURIGFEE?
Bob: Is Alice (you) student?

ZUR DDA BAEZFEUDRRRL,
Alice: No, and Tom is also not student.

3.3.4 The [/7'] identifier particle

Vocabulary

1. & [7ZN] -who
2. F& [H< - BU)] - student
3. i\ [HO7ZU] - me; myself; |

Ok, so we can make a topic using the [(&] and [H] particle. But what if we don’t know
what the topic is? What if | wanted to ask, “Who is the student?”What | need is some kind of
identifier because | don't know who the student is. If | use the topic particle, the question would
become, “Is who the student?”and that doesn't make any sense because "who" is not an actual
person.

This is where the [/H'] particle comes into play. It is also referred to as the subject particle
but | hate that name since "subject” means something completely different in English grammar.
Instead, | call it the identifier particle because the particle indicates that the speaker wants to
identify something unspecified.

Example 1

M #HENFEE?
Bob: Who is the one that is student?

PUR 3 hE4E,
Alice: John is the one who is student.

Bob wants to identify who among all the possible candidates is a student. Alice responds that
John is the one. Notice, Alice could also have answered with the topic particle to indicate that,
speaking of John, she knows that he is a student (maybe not the student). You can see the
difference in the next example.
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Example 2

1. SENEE?
Who is the one that is student?

2. FH(LEH?
(The) student is who?

The first sentence seeks to identify a specific person for "student" while the second sentence is
simply talking about the student. You cannot replace [/H'] with [(&] in the first sentence
because "who" would become the topic and the question would become, "Is who a student?"

The two particles [(&] and [#H'] may seem very similar only because it is impossible
to translate them directly into English. For example, the two sentences below have the same
English translation.*

Example 3

1. FhEFE,
| (am) student.

2. I

| (am) student.

However, they only seem similar because English cannot express information about the context
as succinctly as Japanese sometimes can. In the first sentence, since [#A] is the topic, the
sentence means, "Speaking about me, | am a student".

However, the second sentence is specifying who the [ZF4] is. If we want to know who the
student is, the [/H'] particle tells usit's [#A] . You can also think about the [/H'] particle as
always answering a silent question. The second sentence might be answering a question, "Who
is the student?" | often translate the topic particle as "as for; about" and the identifier particle as
"the one; the thing" to illustrate the difference.

1. FuFFEE,
me, (I am) student.
2. ThWF4&,
| (am) (that is) student.

The [(&] and [#'] particles are actually quite different if you think of it the right way. The
[HY] particle identifies a specific property of something while the [(&] particle is used only to
bring up a new topic of conversation. This is why, in longer sentences, it is common to separate
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the topic with commas to remove ambiguity about which part of the sentence the topic applies
to.

*Well technically, it's the most likely translation given the lack of context.

3.4 Adjectives

3.4.1 Properties of Adjectives

Now that we can connect two nouns together in various ways using particles, we want to describe our
nouns with adjectives. An adjective can directly modify a noun that immediately follows it. It can also be
connected in the same way we did with nouns using particles. All adjectives fall under two categories:
na-adjectives and i-adjectives.

3.4.2 The na-adjective

Vocabulary

1. &M [LT - ] (na-adj) - quiet

2. N [Dr&] - person

3. &1L (na-adj) - pretty; clean

4. E [&6 - [£5] - friend

5. #Ht) [UA - 8D] (na-adj) - kind

6. 8 [=hV2] -fish

7. i¥Z [T - &] (na-adj) - likable; desirable
8. W [(C<] - meat

9. BFX [f° - &\] - vegetables

The na-adjective is very simple to learn because it acts essentially like a noun. All the conjugation rules
for both nouns and na-adjectives are the same. One main difference is that a na-adjective can directly
modify a noun following it by sticking [7&] between the adjective and noun. (Hence the name, na-
adjective.)
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Examples
1. BNV N,
Quiet person.

2. ENLVaEA
Pretty person.

You can also use adjectives with particles just like we did in the last lesson with nouns.

Examples

1. REZE(SHRY),
Friend is kind.

2. REBRDANIZ,
Friend is kind person.

As shown by the following examples, the conjugation rules for na-adjectives are the same as nouns.

Examples
1. RT(F@EN 1z
Bob likes fish.

2. RIT(F&@n o
Bob does not like fish.

3. RT(FFant o
Bob liked fish.

4. RT(F@N o
Bob did not like fish.

If it bothers you that "like" is an adjective and not a verb in Japanese, you can think of [§¥&] as
meaning "desirable". Also, you can see a good example of the topic and identifier particle working in
harmony. The sentence is about the topic "Bob" and "fish" identifies specifically what Bob likes.

You can also use the last three conjugations to directly modify the noun. (Remember to attach [7&] for
positive non-past tense.)

Examples

1. &8t Ao
Person that likes fish.
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2. &nt Ao

4. @ Ao
Person that did not like fish.

Here, the entire clause [EMNIFE] . [EAHHFEU /R0 | ete. is modifying "person” to talk about
people that like or dislike fish. You can see why this type of sentence is useful because [ A (ZEN
7Z1 would mean "People like fish", which isn't always the case.

We can even treat the whole descriptive noun clause as we would a single noun. For instance, we can
make the whole clause a topic like the following example.

Examples
1. (F. AMFET
Person who does not like fish like meat.
2. (F. FFEBEFEE.

Person who likes fish also like vegetables.

3.4.3 The i-adjective

Vocabulary

—

. RO [E5 - U] (na-adj) - distasteful, hateful

B [z - X - EBD] -food

HULUL) (i-ad)) - tasty

=0y [7zh - W] (i-ad)) - high; tall; expensive

EJL - building

Bk (13 - 7IZA] - price

L XS - restaurant

HED /BDAFED - not very (when used with negative)
g¥= [9 - =] (na-adj) - likable; desirable

L0 (i-adj) - good

S © ®»® N O O & 0 N

—
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All i-adjectives always end in the Hiragana character: [U\] . However, you may have noticed that some
na-adjectives also end in [\L\] suchas [Z41L) (R)] . So how can you tell the difference? There are
actually very few na-adjectives that end with [\\] that is usually not written in Kanji. Two of the most
common include: [Z&11L\] and [8ELY] . Almost all other na-adjectives that end in [U\] are usually
written in Kanji and so you can easily tell that it's not an i-adjective. For instance, [Z&11L\] written in
Kanji looks like [#3&| or [Z58€] . Sincethe [UL\] partof [BE] is part of a Kanji character, you
know that it can't be an i-adjective. That's because the whole point of the [U\] in i-adjectives is to allow
conjugation without changing the Kaniji. In fact, [#&U\] is one of the rare na-adjectives that ends in
[L\] without a Kanji. This has to do with the fact that [#&\\] is actually derived from the verb (5> ] .

Unlike na-adjectives, you do not need to add [7&] to directly modify a noun with an i-adjective.

Examples

1. BRUOVOBEARY),
Hated food.

2. BLILLWVEARY,
Tasty food.

Remember how the negative state-of-being for nouns also ended in  [UL\] (U 7/R01)? Well, just like
the negative state-of-being for nouns, you can never attach the declarative [7Z] to i-adjectives.

| Do NOT attach [/Z] to i-adjectives. |

Now that we got that matter cleared up, below are the rules for conjugating i-adjectives. Notice that the
rule for conjugating to negative past tense is the same as the rule for the past tense.

Conjugation rules for i-adjectives

Negative: First remove the trailing [U\] from the i-adjective and then attach [ <73&()]
Example: &L\ — &

Past-tense: First remove the trailing ()] from the i-adjective or negative i-adjective and then
attach [ >o7z]

Examples
1. B\ = =
2. E<RRL - &L
Summary of i-adjective conjugations
Positive Negative
Non-Past =0 = <730\

Past ahofc | &<
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Examples

1. El.
Tall building.

2. El.
Not tall building.

3. Eil.
Building that was tall.

4. El.
Building that was not tall.

Note that you can make the same type of descriptive noun clause as we have done with na-adjectives.
The only difference is that we don't need [73&] to directly modify the noun.

Example

. (FHFEDFE O,
Don't like high price restaurants very much.

In this example, the descriptive clause [MBEXMN&EU ] is directly modifying LA KZ>] .

3.4.4 An annoying exception

Vocabulary

1. fBE% [13 - TZA)] - price

2. BFD /" HBAFD - not very (when used with negative)
3. LW (i-adj) - good

4. 1% [HN] - he; boyfriend

5.

M2 LW (i-adj) - cool; handsome

There is one i-adjective meaning "good" that acts slightly differently from all other i-adjectives. This is
a classic case of how learning Japanese is harder for beginners because the most common and useful
words also have the most exceptions. The word for "good" was originally &KUY (BUY)] . However,
with time, it soon became [U\U\] . When it is written in Kaniji, it is usually read as [&UY] so [LWY]
is almost always Hiragana. That's all fine and good. Unfortunately, all the conjugations are still derived
from [KUV] and not UL\ \] . This is shown in the next table.
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Another adjective that acts like thisis /7> Z U\ \] because it is an abbreviated version of two words
merged together: [#84F] and [0V . Since it uses the same [L\\] |, you need to use the same
conjugations.

Conjugation for [0,V ]

Positive Negative

Non-Past LYY K <72
Past Eholz | K<IahoTz

Conjugation for /7> 2L\ ]

Positive Negative

Non-Past Mo L Mo KSR
Past Mooz | Mo K<IEMoTZ

Take care to make all the conjugations from &KUY not [ULLY] .

Examples

1. BN HAFED o
Price isn't very good.

2. ®Z !
He looked really cool!

3.5 Verb Basics

3.5.1 Role of Verbs

Vocabulary

1. BRD [z - XB] (ru-verb) - to eat

Dhd [P - 7B] (u-verb) - to understand
83 [# - B] (ru-verb) - to see

ED (13- B] (ru-verb) - to sleep

=D (B - =B] (ru-verb) - to wake; to occur
EZ22 [DMAH - ZB] (ru-verb) - to think

N o o ~ w0 D

HZD [BL - B3] (ru-verb) - to teach; to inform
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8. i3 [T - B] (ru-verb) - to come out
9. LD (ru-verb) - to exist (animate)

10. &2 [ - B] (ru-verb) - to wear

1. 89 [(F7& - F] (u-verb) - to speak
12. < [& - <] (u-verb) - to ask; to listen
13. k< [BK - <] (u-verb) - to swim
14. ¥\ [ - 3] (u-verb) - to play
15. 5D [&F - D] (u-verb) - to wait

16. BREO [D - L] (u-verb) - to drink

17. ED [H - 5] (u-verb) - to buy

18. 353 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

19. ZEsh [U - 8] (u-verb) - to die

20. 95 (exception) - to do

21. k3 [< - 3] (exception) - to come
22. & [H - K] - money

23. #\ [PDOfzU] - me, myself, |

24. ¥ (R3] -cat

We've now learned how to describe nouns in various ways with other nouns and adjectives. This gives
us quite a bit of expressive power. However, we still cannot express actions. This is where verbs come
in. Verbs, in Japanese, always come at the end of clauses. Since we have not yet learned how to create
more than one clause, for now it means that any sentence with a verb must end with the verb. We will
now learn the three main categories of verbs, which will allow us to define conjugation rules. Before
learning about verbs, there is one important thing to keep in mind.

A grammatically complete sentence requires a verb only (including state-of-being).

Or to rephrase, unlike English, the only thing you need to make a grammatically complete sentence is a
verb and nothing else! That's why even the simplest, most basic Japanese sentence cannot be translated
into English!

A grammatically complete sentence:

- BRD,
Eat. (possible translations include: | eat/she eats/they eat)
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3.5.2 Classifying verbs into ru-verbs and u-verbs

Before we can learn any verb conjugations, we first need to learn how verbs are categorized. With the
exception of only two exception verbs, all verbs fall into the category of ru-verb or u-verb.

All ru-verbs end in [&] while u-verbs can end in a number of u-vowel sounds including [3]
Therefore, if a verb does notend in 3] , it will always be an u-verb. For verbs endingin [3] ,ifthe
vowel sound preceding the [&] isan /al, /u/ or /o/ vowel sound, it will always be an u-verb. Otherwise,
if the preceding sound is an /i/ or /e/ vowel sound, it will be a ru-verb in most cases. A list of common
exceptions are at the end of this section.

Examples

1. BRS - [A] isan e-vowel sound so it is a ru-verb

2. 9B - [H] is an a-vowel sound so it is an u-verb

If you're unsure which category a verb falls in, you can verify which kind it is with most dictionaries. There
are only two exception verbs that are neither ru-verbs nor u-verbs as shown in the table below.

Examples of different verb types

ru-verb | u-verb | exception
R3 9 ]
BRS | H< xD
B3 k<
=D 3825\
EZD | &
BRAD | 8O
Hd 8BS
(AP HdD
1) FESR

Examples

Here are some example sentences using ru-verbs, u-verbs, and exception verbs.

1. 7UXZE o
As for Alice, eat.

2. LN o
Jim is the one that comes.

3. RJE o
Bob also do.
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. BEARDD,

There is money. (lit: Money is the thing that exists.)

CFAEES,

As for me, buy.

CEEO D,

There is cat. (lit: As for cat, it exists.)

3.5.3 Appendix: iru/eru u-verbs

Vocabulary

—

N N N a2 A a a a «a «a =a a0 =

© ® N o o A w0 D

. B3 [LY - B] (u-verb) - to need

13 [MZ - B] (u-verb) - to go home
th3d [& - B3] (u-verb) - to cut

L ARD (u-verb) - to talk

B (U« B] (u-verb) - to know

AD [(FLy - B] (u-verb) - to enter

ED (XU« B] (u-verb) - to run

D [\« B3] (u-verb) - to decrease

£3 [ - 3] (u-verb) - to be in a hurry
RS [HE - B] (u-verb) - to limit

. 83 [lF - 3] (u-verb) - to kick

. 83 [T - B] (u-verb) - to be slippery

. BB [[CE - B] (u-verb) - to grasp

. 3 (13- B] (u-verb) - to knead

. &% [FL) - B] (u-verb) - to go; to come
. RUD [FU - B] (u-verb) - to mingle
.83 [HETF - D] (u-verb) - to ridicule

. 8D [KDMZ - B] (u-verb) - to overturn
LD [EXFE - B] (u-verb) - to interrupt

. B3 [DDU -« B] (u-verb) - to abuse verbally
. 183 [OR - B] (u-verb) - to twist

. B3 [03H - ZB] (u-verb) - to turn over; to wave
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23. IBAD (L) - B] (u-verb) - to feel depressed
24. 8D [KHMZ - B] (u-verb) - to be resurrected

Below is a list of u-verbs with a preceding vowel sound of /i/ or /e/ ("iru" or "eru" sound endings). The list
is not comprehensive but it does include many of the more common verbs categorized roughly into three
levels.

iru/eru u-verbs grouped (roughly) by level

Basic Intermediate Advanced
25 = 135
RS RS BD
PIES) i ) BD

UpARD H=RS) Ed

LIRS ED s
AD Hd D
ED =3 A D
s LD 5D

3.6 Negative Verbs

Now that we've seen how to declare things and perform actions with verbs, we want to be able to say the
negative. In other words, we want to say that such-and-such action was not performed. This is done by
conjugating the verb to the negative form just like the state-of-being for nouns and adjectives. However,
the rules are a tad more complicated.

3.6.1 Conjugating verbs into the negative

Vocabulary

1. 33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)
L\ (ru-verb) - to exist (animate)
BRD (I - RB] (ru-verb) - to eat
85 [h - D3] (u-verb) - to buy
#FD [F - D] (u-verb) - to wait
9D (exception) - to do

X3 [< - B] (exception) - to come
83 [# - B] (ru-verb) - to see

© N o 0o ~ O N
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9. £% [1a - 3] (ru-verb) - to sleep

10. f£& 3 [H - =B)] (ru-verb) - to wake; to occur
1. EXD (AN - ZB] (ru-verb) - to think

12. B2 [BL - XB] (ru-verb) - to teach; to inform
13. B3 [T - B] (ru-verb) - to come out

14. &% (& - B] (ru-verb) - to wear

15. 559 [(37& - F] (u-verb) - to speak

16. < [& - <] (u-verb) - to ask; to listen

17. %< [BK - <] (u-verb) - to swim

18. &5\ [3pZ - /] (u-verb) - to play

19. 8RO [D - ©] (u-verb) - to drink

20. )& [MX - B] (u-verb) - to go home

21. 3Esh [U - 8B] (u-verb) - to die

22. HE (& - HMA] - money

23. Fh [D1zL] - me, myself, |

24. J8 [RC] - cat

We will now make use of the verb classifications we learned in the last section to define the rules for
conjugation. But before we get into that, we need to cover one very important exception to the negative
conjugation rules: [33] .

« 33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

* UL\D (ru-verb) - to exist (animate)

[é53] is an u-verb used to express existence of inanimate objects. The equivalent verb for animate
objects (such as people or animals)is [LY&] , which is a normal ru-verb. For example, if you wanted
to say that a chair is in the room, you would use the verb 353 , but if you wanted to say that a person
is in the room, you must use the verb L3 | instead. These two verbs [523] and [UL\B] are
quite different from all other verbs because they describe existence and are not actual actions. You also
need to be careful to choose the correct one based on animate or inanimate objects.

Anyway, the reason | bring it up here is because the negative of [523] is [/RL)] (meaning that
something does not exist). The conjugation rules for all other verbs are listed below as well as a list of

example verbs and their negative forms.

* = exceptions particular to this conjugation
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Conjugation rules for negative verbs

* For ru-verbs: Dropthe [%] andattach [73X()]
Example: B3 + &L\ = BN

« x For u-verbs thatendin [5] : Replace 5] with [1D] and attach [73&0)\]
Example: ES+ D +72W=H

* For all other u-verbs: Replace the u-vowel sound with the a-vowel equivalent and attach [7&
Ay
Example: >+ /= = ¥

* Exceptions:
1. 93 - LRL)

2. B - TxWN
3. *¥HD - 1R

Negative form conjugation examples
ru-verb u-verb exception

B35 - RRu HmId - SRRy 9B - LIz
BRS > B EH< - BN <D - T

B> BRu k< - EDIRLY S xHD -
BEEd > BEESRL  BEX - BEER)
EZD—> EIRN FDO- [FERWL
B2d—> HRRBL ]RO - |MERW

HDd - B *BD > BRIV

5% - &R Fd — JE5R0

Wnd—  L7RLY FEsh —  FEIRTRN

Examples

Here are the example sentences from the last section conjugated to the negative form.

1. 7UX (& o
As for Alice, does not eat.
2. LN o
Jim is the one that does not play.
3. RIH o
Bob also does not do.
4. HEN o

There is no money. (lit: Money is the thing that does not exist.)
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5. (& o
As for me, not buy.
6. JEl& o

There is no cat. (lit: As for cat, does not exist.)

3.7 Past Tense

We will finish defining all the basic properties of verbs by learning how to express the past and past-
negative tense of actions. | will warn you in advance that the conjugation rules in this section will be the
most complex rules you will learn in all of Japanese. On the one hand, once you have this section nailed,
all other rules of conjugation will seem simple. On the other hand, you might need to refer back to this
section many times before you finally get all the rules. You will probably need a great deal of practice
until you can become familiar with all the different conjugations.

3.7.1 Past tense for ru-verbs

Vocabulary

1. 3 [T - B] (ru-verb) - to come out
128T3 [9 - TB] (ru-verb) - to throw away
Ci [Z - (FA] -rice; meal

BRD [Jz - RB] (ru-verb) - to eat

BRiE [Z0) - Y] - movie

288 [ A - 3] -everything

83 [# - B] (ru-verb) - to see

N o o A » N

We will start off with the easy ru-verb category. To change a ru-verb from the dictionary form into the past
tense, you simply drop the %] andadd [/z] .

To change ru-verbs into the past tense

Drop the [&1 part of the ru-verb and add [7/z]
Examples

1. Ho - H
2. 8C5 - 4#8T
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Examples

1. CERIE. o
As for meal, ate.

2. RE(L. 25 o
As for movie, saw them all.

3.7.2 Past tense for u-verbs

Vocabulary

—

69 [(F7& - 9] (u-verb) - to speak
E£< [H - <] (u-verb) - to write
k< [BK - <) (u-verb) - to swim
B (D - ] (u-verb) - to drink
5 (€ - 5] (u-verb) - to play
(U - 88) (u-verb) - to die
th3d [& - B3] (u-verb) - to cut
85 [h - 3] (u-verb) - to buy

#D [H - D] (u-verb) - to hold

S © ® N O O K O N
N
&

—

9 D (exception) - to do

—_—
—

. k3 [< - B] (exception) - to come

RN
N

. 47< [Ly - <] (u-verb) - to go

-
w

. 5B [E& D] -today

14. 3 [(FL - B3] (u-verb) - to run
15. RiE [&£E - 125] - friend

16. # [1O7=U] - me, myself, |

17. 58 [RNA - & D] - study

Changing a u-verb from dictionary form to the past tense is difficult because we must break up u-verbs
into four additional categories. These four categories depend on the last character of the verb. The table
below illustrates the different sub-categories. In addition, there is one exception to the rules, which is the
verb [47< ] . I've bundled it with the regular exception verbs [ 93] and 3] eventhough [1T
<] is aregular u-verb in all other conjugations.
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Past tense conjugations for u-verbs Exceptions
Ending | Non-Past | changes to... | Past Non-Past | Past

El E 9> U |5 95 L
< = < -0 | & <3 =
< 73 < WE |k 17< o
R /N - AT | ER
WA 58 Hh— AT 5k
N i N - A bl
=) )] Y fu )]
D 51 Doz |
> = 2 -2 =

* exceptions particular to this conjugation

Examples
1. SHIZ. o
As for today, ran.
2. REN o
Friend is the one that came.
3. #h6 o
| also played.
4. R, o

About study, did it.

3.7.3 Past-negative tense for all verbs

Vocabulary

—_—

. ¥&7T3 [T - TBA] (ru-verb) - to throw away
17< (LY <] (u-verb) - to go

BARD [feX - B3] (ru-verb) - to eat

9 D (exception) - to do

HE [H - 113l - money

3 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

Fh [O7=U]) - me, myself, |

85 [h - 3] (u-verb) - to buy

W [1aZ] -cat

© ® N o o ~ w0 DN
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3.8. PARTICLES USED WITH VERBS

10. LD (ru-verb) - to exist (animate)

The conjugation rules for the past-negative tense are the same for all verbs. You might have noticed that
the negative of just about everything always end in [72L\] . The conjugation rule for the past-negative
tense of verbs is pretty much the same as all the other negatives that end in [7&U\] . You simply take
the negative of any verb, remove the [U\] fromthe [7/&U\] ending, and replace it with [HD>/z] .

To change verbs into the past-negative tense

Change the verb to the negative and replace the [UL\] with [/ D 7z]

Examples

1. T3 > EBTRVWS BTN D Z
2. 17< S 1THhVRL S fThvih o e

Examples

1.

3.8 Particles used with verbs (%,

In this section, we will learn some new particles essential for using verbs. We will learn how to specify
the direct object of a verb and the location where a verb takes place whether it's physical or abstract.

TVIRIEERR DIz,
As for Alice, did not eat.

AU DTS,
Jim is the one that did not do.

. IRNTBIThVRh o=,

Bob also did not go.

L BEME DT,

There was no money. (lit: As for money, did not exist.)

CAEEDE DT,

As for me, did not buy.

ROV DTS,

There was no cat. (lit: As for cat, did not exist.)
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3.8.1 The direct object [Z | particle

Vocabulary

1.

= A A -
w N -

15.
16.

S © ® N o O » O N

it

£ [EhvR] -fish

BARD [z - R3] (ru-verb) - to eat
>1—X -juice

B [D - ©] (u-verb) - to drink

fi1 [EF5] -town

N5/ 5 - wandering; aimlessly
#< [HD - <] (u-verb) - to walk
&R [Z5 - &<] - high-speed
B (£S5 - B3] -route

% (&L - B] (u-verb) - to run

i

. 8Bl [FL) - (C5B] -everyday

. BAXRGE [(C - (FA - ) - Japanese (language)
. g [(RA - E& D] - study

14.

9D (exception) - to do
A—)LJ77 KL X - email address
Bk [&D - B<] -register

The first particle we will learn is the object particle because it is a very straightforward particle. The
[Z] character is attached to the end of a word to signify that that word is the direct object of the verb.
This character is essentially never used anywhere else. That is why the katakana equivalent [ZF] is
almost never used since particles are always written in hiragana. The [%Z] character, while technically
pronounced as /wo/ essentially sounds like /o/ in real speech. Here are some examples of the direct
object particle in action.

Examples

1. BB,

2.

Eat fish.

yl_z ﬁ,)z/\.lj_l:“o
Drank juice.
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Unlike the direct object we're familiar with in English, places can also be the direct object of motion verbs
suchas [#<] and [ZES] . Since the motion verb is done fo the location, the concept of direct
object is the same in Japanese. However, as you can see by the next examples, it often translates to
something different in English due to the slight difference of the concept of direct object.

1. HZABRBEHL,

Aimlessly walk through town. (Lit: Aimlessly walk town)
2. EREBTED,

Run through expressway. (Lit: Run expressway)

When you use [93] with anoun,the [Z] particle is optional and you can treat the whole [noun+
9 B] as one verb.

1. 8. HAXE=Z 0
Study Japanese everyday.
2. x_)l/y 'QI/Z% )

Registered email address.

3.8.2 Thetarget [(C| particle

Vocabulary

BN

. BAR [(T - (FA] - Japan

2. 17< [Ly - <] (u-verb)-to go

3. & [1) ©%;2) L\X] -1)one's own home; 2) house
4. )&% [MX - B] (u-verb) - to go home
5. 8B [\ - ¥°] -room

6. k3 [< - B] (exception) - to come
7. 77X 73 - America

8. 1878 [Lw < - fZL\] - homework

9. SH [E &3] -today

10. BAE [&pU7Z] - tomorrow

1. %8 (3] - cat

12. L\ (ru-verb) - to exist (animate)

13. L\T - chair
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14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

affr [7ZuLy - £Z3]) - kitchen
3 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)
L0 (i-adj) - good

RiE [&F - 125] - friend

=5 [&D] (u-verb) - to meet
E& [L)- L] -doctor

783 (u-verb) - to become

o [BA - ULw D] - last week
HEEE [& - Uk DA -library
EF [50) - RA] - next year

The [(C] particle can specify a target of a verb. This is different from the [7%Z | particle in which the
verb does something to the direct object. With the [(C] particle, the verb does something toward the
word associated with the [(C] particle. For example, the target of any motion verb is specified by the

(N

particle.

Examples

1.

RTFARCITOTIZ,
Bob went to Japan.

]

. RICIFESIRLY,

Not go back home.

. BREIC< B

Come to room.

As you can see in the last example, the target particle always targets "to" rather than "from". If you wanted
to say, "come from" for example, you would need to use [/H'5] , which means "from". If you used [(C |

, it would instead mean "come to".

1.

2.

PURIE ZAUAB =/
Alice came from America.

BEZSHNSHBE T D,

Will do homework from today to tomorrow.

[M5] is also often paired with [&E T/ , which means "up to".

The idea of a target in Japanese is very general and is not restricted to motion verbs. For example, the
location of an object is defined as the target of the verb for existence (323 and L)3). Time is also a
common target. Here are some examples of non-motion verbs and their targets
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1. JE(IBPE(C LD,
Cat is in room.

2. WIHEBRhICHD Tz,
Chair was in the kitchen.

3. WWRE(CEDTZ,
Met good friend.

4. TLIEEICIRD,
Jim will become doctor.

5. FBBICHEE(CITo T
Went to library last week.

Note: Don't forget to use [43] for inanimate objects such as the chair and [UL\&] for animate
objects such as the cat.

While the [(C] particle is not always required to indicate time, there is a slight difference in meaning
between using the target particle and not using anything at all. In the following examples, the target
particle makes the date a specific target emphasizing that the friend will go to Japan at that time. Without
the particle, there is no special emphasis.

1. RE, KE, BRICITL,
Next year, friend go to Japan.

2. REF, RFECHRCITL,
Friend go to Japan next year.

3.8.3 The directional [/\| particle

Vocabulary

BN

. BAR [(T - (FA] - Japan

17< [Ly - <] (u-verb) -to go

2 [1) 5%5;2) L\Z] - 1) one's own home; 2) house
155 (WX - D] (u-verb) - to go home

&2 [\ - 2] -room

X3 [< - B3] (exception) - to come

E#& [L)- U] - doctor

783 (u-verb) - to become

55 [H - 5] - victory

© ©®© N o o &~ w b
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10. @D [E©H - 3] (u-verb) - to face; to go towards

While [/\] is normally pronounced /he/, when it is being used as a particle, it is always pronounced
lel (Z). The primary difference between the [(C] and [/\] particle is that [(C] goes to a target
as the final, intended destination (both physical or abstract). The [/\] particle, on the other hand, is
used to express the fact that one is setting out towards the direction of the target. As a result, it is only
used with directional motion verbs. It also does not guarantee whether the target is the final intended
destination, only that one is heading towards that direction. In other words, the [(C] particle sticks to
the destination while the [/\] particle is fuzzy about where one is ultimately headed. For example, if
we choose to replace [(C] with [/\] in the first three examples of the previous section, the nuance
changes slightly.

Examples

1. IRTFEANTOTZ.

Bob Japan.
2. JINAIBSIRN,

Not go home house.
3. BEN< B,

Come room.

Note that we cannot use the [/\] particle with verbs that have no physical direction. For example, the
following is incorrect.

« EENRD,
(Grammatically incorrect version of [E&EI(C/ZSB] )

This does not mean to say that [/\] cannot set out towards an abstract concept. In fact, because of
the fuzzy directional meaning of this particle, the [/\] particle can also be used to talk about setting
out towards certain future goals or expectations.

- 5 mh S,

Go towards victory.

3.8.4 The contextual [C| particle

Vocabulary

1. BREIEE [Z L) - AY - HA] - movie theatre
2. 3% [# - B] (ru-verb) - to see
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J\X - bus

155 [MA - D] (u-verb) - to go home
LA b5 - restaurant

BZR (0% - Z - (FA] -lunch
BNRD [fz - R3] (ru-verb) - to eat
il IR/ TRA] - what

iR [(OZ] -free  (as in not busy)

© ® N o o &

The [TTJ particle will allow us to specify the context in which the action is performed. For example, if a
person ate a fish, where did he eat it? If a person went to school, by what means did she go? With what
will you eat the soup? All of these questions can be answered with the [T particle. Here are some
examples.

Examples

1. REIEE C Rz,
Saw at movie theater.

2. IR @D
Go home by bus.

3. LA TBRCHRZEBNI
Ate lunch at restaurant.

It may help to think of [TT1 as meaning "by way of". This way, the same meaning will kind of translate
into what the sentence means. The examples will then read: "Saw by way of movie theater", "Go home
by way of bus", and "Ate lunch by way of restaurant.”

Using [Tl with [4d]]

The word for "what" ({a]) is quite annoying because while it's usually read as [7&(C] , sometimes it is
read as [/RA,] depending on how it's used. And since it's always written in Kanji, you can't tell which
it is. | would suggest sticking with [72(C] until someone corrects you for when it should be [7T2A/] .
With the [TTJ particle, itis read as [72(C] as well. (Hold the mouse cursor over the word to check
the reading.)

1. fcEe?
Came by the way of what?

2. XX CE,
Came by the way of bus.
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Here's the confusing part. There is a colloquial version of the word "why" that is used much more often
than the less colloquial version &35 UL T or the more forceful [72tF] . Itis also written as [{A] T ]
butitis read as [72A, Tl . This is a completely separate word and has nothing to do with the [T
particle.

1. e
Why did you come?
2. BEZH S,
Because | am free (as in have nothing to do).

The [H5] here meaning "because" is different from the [/H'5] we just learned and will be covered
later in the compound sentence section. Basically the point is that the two sentences, while written the
same way, are read differently and mean completely different things. Don't worry. This causes less
confusion than you think because 95% of the time, the latter is used rather than the former. And even
when [7R(CTJ isintended, the context will leave no mistake on which one is being used. Even in this
short example snippet, you can tell which it is by looking at the answer to the question.

3.8.5 When location is the topic

Vocabulary

1. 2 [W’> -+ &3] - school

L X b2 - restaurant

2. 17< [Ly - <] (u-verb)-to go

3. M&EEE (& - L&k HA] -library
4. £Z - where

5. 457 - ltaly

6.

7.

ES - how

There are times when the location of an action is also the topic of a sentence. You can attach the topic
particle ( [(&] and [%E] ) to the three particles that indicate location ( [(C1 . [/A\] . [TJ )when
the location is the topic. We'll see how location might become the topic in the following examples.

Example 1

T ERICITO 12 ?
Bob: (Did you) go to school?
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FUR ATV o Iz,
Alice: Didn't go.

RT KB ?
Bob: What about library?

YR HEBEECHITHIEN DTS,
Alice: Also didn't go to library.

In this example, Bob brings up a new topic (library) and so the location becomes the topic. The sentence
is actually an abbreviated version of [EIZ#E(C(F4TD 7= ?] which you can ascertain from the context.

Example 2
MRT : ECTERSB?
Bob: Eat where?

VIR A9V LARS> ES?
Alice: How about Italian restaurant?

Bob asks, "Where shall we eat?" and Alice suggests an Italian restaurant. A sentence like, "How about..."

usually brings up a new topic because the person is suggesting something new. In this case, the location
(restaurant) is being suggested so it becomes the topic.

3.8.6 When direct object is the topic

Vocabulary

1. BAREE [(C - (FA - Z) - Japanese (language)

il

2. 85 (/125 - D] (u-verb) - to learn

The direct object particle is different from particles related to location in that you cannot use any other
particles at the same time. For example, going by the previous section, you might have guessed that you
cansay [Z(d] to express a direct object that is also the topic but this is not the case. A topic can be
a direct object without using the [7% | particle. In fact, putting the [Z] particle in will make it wrong.

Examples

1. BREZE8>S,
Learn Japanese.

2. BAXREEE. 8BS,
About Japanese, (will) learn it.
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Please take care to not make this mistake.

- BAEE . B2,
(This is incorrect.)

3.9 Transitive and Intransitive Verbs

In Japanese, sometimes there are two types of the same verb often referred to as transitive and intran-
sitive verbs. The difference between the two is that one verb is an action done by an active agent while
the other is something that occurs without a direct agent. In English, this is sometimes expressed with
the same verb, such as: "The ball dropped" vs "l dropped the ball" but in Japanese it becomes [7R—
ILSESTZ] vs [IR—ILZEE 1 . Sometimes, the verbs changes when translated into English
such as "To put it in the box" (8 (C A113) vs "To enter the box" (¥8(C A D) but this is only from the
differences in the languages. If you think in Japanese, intransitive and transitive verbs have the same
meaning except that one indicates that someone had a direct hand in the action (direct object) while the
other does not. While knowing the terminology is not important, it is important to know which is which in
order to use the correct particle for the correct verb.

Since the basic meaning and the kanji is the same, you can learn two verbs for the price of just one kanji!
Let's look at a sample list of intransitive and transitive verbs.

Transitive and Intransitive Verbs

Transitive Intransitive
BET to drop &5 3 to fall
H9 to take out 13 to come out; to leave
AND to insert A3 to enter
HITD to open [ < to be opened
F&HD to close BZ S to be closed
DFD to attach D< to be attached
HI to erase JH.Z D to disappear
k< to extract ¥k1F3 to be extracted

3.9.1 Pay attention to particles!

The important lesson to take away here is to learn how to use the correct particle for the correct type of
verb. It might be difficult at first to grasp which is which when learning new verbs or whether there even
is a transitive/intransitive distinction. If you're not sure, you can always check whether a verb is transitive
or intransitive by using an online dictionary such as jisho.org
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Examples

1. HERE DIz,
I am the one that turned on the lights.
2. ERNDUL.
The lights turned on.
3. ERHT.
Turn off the lights.
4. BRUHHEZD.
Lights turn off.

5. #ENEBZRITIT?
Who opened the window?

6. ENEDULTHWEZ?
Why has the window opened?

The important thing to remember is that intransitive verbs cannot have a direct object because there is
no direct acting agent. The following sentences are grammatically incorrect.

1. BRVZ DLV,

( %] should be replaced with /A% or T(Z])
2. BRUTEA D

( =] should be replaced with /A% or T(&])

3. ESULTCEZHWLE?
( =] should be replaced with /A% or T(&])

The only time you can use the [Z ] particle for intransitive verbs is when a location is the direct object
of a motion verb as briefly described in the previous section.

1. BIE =T,
| left room.

3.10 Relative Clauses and Sentence Order

3.10.1 Treating verbs and state-of-being like adjectives

Have you noticed how, many forms of verbs and the state-of-being conjugate in a similar manner to i-
adjectives? Well, that is because, in a sense, they are adjectives. For example, consider the sentence:
"The person who did not eat went to bank." The "did not eat" describes the person and in Japanese, you
can directly modify the noun 'person’ with the clause 'did not eat' just like a regular adjective. This very
simple realization will allow us to modify a noun with any arbitrary verb phrase!

63



3.10. RELATIVE CLAUSES AND SENTENCE ORDER CHAPTER 3. BASIC GRAMMAR

3.10.2 Using state-of-being clauses as adjectives

Vocabulary

—

. B (&< - &) - international
HE [Z&£D - 1L)<] -education
> %5 —- center

Bi% [&D - U& D] -entry (on stage)
A [CA - D] - character

A (725 - L\D] - entering

21k [EA - U] - prohibition, ban
FE [H< - 2] - student

A [Dr&] - person

2R (Mo &3] -school

. 47< [Ly - <] (u-verb) - to go

. FHE (2 - £B] -child

3Dk [D> - (] (na-adj) - fine, elegant
. RN [B&ERR] - adult

. 183 (u-verb) - to become

. RE [&EB - 125] - friend

. L) (i-adj) - good

.o [BA - Uw D] - last week

. E#& [LY- L] - doctor

. AE (L -] -job

. #¥D [A° - 3] (ru-verb) - to quit

S © ® N O O A W N
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The negative, past, and negative past conjugations of verbs can be used just like adjectives to directly
modify nouns. However, we cannot do this with the plain non-past state-of-being using [/Z] . (I told
you this was a pain in the butt.) The language has particles for this purpose, which will be covered in the
next section.

You cannot use [/Z] to directly modify a noun with a noun like you can with [/Z27z] . [TU®
2] L and TUw»RRMDTZ] .

You can, however, have a string of nouns placed together when they're not meant to modify each other.
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For example, in a phrase such as "International Education Center" you can see that it is just a string
of nouns without any grammatical modifications between them. It's not an "Education Center that is In-
ternational" or a "Center for International Education", etc., it's just "International Education Center". In
Japanese, you can express this as simply [[ER %Iﬁt/gj (or [tZ>%—1 ). You will see this
chaining of nouns in many combinations. Sometimes a certain combination is so commonly used that it
has almost become a separate word and is even listed as a separate entry in some dictionaries. Some
examples include: [EHZ A . [IZAZIE] . or @EIFZH] . If you have difficulties in figuring
out where to separate the words, you can paste them into the WWWJDICs Translate Words in Japanese
Text function and it'll parse the words for you (most of the time).

Examples

Here are some examples of direct noun modifications with a conjugated noun clause. The noun clause
has been highlighted.

1. A& ZERISITHRL,
Person who is not student do not go to school.
2. IJZb\_L/}T’?Hj(A(L.TdD 1z
The Alice that was a child became a fine adult.
3. PUR(E. WWRIECIRD TS,
Alice who was not a friend, became a good friend.
4. NI & ASB=EEFDI.

Bob who was a doctor last week quit his job.

3.10.3 Using relative verb clauses as adjectives

Vocabulary

—_—

. 5t
BRE [Z0) - A - movie

83 [# - D] (ru-verb) - to see
A [ &] - person

# [7ZNn] - who

LDE - always

heg [RA - & D] - study

9 D (exception) - to do

U (B - L] (i-adj) - red

[(BA - U D] -last week

(&

|

© ® N o o &~ 0w b
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10. X/R> - pants

1. ED [H - 5] (u-verb) - to buy

12. & [&E - 125] - friend

13. BeZER [(FA - - (A - dinner
14. BRD [fz - XB] (ru-verb) - to eat
15. #R17 [EA - 23] -bank

Verbs clauses can also be used just like adjectives to modify nouns. The following examples show us
how this will allow us to make quite detailed and complicated sentences. The verb clause is highlighted.

Examples

1. ANIFFE?
Who is person who watched movie last week?

2. M7, AT
Bob is a person who always studies.

3. REIINT o
Friend who buy red pants is Bob.

4. INES RITICIT O 1=
Person who did not eat dinner went to the bank she saw at movie.

3.10.4 Japanese Sentence Order

Vocabulary

1. Fh [1DO7=U]) - me; myself; |

2. BB [Z5 - ZA] - (public) park

3. BAY [H - RNA - &3] -boxlunch
4. BRD [z - XB] (ru-verb) - to eat
5. F4& [H< - BUL)] - student

6. 17< [LY - <] (u-verb)-togo

Now that we've learned the concept of relative clauses and how they are used as building blocks to make
sentences, | can go over how Japanese sentence ordering works. There's this myth that keeps floating
around about Japanese sentence order that continues to plague many hapless beginners to Japanese.
Here's how it goes.
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The most basic sentence structure in English can be described as consisting of the following elements
in this specific order: [Subject] [Verb] [Object]. A sentence is not grammatically correct if any of those
elements are missing or out of order.

Japanese students will tell you that Japanese, on the other hand, while frothing at the mouth, is completely
backwards!! Even some Japanese teacher might tell you that the basic Japanese sentence order is
[Subject] [Object] [Verb]. This is a classic example of trying to fit Japanese into an English-based type
of thinking. Of course, we all know (right?) that the real order of the fundamental Japanese sentence is:
[Verb]. Anything else that comes before the verb doesn't have to come in any particular order and nothing
more than the verb is required to make a complete sentence. In addition, the verb must always come
at the end. That's the whole point of even having particles so that they can identify what grammatical
function a word serves no matter where it is in the sentence. In fact, nothing will stop us from making a
sentence with [Object] [Subject] [Verb] or just [Object] [Verb]. The following sentences are all complete
and correct because the verb is at the end of the sentence.

Grammatically complete and correctly ordered sentences

1. hFRETHHEZ 0
RETHEEREZ 0
HEFRBZIINET o

o > v DN

So don't sweat over whether your sentence is in the correct order. Just remember the following rules.

Japanese sentence order

» A complete sentence requires a main verb that must come at the end. This also includes the implied
state-of-being.
Examples

1. BRIz
2. FHE (D)
» Complete sentences (relative clauses) can be used to modify nouns to make sentences with nested
relative clauses except in the case of [/Z] .
Example
FENREICITDO I,
went to the park.
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3.11 Noun-related Particles (&. 2. &H. D)

3.11.1 The last three particles (Not!)

We have already gone over very powerful constructs that can express almost anything we want. We will
see the [ particle will give us even more power by allowing us to define a generic, abstract noun.
We will also learn how to modify nouns directly with nouns. The three particles we will cover can group
nouns together in different ways.

This is the last lesson that will be specifically focused on particles but that does not mean that there are
no more particles to learn. We will learn many more particles along the way but they may not be labeled

as such. As long as you know what they mean and how to use them, it is not too important to know
whether they are particles or not.

3.11.2 The Inclusive [& ] particle

Vocabulary

—

. T 7 - knife

I A—7J - fork

AT —F - steak

BRD [/z - R3] (ru-verb) - to eat
A [(FA] - book

#MEE [&>- U] - magazine

EZE [(IHE] - postcard

85 [h - D3] (u-verb) - to buy
RiE [&E - 125] - friend

589 (3R - 9] (u-verb) - to speak
. t&E [BA - BU)] -teacher

© © ® N o g k~ w0 DN
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. =D [3& - D] (u-verb) - to meet

The [ &1 particle is similar to the [ particle in that it contains a meaning of inclusion. It can combine
two or more nouns together to mean "and".

1. FATETA—DTRT—FZEN.

Ate steak by means of knife and fork.
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2. REMEECEEZE DI,
Bought book, magazine, and post card.

Another similar use of the [& | particle is to show an action that was done together with someone or
something else.

1. RESFEUR,
Talked with friend.

2. |ECEoTE.
Met with teacher.

3.11.3 The Vague Listing [{°] and [&hH'] particles

Vocabulary

1. Bk (D - & - ED] - beverage
v -cup

FTF> - napkin

L\ (u-verb) - to need

#t [<D] -shoes

=7 - shirt

N o g bk~ w D

B3 [H - 3] (u-verb) - to buy

The [¥2] particle, just like the [& ] particle, is used to list one or more nouns except that it is much
more vague than the &1 particle. It implies that there may be other things that are unlisted and that
not all items in the list may apply. In English, you might think of this as an "and/or, etc." type of listing.

1. AN OHY TOFTFH(E LWSRN?
You don't need (things like) drink, cup, or napkin, etc.?

2. oS vV EEDS,
Buy (things like) shoes and shirt, etc...

[ &HM] also has the same meaning as [Y2] but is a slightly more colloquial expression.

1. A EN YT ENFTF(E WNSIRN?
You don't need (things like) drink, cup, or napkin, etc.?

2. DS PrYEED,
Buy (things like) shoes and shirt, etc...
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3.11.4 The [D] particle

Vocabulary

—_—

N N DN DN DN D DN D DN =2 a2 a a a a a A a0
0o N o 0 b~ W N 22 O © 0o N O a b~ w N -~ O

© ® N o o ~ w0 DN

A [(FA] - book

FAUF] - America

KZF [1Z0) - H'<] - college
FE [H< - 8] - student
€M - that

Z® - abbreviation of [E11D]
=17\ - shirt

# [7Zn] - who

Z1 - this

. ZD - abbreviation of [ ZHN®D]
. 311 - that (over there)

. &® - abbreviation of [&HMND]
S AW LU - B30 (i-adj) - white
. IMOUN (i-ad)) - cute

1% [Uw - & &3] -class

. 47< (LY - <] (u-verb) - to go
. oD (19 - N3] (ru-verb) - to forget
. & - event, matter

. 8B [EUL - ([C5] -every day
. fsg [(RA - E& D] - study

. 93 (exception) - to do

. RZE [fzL) - ANA] (na-ad)) - tough, hard time
AU (B - O] -same
. ¥ [ED] - object

. BRD [z - XB] (ru-verb) - to eat

. mBW BB - U - BU] (i-adj) - interesting
. Bh (LT - H] (na-adj) - quiet

. 252 [\ - %°] -room
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29. A [Dr&] - person

30. &K K>+ &3] - school

The [dD] particle has many uses and it is a very powerful particle. Itis introduced here because like the
[&] and [{2] particle, it can be used to connect one or more nouns. Let's look at a few examples.

1. RT DK,
Book of Bob.

2. RDORT,
Bob of book.

The first sentence essentially means, "Bob's book." (not a lost bible chapter). The second sentence
means, "Book's Bob" which is probably a mistake. I've translated the first example as "book of Bob"
because the [D] particle doesn't always imply possession as the next example shows.

1. MITE PAUHDDOKZDZET,
Bob is student of college of America.

In normal English, this would translate to, "Bob is a student of an American college." The order of modifi-
cation is backwards so Bob is a student of a college that is American. [FZEDKFEDI7 AU S| means
"America of college of student" which is probably an error and makes little sense. (America of student's
college?)

The noun that is being modified can be omitted if the context clearly indicates what is being omitted. The
following highlighted redundant words can be omitted.

1. TDIWYILEHED ?
Whose shirt is that shirt?

2. RTD 1z
It is shirt of Bob.

to become:

1. TDvWI(IEHED ?
Whose shirt is that?

2. IRTDIE,
It is of Bob.
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( [ZdD] is an abbreviation of [Z41+ D] so it directly modifies the noun because the [D] particle
is intrinsically attached. Other words include [Z®] from [ZHdD] and [HD] from [HND] )

The [d] particle in this usage essentially replaces the noun and takes over the role as a noun itself.
We can essentially treat adjectives and verbs just like nouns by adding the [D] particle to it. The
particle then becomes a generic noun, which we can treat just like a regular noun.

1. (E. O,
Thing that is white is cute.
2 NI,

Forgot the event of going to class.

Now we can use the direct object, topic, and identifier particle with verbs and adjectives. We don't nec-
essarily have to use the [D] particle here. We can use the noun [#]] , which is a generic object or
[Z &1 for a generic event. For example, we can also say:

1. BULWIE DLW,
Thing that is white is cute.

2. #E(C17< =Nz,
Forgot the thing of going to class.

However, the [D] particle is very useful in that you don't have to specify a particular noun. In the next
examples, the T[] particle is not replacing any particular noun, it just allows us to modify verb and
adjective clauses like noun clauses. The relative clauses are highlighted.

1. DIFKE.
The thing of studying every day is tough.
2 DlF. EELIRL,

It's not interesting to eat same thing every day.

Even when substituting [ for a noun, you stillneed the 73] to modify the noun when a na-adjective
is being used.

o BEOVIEBEN. PURDEBETE,
Quiet room is room of Alice.

becomes:

o BEOV2DN. FTUXDEBETE,
Quiet one is room of Alice.
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*Warning: This may make things seem like you can replace any arbitrary nouns with [@D] but this is
not so. It is important to realize that the sentence must be about the clause and not the noun that was
replaced. For example, in the last section we had the sentence, FEUwRVAIL FERICITHR
LV] . You may think that you can just replace [ A1 with D] to produce TZHEU®RVDE. F
K(CATHRUN] . But in fact, this makes no sense because the sentence is now about the clause "Is
not student”. The sentence becomes, "The thing of not being student does not go to school" which is
complete gibberish because not being a student is a state and it doesn't make sense for a state to go
anywhere much less school.

3.11.5 The [(D] particle as explanation

Vocabulary

.5 [LF] - now

LWL (WA - LU (i-adj) - busy
F4& (K< - BU] - student

X8 [(DP] - to drink

—

& - where

17< (LY <] (u-verb) - to go

’¥E [Uw - &£ D] -class

33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

2D A - casual word for "no" (nah, uh-uh)
€D - that (abbr. of €11MD)

. A [O&] - person

©c © ©® N o g &~ W N
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. 8BS [M - 3] (u-verb) - to buy

. 5BE [BA - B -teacher

14. BIZER (= - T - (FA] - breakfast
15. BRD [fz - XB] (ru-verb) - to eat

-
w

16. £S5 LT -why

The [@] particle attached at the end of the last clause of a sentence can also convey an explanatory
tone to your sentence. For example, if someone asked you if you have time, you might respond, "The
thing is I'm kind of busy right now." The abstract generic noun of "the thing is..." can also be expressed
with the [D] particle. This type of sentence has an embedded meaning that explains the reason(s) for
something else.

The sentence would be expressed like so:
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s S(ICLLD,
The thing is that (I'm) busy now.

This sounds very soft and feminine. In fact, adult males will almost always add a declarative [7Z] unless
they want to sound cute for some reason.

« SFICLWVDIZ,
The thing is that (I'm) busy now.

However, since the declarative [7Z] cannot be used in a question, the same [®] in questions do
not carry a feminine tone at all and is used by both males and females.

s SFELLD?
Is it that (you) are busy now? (gender-neutral)

To express state-of-being, when the [D] particle is used to convey this explanatory tone, we need to
add [73&] to distinguish it from the [D] particle that simply means "of".

1. LD,
Itis of Jim. (Itis Jim's.)

2. TI2DIZ,
Itis Jim (with explanatory tone).

Besides this one case, everything else remains the same as before.

In actuality, while this type of explanatory tone is used all the time, [D7Z] is usually substituted by [As
121 . This is probably due to the fact that [A/Z] is easier to say than [DJZ] . This grammar can have
what seems like many different meaning because not only can it be used with all forms of adjectives,
nouns, and verbs it itself can also be conjugated just like the state-of-being. A conjugation chart will
show you what this means.

There's really nothing new here. The first chart is just adding [AJZ] (or [7TRAJZ] ) to a conjugated
verb, noun, or adjective. The second chart adds [A/7Z] (or [7RXA/7Z] ) to a non-conjugated verb,
noun, adjective and then conjugates the [/Z] partof [A/JZ] just like a regular state-of-being for
nouns and na-adjectives. Just don't forget to attach the [72] for nouns as well as na-adjectives.

[AJZ] attached to different conjugations (Substitute [D] or [DE] for TAE])

Noun/Na-Adj Verb/1-Adj
Plain 5 58
Negative FEOwIR /EXAA
Past FEITOK BRATZ
Past-Neg | FEU v o BEh oI
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[ATZ] is conjugated (Substitute D] for TA] and [D] or TDZ] for TATZ])

Noun/Na-Adj Verb/I-Adj
Plain F5 5B}
Negative F5 /)
Past F& R
Past-Neg | ¥4 /58

| would say that the past and past-negative forms for noun/na-adjective in the second chart are almost
never used (especially with [ ] ) but they are presented for completeness.

The crucial difference between using the explanatory [d] and not using anything at all is that you
are telling the listener, "Look, here's the reason" as opposed to simply imparting new information. For
example, if someone asked you, "Are you busy now?" you can simply answer, [S(ZICLULY] . However,
if someone asked you, "How come you can't talk to me?" since you obviously have some explaining to
do, you would answer, [S(HICLWLD] or [SFITCUWAT] . This grammar is indispensable for
seeking explanations in questions. For instance, if you want to ask, "Hey, isn't it late?" you can't just ask,
[HE <70\ ?] because that means, "It's not late?" You need to indicate that you are seeking explanation
in the form of NEWAU®RN?] .

Let's see some examples of the types of situations where this grammar is used. The examples will
have literal translation to make it easier to see how the meaning stays the same and carries over into

what would be very different types of sentences in normal English. A more natural English translation is
provided as well because the literal translations can get a bit convoluted.

Example 1
PUR: ECIITKD??
Alice: Where is it that (you) are going?

RT  1REE(CAT< o
Bob: Itis that (I) go to class.

Alice: Where are you going? (Seeking explanation)
Bob: I'm going to class. (Explanatory)

Example 2

TUR S, BENHDD ?
Alice: Isn't it that there is class now?

AT S B o
Bob: Now it is that there is no class.

Alice: Don't you have class now? (Expecting that there is class)
Bob: No, there is no class now. (Explanatory)
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Example 3

TURX S, BEMNRN ?
Alice: Isn't it that there isn't class now?

MRT:S55A. 3.
Bob: No, there is.

Alice: Don't you not have class now? (Expecting that there is no class)
Bob: No, | do have class.

Example 4

TUXR : ZDANPED ?

Alice: Wasn't it that that person was the one to buy?
MRT DA BERNES o

Bob: No, it is that teacher is the one to buy.

Alice: Wasn't that person going to buy? (Expecting that the person would buy)
Bob: No, the teacher is going to. (Explanatory)

Example 5

U BiCEREBNRD o
Alice: It is that breakfast wasn't to eat.

RTESLT?
Bob: Why?

Alice: Should not have eaten breakfast, you know. (Explaining that breakfast wasn't to be eaten)
Bob: How come?

Don't worry if you are thoroughly confused by now, we will see many more examples along the way. Once
you get the sense of how everything works, it's better to forget the English because the double and triple
negatives can get quite confusing such as Example 3. However, in Japanese it is a perfectly normal
expression, as you will begin to realize once you get accustomed to Japanese.
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3.12 Adverbs and Sentence-ending particles

3.12.1 Properties of Adverbs

Vocabulary

—

By [([3X2 - W] (i-adj) - fast; early

2. 1) (na-adj) - pretty; clean

3. BACER [ - T - (FA] - breakfast
4. BRD [z - XB] (ru-verb) - to eat

5. B9 [U - 3A] - oneself

6. EBE [\ - ] -room

7. BRE [Z0) - A - movie

8. T=< & A - alot (amount)

9. B3 [# - B] -to see; to watch

10. &It [&L) - FA] - recent; lately

1. 28 [FA - HFA] -notat all (when used with negative)
12. &= [ZX] - voice

13. #&t@ ((F> - 23] - fairly, reasonably
14. K= (B8 - =0\ (i-ad)) - big

15. CZ D - this (abbr. of Z11MD)

16. B [E5] - town

17. ZH3D [H - D3] (u-verb) - to change
18. KZEEE [& - Uk - hhA] - library

19. B [7&HY] - inside
20. #hH (LT - H] (na-adj) - quiet

Unlike English, changing adjectives to adverbs is a very simple and straightforward process. In addition,
since the system of particles make sentence ordering flexible, adverbs can be placed anywhere in the
clause that it applies to as long as it comes before the verb that it refers to. As usual, we have two
separate rules: one for i-adjectives, and one for na-adjectives.
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How to change an adjective to an adverb

+ For i-adjectives: Substitute the [UL\] with [<] .
Example: 20\ —» 8

« For na-adjectives: Attach the target particle [(C] .
Example: &1L —» 10

« NI (FETEHRZ T < BN,
Bob quickly ate breakfast.

The adverb [E< ] is a little different from the English word 'fast' in that it can mean quickly in terms of
speed or time. In other words, Bob may have eaten his breakfast early or he may have eaten it quickly
depending on the context. In other types of sentences suchas [EB<iED7z] , itis quite obvious that it
probably means quickly and not early. (Of course this also depends on the context.)

s VURIIBDDEEZ Oy =
Alice did her own room toward clean.

The literal translation kind of gives you a sense of why the target particle is used. There is some argument
against calling this an adverb at all but it is convenient for us to do so because of the grouping of i-
adjectives and na-adjectives. Thinking of it as an adverb, we can interpret the sentence to mean: "Alice
did her room cleanly." or less literally: "Alice cleaned her room." ( [Z&41U\] literally means "pretty" but
if it helps, you can think of it as, "Alice prettied up her own room.")

Note: Not all adverbs are derived from adjectives. Some words like [£#] and [fz<&A] are

adverbs in themselves without any conjugation. These words can be used without particles just like
regular adverbs.

1. BR{EZ R

Saw a lot of movies.

2. &, BN,
Lately, don't eat at all.

Examples

Here are some more examples of using adverbs.

1. RT DA, RELN
Bob's voice is large.
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2. COH(G, & ZhoTz.
This town had changed lately.
3. MEEDHF TS, EESH

Within the library, [we] do things

3.12.2 Sentence-ending particles

Vocabulary

—

. L) (i-adj) - good

KR [TA - &) - weather

€D - (things are) that way

HAW [BE - LS - V)] (i-ad)) - interesting

BRE [ZU) - ] - movie

28 [HFA - FA] -notat all (when used with negative)
B (U - DA -time

33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

Ak (2 - Uk D - A (na-adj) - ok

SH [E& 3] -today

© © ® N o o ~ w N
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. DA -yes (casual)

. CH -but

. BABH [&U7z] - tomorrow

. MW [&] -rain

. B&3 [\ - B] (u-verb) - to precipitate
. B [&HvR] -fish

17. 1¥& [9 - =] (na-adj) - likable

A A A A oA
D AW N

Sentence-ending particles are particles that always come at the end of sentences to change the "tone" or
"feel" of a sentence. In this section, we will cover the two most commonly used sentence-ending particles.

3.12.3 [1] sentence ending

People usually add [13] to the end of their sentence when they are looking for (and expecting) agreement
to what they are saying. This is equivalent to saying, "right?" or "isn't it?" in English.
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Example 1
MRT  LWKRERTE .
Bob: Good weather, ?

IR 1 EDH
Alice: That is so, ?

The literal translation of [Z313] sounds a bit odd but it basically means something like, "Sure is".
Males would probably say, [Z57Z1] .

Example 2

U : BBULAVREE S 21,
Alice: That was interesting movie, ?

MRT : Z?2ABELBAL Mo,
Bob: Huh? No, it wasn't interesting at all.

Since Alice is expecting agreement that the movie was interesting Bob is surprised because he didn't find

the movie interesting atall. ( [ X ] isa
sound of surprise and confusion.)

3124 [X] sentence ending

When [X] is attached to the end of a sentence, it means that the speaker is informing the listener of
something new. In English, we might say this with a, "You know..." such as the sentence, "You know, I'm
actually a genius."

Example 1

AP = iva)y A A
Alice: , there is no time.

RT L KK IE L,
Bob: It's ok,
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Example 2

7UX : SHEVLWKRRZ.
Alice: Good weather today, huh?

AT Dh. TEH. BHEHMMNIES L.
Bob: Yeah. But it will rain tomorrow,

3.12.5 Combining both to get [ X1

You can also combine the two particles we just learned to create [J&413] . This is essentially used
when you want to inform the listener of some new point you're trying to make and when you're seeking
agreement on it at the same time. When combining the two, the order must always be [X&13] . You
cannot reverse the order.

Example

U KT (E. BEIFERAL 0
Alice: , you like fish, ?

RT  ZFSER
Bob: That is so, ?
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Chapter 4

Essential Grammar

We have learned the basic foundation of the Japanese language. Now that we have a general knowledge
of how Japanese works, we can now extend that by learning specific grammar for various situations. This
section will go over what is considered to be essential grammar for basic practical Japanese. You will
begin to see fewer literal translations in order to emphasize the new grammar now that you (should) have
a good understanding of the basic fundamental grammar. For example, in sentences where the subject
has not been specified, | might simply specify the subject in the translation as 'he' even though it may
very well be "we" or "them" depending on the context.

This section starts with transforming what we have learned so far into a more unassuming and politer
form. In any language, there are ways to word things differently to express a feeling of deference or
politeness. Even English has differences such as saying, "May I..." vs "Can I...". You may speak one way
to your professor and another way to your friends. However, Japanese is different in that not only does
the type of vocabulary change, the grammatical structure for every sentence changes as well. There is a
distinct and clear line differentiating polite and casual types of speech. On the one hand, the rules clearly
tell you how to structure your sentences for different social contexts. On the other hand, every sentence
you speak must be conjugated to the proper level of politeness. In section 3, we will cover the polite
version of Japanese, which is required for speaking to people of higher social position or to people you
are unfamiliar with.

This section will then continue to cover the most useful major types of grammar in Japanese. For this
reason, we will learn the most common conjugations such as the te-form, potential, conditional, and
volitional. The latter sections are in no particular order and neither does it need to be. The grammar that
is presented here is essential which means that you have to learn it all anyway and learn them well.
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4.1 Polite Form and Verb Stems (~T9. ~&%9)

4.1.1 Not being rude in Japan

Vocabulary

1. TE5E [TLY - ALY - ] - polite language
BifEE (7 A - 1LY - ] - honorific language
#eEE (LA - U&D - 1 - humble language
(0N - yes (polite)

.U‘.AS"!\’

UL\WWX - no (polite)

The Japanese we have learned so far is all well and good if you're 5-years old. Unfortunately, adults
are expected to use a politer version of the language (called T Z:&) when addressing certain people.
People you will probably use T Z5E with are: 1) people of higher social rank, and 2) people you are not
familiar with. Deciding when to use which language is pretty much a matter of "feel". However, it is a
good idea to stick with one form for each person.

Later (probably much later), we will learn an even politer version of the language called honorific (B4Y:E)
and humble (5R5E5E) form. It will be more useful than you may think because store clerks, receptionists,
and such will speak to you in those forms. But for now, let's concentrate on just T Z5E, which is the base
for B34KEE and REE:E.

Fortunately, it is not difficult to change casual speech to polite speech. There may be some slight changes
to the vocabulary (for example, "yes" and "no" become [(ZLV] and [ULVWNZ ] respectively in polite
speech), and very colloquial types of sentence endings are not used in polite speech. (We will learn about
sentence endings in a later section.) Essentially, the only main difference between polite and casual
speech comes at the very end of the sentence. You cannot even tell whether a person is speaking in
polite or casual speech until the sentence is finished.

4.1.2 The stem of verbs

Vocabulary

1. BRD [z - XB] (ru-verb) - to eat

2. k< [B&K - <] (u-verb) - to swim

3. 9B (exception) - to do

4. 3% [< - B] (exception) - to come
5. 8% [T - B] (u-verb) - to get angry
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10.
1.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.

#%E [To - IFA] -fist

AR [¥°F - #H] - rest; vacation

B (D - ] (u-verb) - to drink

BAE [ UL7Z] - tomorrow

BRiE [Z0) - A - movie

83 [# - B] (ru-verb) - to see

17< (LY <] (u-verb) - to go

RiE [&E - 125] - friend

W5\ [3pE - 5] (u-verb) - to play

ZLD [Tz - L] (u-verb) - to enjoy

{9 [/Z - 9] (u-verb) - to bring out

ED [(EU - B] (u-verb) - to run

EOHT [(FL - D - 2 - ) (u-verb) - to break into a run
=2 [& B3] (ru-verb) - to wear

B2 [h - 23] (ru-verb) - to switch

BBZ2 [&E - M- XB] (ru-verb) - to change (clothes)
11373 [D - 73] (ru-verb) - to attach

Mmxa (<1 - ZXB] (ru-verb) - to add

3z (D 1F - <1 - ZB] (ru-verb) - to add one thing to another

S (LY D] (u-verb) - to say

I

SWHT [LY- LY - 72 - F] (u-verb) - to start talking

In order to conjugate all u-verbs and ru-verbs into their respective polite forms, we will first learn about the
stem of verbs. This is often called the masu-stem in Japanese textbooks but we will call it just the stem
because it is used in many more conjugations than just its masu-form. The stem is really great because
it's very easy to produce and is useful in many different types of grammar.
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Rules for extracting the stem of verbs

* For ru-verbs: Remove the [3]
Example: BRS - BN

* For u-verbs: The last vowel sound changes from an / u / vowel sound to an /i / vowel sound.
Example: k< — ik

* Exceptions:

1. [9] becomes U]
2. [<3] becomes [Z]

(.

The stem when used by itself can be a very specialized and limited way of creating nouns from verbs.
While the [ ] particle allows you to talk about verbs as if they were nouns, the stem actually turns verbs
into nouns. In fact, in very rare cases, the stem is used more often than the verb itself. For example, the
stem of [#&3] (L\H'D) is used more often than the verb itself. The movie, "Fists of Fury" is translated
as [BODD#%Z] andnot [BRD8Z]| . Infact, [E3] will mostlikelybereadas [HZB] ,a
completely different verb with the same meaning and kanji! There are a number of specific nouns (such
as [{Kkd+] )that are really verb stems that are used like regular nouns. However, in general we cannot
take any verb and make it into a noun. For example, the following sentence is wrong.

« BRHET B

(This sentence makes sense but no one talks like this)

However, a useful grammar that works in general for stems of all verbs is using the stem as a target with
a motion verb (almost always [1T7<1 and [3£3] in this case). This grammar means, "to go or to
come to do [some verb]". Here's an example.

1. BAR. MREZ = (C47<, - Tomorrow, go to see movie.

[RI(C] isthe stemof R3] combined with the target particle [(C] .

The motion target particle [/\] sounds like you're literally going or coming to something while the [(C |
particle implies that you are going or coming for the purpose of doing something.

1. ¥EB. REN = fuit
Yesterday, friend came to a playing activity. (Sounds a bit strange)

2. FEH. &REN =,
Yesterday, friend came to play.

The expression [EUAH(CF D] meaning "to look forward to" is formed from grammar similar to this
but is a special case and should be considered a set expression.
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Other verbs are also sometimes attached to the stem to create new verbs. For example, when [H79 |
is attached to the stem of [ES] , whichis [FED] ,youget [FEDH T | meaning "to break out into a
run". Other examples include [t1DEX 3] , which means "to switch over to something else”, and [1J
(70X 3] , which means "to add something by attaching it". You can see how the separate meanings
of the two verbs are combined to create the new combined verb. For example, [SU\H9 | means "to
start talking", combining the meaning, "to speak" and "to bring out". There are no general rules here, you
need to just memorize these combined verbs as separate verbs in their own right.

Things that are written in a formal context such as newspaper articles also use the stem as a conjunctive
verb. We will come back to this later in the formal expression lesson.

41.3 Using [~ZF9J ] to make verbs polite

Vocabulary

. B3B8 [ U7z] - tomorrow
KZF [7Z0) - H'<] - college

—_—

< [uy: <] (u-verb)-togo
5B [BA - ULw D] -last week

Y
Jdi

25 [d& - 3] (u-verb) - to meet

MR ((FA - Z - (FA] -dinner

BNRD [z - R3] (ru-verb) - to eat

HAW [HBE - LB - L] (i-ad)) - interesting
BRiE [Z0) - A - movie

83 [# - B] (ru-verb) - to see

© © ©® N o o &~ w N

—

Of course, the reason | introduced the verb stem is to learn how to conjugate verbs into their polite form...
the masu-form! The masu-form must always come at the end of a complete sentence and never inside
a modifying relative clause. When we learn compound sentences, we will see that each sub-sentence of
the compound sentence can end in masu-form as well.

To conjugate verbs into the masu-form, you attach different conjugations of [ &9 | to the stem depending
on the tense. Here is a chart.

A conjugation chart with sample stem [#20*]
& 9 conjugations Stem+ F 9

Plain ESCH WO
Negative FEA {0}
Past U/ O

Past-Neg FHATUL o)
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Examples

1. BAH. KZEI(C °
Tomorrow, go to college.

2. 55E. RT(C Ko
You know, met Bob last week.

3. ®CERh%E VAR
Didn't eat dinner, huh?

4. EHHE <7R0\BRE (X o

About not interesting movies, do not see (them).

4.1.4 Using [TT9 | foreverything else

Vocabulary

—

N A A A -
R O R S

© © ® N o o k~ w0 D

. MOUN (i-ad)) - cute

& (LT - H] (na-adj) - quiet

FR [ - L\$B] - puppy

&ETH - very

gf= [9 - =] (na-adj) - likable; desirable
¥R [EdD3] - yesterday

i’ (G - DA -time

33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)
ED - that (abbr of [ZN®D] )

ZE [\ - ¥2] - room

B [BA - Lw D] - last week
. B3 [# - B] (ru-verb) - to see
. BRE (XU - HY] - movie

. mBW [BE - USB - L] (i-adj) - interesting

For any sentence that does not end in a ru-verb or u-verb, the only thing that needs to be done is to add
[T9 ] or [TULJ=] . Youcan also do this for substituted nouns (both [ ] and [A] )by just treating
them like regular nouns. Another important thing to remember is that if there is a declarative [/Z] , it
must be removed. In being polite, | guess you can't be so bold as to forwardly declare things the way
[7Z]1 does. Just like the masu-form, this must also go at the end of a complete sentence. Here is a chart
illustrating the conjugations.
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i-adjective (7= cannot be used)

Casual Polite
Plain AV SIATA Y SIATA
Negative MOV TRON MOV 7RO
Past Moo 7z MoOuo 7z
Past-Neg | "L\ o Tz | MO iamo e

na-adjective/noun (might have to remove /Z)

Casual Polite
Plain #h (12) EETA)
Negative AN URCFAYA AN URCFAYA
Past Bhrorke Bl )
Past-Neg | s2h U/ ofz | G Ureidh o/

" Notice in the case of noun/na-adjective only, the past tense becomes [TU/z] . A very common
mistake is to do the same for i-adjectives. Remember [/, 10\ ] is wrong!

Examples

1. FRIFETH 0
About puppies, like very much. (The most natural translation is that someone likes puppies very
much but there is not enough context to rule out that the puppies like something very much.)

2. FEH. BN o
It was that there was no time yesterday.
3. TDEPEIFHFED o
That room is not very quiet.
4. SRB(CRIZIRE (L. &TE o

Movie saw last week was very interesting.

1 Reality Check

| have heard on a number of occasions that the negative non-past conjugation as given here is not an
"officially" correct conjugation. Instead what's considered to be a more "correct" conjugation is to actually
replace the [7RXL\TT ] partwith [35DEEA ] . The reasoning is that the polite negative form of the
verb [33] isnot [1RWTT ] but [HDFEREAL . Therefore, [HMHOULKIRL] actually becomes
MOV HBDFERAL and [EENCw7RL] becomes [FENMUPHDFEEAL .

The reality of today's Japanese is that what's supposed to be the "official" conjugation sounds rather stiff
and formal. In normal everyday conversations, the conjugation presented here will be used almost every
time. While you should use the more formal conjugations for written works using the polite form, you'll
rarely hear it in actual speech. In conclusion, | recommend studying and becoming familiar with both
types of conjugations.
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A more formal negative conjugation

Casual Polite
Negative MO TR0 ML <
Past-Neg | MO\ \<7@ho 7z | MHu<
Negative EEVANURSYANA EEVAN RS
Past-Neg | B2 U iahofc | 88U

Examples

1. TDEEIIHEDEFEN U IR0 Ko
You know, that room is not very quiet.

2. TOEPE(IHFEDFRN Ko
You know, that room is not very quiet.

415 [TT9Y] is NOT thesameas [/Z]

Vocabulary

1. €35 -s0

2. BS [HE - D) (u-verb) - to think
3. (&L - yes (polite)
4

. BAD [Cfz - ZB] (ru-verb) - to answer

Many of you who have taken Japanese classes have probably been taught that [TT9 ] is the polite
version of [7Z] . However, | want to point some several key differences here and the reasons why
they are in fact completely different things. It is impossible to fully explain the reasons why they are
fundamentally different without discussing grammar that have yet to be covered so | would like to target
this toward those who have already started learning Japanese and have been incorrectly misinformed
that [/Z] is the casual version of [TTd ] . For the rest of you new to this, you can easily skip this part.

I'm sure most of you have learned the expression [€>51 by now. Now, there are four ways to make a
complete sentence using the state-of-being with €3] to produce a sentence that says, "That is so."

Different ways to say, "That is so."
1. €D,
2. D72,
3. €5T9Y,
4. EDTI2TVFET,
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The first [Z3] is the implied state-of-being and [E37/Z] is the declarative. As I've stated before,
the non-assuming soft spoken [Z>5] is often used by females while the more confident [Z37Z] is
often used by males.

[Z57T9] isthe polite version of [Z3] , created by attaching [C9 ] tothenoun. [Z35TY |
is not the polite version of [Z37Z] wherethe [/Z] isreplaced by [T9 ] and I'l explain why.

Perhaps we wanted to make that sentence into a question instead to ask, "Is that so?" There are several
ways to do this but some possibilities are given in the following. (This grammar is covered in a later
section.)

Different ways to ask, "Is that so?"

1. €257
2. TOM?
3. €DTIM?

As I've explained before, the [7/Z] is used to declare what one believes to be a fact. Therefore, [€>5
1Zh ?] is not a valid way to ask a question because it is declaring a fact and asking a question at the
same time. But the fact that &5 9 H'] is a valid question shows that [T ] and [/Z] are
essentially different. [“€5T9 | , in showing respect and humbleness, is not as assertive and is merely
the polite version of &3] .

Besides the difference in nuance between [/Z] and [T9 ] , another key difference is that [7Z] is
used in many different types of grammar to delineate a relative clause. [T | , on the other hand, is
only used at the end of a sentence to designate a polite state-of-being. For instance, consider the two
following sentences. (This grammar is covered in a later section.)

s TO/CERBVWET
| think that is so.

* €D ERNWET
(Incorrect sentence)

[Z5/Z&EBUET ] isvalidwhile [£5 BUVE T ] isnotbecause [TTI ] canonly go atthe
end of the sentence. [TC9 ] can only be in a relative clause when it is a direct quote of what someone
said such as the following.

< [EL. 25TY] &BERC.

In conclusion, replacing [ T3] with [7Z], thinking one is the polite equivalent of the other or vice-versa
will potentially result in grammatically incorrect sentences. It is best to think of them as totally separate
things (because they are).
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4.2 Addressing People

Not only is it important to use the right type of language with the right people, it is also important to
address them by the right name. Itis also important to address yourself with the proper level of politeness.
Japanese is special in that there are so many ways of saying the simple words, "I" and "you". We will go
over some of ways to refer to yourself and others.

4.2.1 Referring to yourself

Vocabulary

« &8l [12 - F£X] -name

There are many ways to say "I" in Japanese. Some of these words are not as common and others are
hopelessly outdated. We will go over the most common ones that are in use today. The usages of all
the different words for "I" is separated into two categories: gender and politeness. In other words, there
are words that are usually used by males and words that are usually only used by females and they all
depend on the social context.

Before going into this: a note about the word [#A] . The official reading of the kanjiis [1Df=< U] .
This is the reading you is used in a formal context (for example, a speech by the president of a company).
This reading will probably be accompanied with honorific and humble forms, which we will cover later. In
all other situations, it is usually read as [1D/z L | . This is the most generic reference to "I" in terms of
politeness and gender; therefore it is usually one of the first words taught to students of Japanese.

Here is a list of the most common words for "I" and how they are used:

1. # [(127=2< U] - Used by both males and females for formal situations.
F [(7zU] - Used by both males and females for normal polite situations.
£ [(F<] - Used primarily by males from fairly polite to fairly casual situations.

f&& (1] - A very rough version of "I" used almost exclusively by males in very casual situations.

o & v DN

& 7= U - A very feminine and casual way to refer to oneself. Many girls have decided to opt for
[17zU] instead because [35/zUL] has a cutesy and girly sound.

o

One's own name - Also a very feminine and kind of childish way to refer to oneself.

7. DU - Usually used by older men well in their middle-ages.

Let's see how different types of sentences use the appropriate version of "I".  [1D/=2< U] is left out
because we have yet to go over very formal grammatical expressions.
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1. TA\DZRIEIF AT,

My name is Kim. (Neutral, polite)

2. BOEHIFFATT,
My name is Kim. (Masculine, polite)

3. BEDEHIFIRITTZ,
My name is Bob. (Masculine, casual)

4. BOBENINRITZ,
My name is Bob. (Masculine, casual)

5. HIZLDARIET U R,
My name is Alice. (Feminine, casual)

4.2.2 Referring to others by name

Vocabulary

1. & [Ux - 54& 3] - company president
2. &E [h - B5& 3] - section manager

3. 5&& [BA - BUL)] -teacher

4. B [JZ - 7&hN] - Tanaka (last name)

Japanese does not require the use of "you" nearly as much as English does. | hope that the examples
with Bob, Alice, and Jim have shown that people refer to other people by their names even when they
are directly addressing that person. Another common way to address people is by their title such as
#tR1 . [8RER] . T[54l ,etc. Theword [554 ] is used to generally mean any person who
has significant knowledge and expertise in something. For example, people usually use [5c4] when
directly addressing doctors or teachers (obviously). You can also include the person's last name such
as [HH5AE] (teacher Tanaka). In the case where your relationship with the person doesn't involve
any title, you can use their name (usually their last name) attached with [&A,] to show politeness. If
calling them by their last name seems a little too polite and distant, the practice of attaching A/l to
their first name also exists. More endearing and colloquial versions of [&A,] include <A/ and
5w Al . <AL isusually attached to the name of males who are of equal or lower social position.
(For example, my boss sometimes calls me [FA< Al ). [5B5¥ A is avery endearing way to refer
to usually females of equal or lower social position.

4.2.3 Referring to others with "you"

Please do not use [3p73R7z] just like you would use the word "you" in English. In directly addressing
people, there are three levels of politeness: 1) Using the person's name with the appropriate suffix, 2)
Not using anything at all, 3) Using 4727z . In fact, by the time you get to three, you're dangerously in
the area of being rude. Most of the time, you do not need to use anything at all because you are directly
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addressing the person. Constantly pounding the listener with "you" every sentence sounds like you are
accusing the person of something.

[&787z] is also an old-fashioned way for women to refer to their husband or lover. Unless you are a
middle-aged women with a Japanese husband, | doubt you will be using [d73&/z] in this fashion as
well.

Here is a list of some words meaning "you" in English. You will rarely need to use any of these words,
especially the ones in the second half of the list.

1. &738JZ - Generally only used when there is no way to physically address the person or know the
person's name. For example, direct questions to the reader on a form that the reader must fill out
would use [3RTZ] .

2. & [&&] - Can be a very close and assuming way to address girls (especially by guys). Can also
be kind of rude.

3. H81 [H - £FX] - Avery rough and coarse way to address someone. Usually used by guys and
often changed to [H&HX ] .

4. HATZ - A very assuming and familiar way to address someone. The person using this is maybe
miffed off about something.

5. Fa] [T - &®X] - Veryrude. Like [88]] , to add extra punch, people will usually say it like, [T
sb~~1 . Sounds like you want to beat someone up. I've only seen this one used in movies and
comic books. In fact, if you try this on your friends, they will probably laugh at you and tell you that
you've probably been reading too many comic books.

6. 58k [& - =FK] - Very, very rude. Sounds like you want to take someone out. I've also only
seen this one used in comic books. | only go over it so you can understand and enjoy comic books
yourself!

4.2.4 Referring to others in third person

Vocabulary

1. # [H'N] - he; boyfriend

2. 1% [Hhd - U&] - she; girlfriend
3. H—=ILTL > K - girlfriend

4. IR—1TJL-> R - boyfriend

Youcanuse [1] and [f€%z] for "he" and "she" respectively. Notice that [ ] and [1€%z] can also
mean "boyfriend" and "girlfriend". So how can you tell which meaning is being used? Context, of course.
For example, if someone asks, [{8Z T3 /H?] the person is obviously asking if she is your girlfriend
because the question, "Is she she?" doesn't make any sense. Another less commonly used alternative
istosay [H—JLTJL>R] and ["R—1TJL > R] for, well, I'm sure you can guess what they mean.
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4.2.5 Referring to family members
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) [(Z(F] - mother

HBEEA [H - Hdd - TA] - mother (polite)
mER (D&D - UA] - parents

R [55] - father

HBREA [ &ED - SA] - father (polite)
£ [DF] - wife

BEA (< - EA] - wife (polite)

X [B>&] - husband

FA [Uw- UA] -husband

i [813] - older sister

. BiEA [H - RX - A - older sister (polite)
. 52 [8(C) - older brother

. BREA [H - [CLY - EA) - older brother (polite
.k [LWBS&] - younger sister

. 3 [B&5&] - younger brother

. BF (BT -] -son

. IR [T &) - daughter

Referring to family members is a little more complicated than English. (It could be worse, try learning
Korean!) For the purpose of brevity, (since this is a grammar guide and not a vocabulary guide) we will
only go over the immediate family. In Japanese, you refer to members of other people's family more
politely than your own. This is only when you are talking about members of your own family to others
outside the family. For example, you would refer to your own mother as [£}] to people outside your

family but you might very well call her

[ EA ] at home within your own family. There is also a

distinction between older and younger siblings. The following chart list some of the most common terms
for family members. There may also be other possibilities not covered in this chart.

95



4.3. THE QUESTION MARKER

CHAPTER 4. ESSENTIAL GRAMMAR

Family member chart

One's own family | Someone else's family
Parents HER CIER
Mother HE=A
Father k% HREA
Wife E= XA
Husband x ZEAN
Older Sister g B A
Older Brother 5 HRSA
Younger Sister 73 RS A
Younger Brother % BTAh
Son BEF BEFSA
Daughter iR IBREA

Another word for wife, [ZXA1] is often considered politically incorrect because the kaniji used are "house"
and "inside" which implies that wives belong in the home. Amen. (Just kidding)

4.3 The Question Marker (hY)

4.3.1

Questions in polite form

Vocabulary

—

© ©®© N o a0 A w0 D
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Heh (/= - 72HY] - Tanaka (last name)

HEEA [ - 1 - SA] - mother (polite)
&EZ - where

#/A (979" - =] - Suzuki (last name)

& [(Z(E] - mother

BuW) [H - Ly - BED] - shopping

17< [Ly - <] (u-verb) -to go

A7 - ltaly

PHE [D &S - D] - cooking; cuisine; dish

. BRD [fz - RB] (ru-verb) - to eat
. IHFEA - sorry (polite)

. B&o & -alittle

. BE (& - 13M] - stomach
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14. L\ (0 - full
15. CHAIREL) - sorry (polite)
16. C&A - sorry

The question marker is covered here because it is primarily used to clearly indicate a question in polite
sentences. While it is entirely possible to express a question even in polite form using just intonation, the
question marker is often attached to the very end of the sentence to indicate a question. The question
marker is simply the hiragana character [/'] and you don't need to add a question mark. For previously
explained reasons, you must not use the declarative [/Z] with the question marker.

Example 1

HP=A : BEBSAFEZTI N,
Tanaka-san: Where is (your) mother?

fARSA  BEBEUMIICITEXR U,

Suzuki-san: (My) mother went shopping.

Example 2

FALASA AU TRIBZBAN(ICITEERAD
Kim-san: Go to eat Italian food?

fikSA  THERBA. B0 & BESLDENTT,

Suzuki-san: Sorry. (My) stomach is a little full.
Here the question is actually being used as an invitation just like how in English we say, "Won't you come

in for a drink?" [9&EHFA] is a polite way of apologizing. Slightly less formal is [Z$ARE(N]
while the casual version is simply [Z&A] .

4.3.2 The question marker in casual speech

Vocabulary

1. AT - this sort of

2. &F [(FA - £D]) -real

3. BRD [Jz - RXB] (ru-verb) - to eat
4. ZATE - that sort of
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5. 32 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

It makes sense to conclude that the question marker would work in exactly the same way in casual speech
as it does in polite speech. However, this is not the case. The question marker [/ is usually not
used with casual speech to make actual questions. It is often used to consider whether something is
true or not. Depending on the context and intonation, it can also be used to make rhetorical questions
or to express sarcasm. It can sound quite rough so you might want to be careful about using [H‘] for
questions in the plain casual form.

Examples

1. SAIRDZEARZSICEBRDN?
Do you think [he/she] will really eat this type of thing?

2. TARDIE, HBDIHNK!
Do | look like | would have something like that?!

Instead of [/'] , real questions in casual speech are usually asked with the explanatory @ particle or
nothing at all except for a rise in intonation, as we have already seen in previous sections.

1. CARDEREICEBND?
Are you really going to eat something like this?

2. TARBRDIE. HDD?
Do you have something like that?

4.3.3 [/7] used in relative clauses

Vocabulary

—_—

. ¥EH [ZdD3] - yesterday

i [7R(C] - what

BRD [z - RB] (ru-verb) - to eat
=B (19 - 1B] (ru-verb) - to forget
% [H'N] - he; boyfriend

=5 (LY 3] (u-verb) - to say

BB (1O - 1B] (u-verb) - to understand
& [BA - BU] -teacher

© ©® N o o kM BN

EFR K>+ T3] - school
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10. 17< [LY - <] (u-verb) - to go

1. XD [BL - 23] (ru-verb) - to teach; to inform
12. £ - how

13. ;15 [UL - D] (u-verb) - to know

Another use of the question marker is simply grammatical and has nothing to do with the politeness. A
question marker attached to the end of a relative clause makes a mini-question inside a larger sentence.
This allows the speaker to talk about the question. For example, you can talk about the question, "What
did | eat today?" In the following examples, the question that is being considered is in red.

1. =Nz,
Forgot what | ate yesterday.

2. ®lE Ay AN VAN AN
Don't understand what he said.

3. BRI ?
Won't you inform me whether teacher went to school?

In sentences like example 3 where the question being considered has a yes/no answer, itis common (but
not necessary) to attach [ &S] . This is roughly equivalent to saying, "whether or not" in English.
You can also include the alternative as well to mean the same thing.

1. FBEMNER(ICITOIEN IS YA AN
Don't know whether or not teacher went to school.
2. TEMNERICITOIEN LY~ AN

Don't know whether teacher went to school or didn't.

4.3.4 Using question words

Vocabulary

1. BLYLL) (i-adj) - tasty

2. 7w =—- cookie

3. 288 [FA - 3] - everything

4. BRD [z - XB] (ru-verb) - to eat
5. & [7ZN] - who

6. BL [6bT - T (u-verb) - to steal
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7. ;1% [U - B] (u-verb) - to know
8. IBA [(FA - [CA] - criminal

9. B3 [#H - B] (ru-verb)-to see
10. D - this (abbr. of Z11.MD)

1. & [7&H] -inside

12. ~M5 (particle) - from ~

13. EN [X5 - /3] (u-verb) - to select

While we're on the topic of questions, this is a good time to go over question words (where, who, what,
etc.) and what they mean in various contexts. Take a look at what adding the question marker does to
the meaning of the words.

Question Words

Word+Question Marker Meaning
Hid Someone
{a] Something
LD Sometime
EC Somewhere
en A certain one from many

Examples

As you can see by the following examples, you can treat these words just like any regular nouns.

1. RENLWI Y F—ZEERANTC.

Someone ate all the delicious cookies.

2. ERBRATZDON. HMOFLEAN.
Doesn't anybody know who stole it?

3. BAZ TRFELIEN,

Did you see the criminal somewhere?

4. ZDHFMN5 ZIESD,
(Explaining) You are to select a certain one from inside this (selection).

Question words with inclusive meaning

Vocabulary
1. 280 [EA - R] - everything
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B [HATR] - everybody

BEA [#H73- A - everybody (polite)
Z D - this (abbr. of D)

B [ULD - BA) -question

&Z [Z7z - R] - answer

3 (U - B] (u-verb) - to know

RE [&F - 125] - friend

END [H5< - 11B] (ru-verb) - to be late

S © ® N o O A W N

N

C C - here

—_—
—

. 33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

N
N

. LA BMS> -restaurant

-
w

. LU (i-ad)) - tasty
SR [TA - LS - £D] - this weekend

—_
SN

15. 17< [LY - <] (u-verb) - to go

The same question words in the chart above can be combined with [#] in a negative sentence to
mean "nobody" (%), "nothing" (A1), "nowhere" (£ Z6), etc.

(6561 and [fAJH] are primarily used only for negative sentences. Curiously, there is no way to
say "everything" with question words. Instead, it is conventional to use other words like [£EB] . And
although [5#%] can sometimes be used to mean "everybody", it is customary touse €] or [
Al

The remaining three words L\ D% ] (meaning "always") and [ E£41E] (meaning "any and all"), and
[£CZH] (meaning everywhere) can be used in both negative and positive sentences.

Inclusive Words

Word+ © Meaning
i Everybody/Nobody
1a] Nothing (negative only)
LD Always
EC Everywhere
en Any and all

Examples

1. COBRIDEZ (. ILSYA AN
Nobody knows the answer of this question.
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2. RiEZ END,
Friend is always late.

3. CZICHBBLARSE HULUSTRLY,
Any and all restaurants that are here are not tasty.

4. SEXRL. Thvighvofz.
Went nowhere this weekend.

(Grammatically, this [H] is the same as the topic particle [E] so the target particle [(C] must go
before the topic particle [#] in ordering.)

Question words to mean "any"

Vocabulary

—

. ZD - this (abbr. of Z11M)

B [ULD - BA] - question

&Z [Z7z - R] - answer

DD (1O - 1B] (u-verb) - to understand
BZfR (0% - Z - (FA] -lunch

L0 (i-adj) - good

3D - that (over there) (abbr. of &>11MD)

A [Dr&] - person

A [(FA - £D] -real

BRD [Jz - RB] (ru-verb) - to eat

© © ® N o g k~ w0 DN

—

The same question words combined with [C%H] can be used to mean "any". One thing to be careful
aboutis that A CE] isreadas [7TRATE] and not [7R(CTE]

Words for "Any"

Word+ CT% | Meaning

i Anybody

18] Anything

LD Anytime
EC Anywhere
N Whichever
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4.4. COMPOUND SENTENCES

Examples

1.

ZOBERDEZ (. DB

Anybody understands the answer of this question.

. BTERI, LT,

About lunch, anywhere is good.

. BDANE KHA(C BRD,

That person really eats anything.

4.4 Compound Sentences
e FE. U ~2h93)

(t -fOl'm\ b\B\ @t\\\ O)(:\

In this section, we will learn various ways to combine multiple simple sentences into one complex sen-
tence. For example, we will learn how to chain separate sentences together to express multiple actions
or states. In other words, if we have two simple sentences with the same subject, "l ran" and "l ate",
we will learn how to group them together to mean, "l ran and ate." We will also learn how to do this with

adjectives and nouns. (Ex: He is rich, handsome, and charming.)

441

Vocabulary

—

O U
w N -

© © ® N o g k& W D

. Y (Lo - (A - TE] -in general

g (LI - M (na-adj) - quiet

Oy [BF - W] (i-adj) - narrow

®z (D - U&] - she; girlfriend

L)Y (i-adj) - good

# [1D7zU] - me; myself; |

#BE [\ - *°] - room

=10 (na-adj) - pretty; clean

&ETE - very

gf= [9 - =] (na-adj) - likable; desirable

CFE (A< - B - student
. E [BA - BUY] -teacher
. B9 [/z - 7&/H] - Tanaka (last name)

Expressing a sequence of states
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14, BEFHSE (B - HR-E - 5] -rich
15. /> 2L W) (i-adj) - cool; handsome

16. IR [F+ - D& < + TE] - charming

It is very easy to combine a chain of nouns and adjectives to describe a person or object. For example,
in English if we wanted to say, "He is X. He is Y. He is Z." since all three sentences have the same noun,
we would usually say, "He is X, Y, and Z." In Japanese, we can do the same thing by conjugating the
noun or adjective. The last noun or adjective remains the same as before.

How to chain nouns and adjectives together

« For nouns and na-adjectives: Attach [TJ to the noun or na-adjective.
Examples

1. —f%E) - —fA%E
2. 58— EN

+ For i-adjectives and negative noun/adjectives: Replace the [U\] with [<TT]J .
OFor TV and T2 LW L the TLY — K] exception applies here as well.

Examples
1. BROY — 3E
2. TR - FHLZ U
3. —
Examples

1. TADEBEE. ENULT. BFH C. ETEHFE,

My room is clean, quiet, and | like it a lot.

2. BlE. ZEU»R . FoEE
She is not a student, she is a teacher.

3. AP EAE. BEFSC. o . EHBTI,
Tanaka-san is rich, handsome, and charming, isn't he?

As you can see, the [T] attachedto [d:&3F%5] obviously cannot be the context particle [TJ here
because there is no verb. It might be helpful to think of [Tl as merely a substitution for [7Z] that
can be chained together.
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4.4.2 Expressing a sequence of verbs with the te-form

Vocabulary

. F4E A< - EUY] - student

—

B8>S [h - D3] (u-verb) - to buy
BRD [Jz - RB] (ru-verb) - to eat
7< (LY <] (u-verb) -to go

9B (exception) - to do

5 (€ - 3] (u-verb) - to play
BXE [ - ] (u-verb) - to drink
BE (L& < - &3] - cafeteria
Btk [03 - 2 - [FA] -lunch
BE [03 - 1] - afternoon nap

. B (U - DA -time

© © ® N o o bk~ w0 DN

- a2 =
N =

. 33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)
. BRE [ZU) - HY] - movie

. B3 [¢ - B] (ru-verb) - to see

A A
A W

In a similar fashion, you can express multiple actions. It is usually interpreted as a sequence of event. (|
did [X], then | did [Y], then | finally did [Z].) There are two forms: positive and negative. The tense of all
the actions is determined by the tense of the last verb.

How to chain verbs together

« Positive: Conjugate the verb to its past tense and replace [7=] with [TJ] or /2] with [T]
. This is often called the te-form even though it could sometimes be 'de’'.

+ Negative: Same as i-adjectives, replace [UL\] with [<T]J .
This rule also works for the polite T3] and [Z&9 ] endings.
Examples

1. 4TI - 24 — ZFETL
2. BL\E I - BU\E —BuL&EU
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Examples

1. BREI(C

I will go to cafeteria, eat lunch, and take a nap.

2. BE(C

Sample conjugations

Past Tense | Te-form
BN BN
12 )
U U
bz A bz A
BRA BRA
. B %= . BEZI 3.

. BZtRhzZ

. BEZEUT.

| went to cafeteria, ate lunch, and took a nap.

. BREZREFUL.

There was time and | watched a movie.

3. BRI

4.4.3 Expressing reason or causation using /75| and DT/

Vocabulary

—

© ©® N o 0 & 0 D

L W O U N
a » W N -~ O

B (O - DA -time

J\—F«—- party
17< [Ly - <] (u-verb) -to go
RE [&F - 125] - friend
JLE> b - present

X3 [< - B] (exception) - to come

ESULT -why
. WA (X2« FEZ] - Yamada (last name)
. —BB [L\5 - 33] - Ichirou (first name)

. B&o & -alittle
LWL [WED - LW (i-adj) - busy
. ©DT5 - gradually; soon

33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

He (/= - 72/H'] - Tanaka (last name)

. BF [18d6 - 2] - Naoko (first name)
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16. 4L [LD - L)) - discourtesy

17. 93 (exception) - to do

18. F4& [H'< - BL] - student

19. & (H - ] - money

20. ZZ -here

21. §h (LT - H] (na-adj) - quiet

22. &CH -very

23. @Y&N [B7Z - ™M (na-adj) - calm, peaceful

24. =5 [& - D] (u-verb) - to meet

You can connect two complete sentences using /5] to indicate a reason for something. The two
sentences are always ordered [reason] H'5 [result]. When the reason is a non-conjugated noun or na-
adjective, you add [7Z] to explicitly declare the reason in the form of [(noun/na-adjective)/=H"
5] . If you forget to add the declarative [7Z] to [/H5] , it will end up sounding like the [/H\5]
meaning "from" which was first introduced in the section on particles, earlier.

Examples

1. B T2 o)== ([CITEFBATUR.
There was no time so didn't go to party.

2. RENSTLE>Y b,

Present came friend.
3. RiE JLE> bR,
Present came (the person is) friend. (This sentence sounds a bit odd.)

Either the reason or the result can be omitted if it is clear from the context. In the case of polite speech,
you would treat [H5] just like a regular noun and add [T9 ] .

Example 1

HfzA : ESLT—FTr—([CiTEFERBATLIZN.
Tanaka-san: Why didn't you go to the party?

LLHEA : Bt o 1z T9,

Yamada-san: It's because | didn't have time.
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Example 2

—BB : =T —(TATHIRM D TZD ?
Ichiro: You didn't go to the party?

E¥: Sh. BEIMNEMDE o
Naoko: Yeah, because | didn't have time.

Example 3

When you omit the reason, you must include the declarative [/Z] or [TY] .

E¥ : BRI Tz,
Naoko: | didn't have time.

—BB : IN=FA—([ATE D TzD ?
Ichiro: Is that why you didn't go to the party?

Notice that we could have also used the explanatory [dD] to express the same thing. In other words,
LI A could have also said, [BEEIA/AMND/ZDTI ] or [BEEHAIMNDIZATI ] while EF
could have said BRI DT=D] (we'll assume she wants to use the more feminine form). In fact,
this is where [0DTJ] possibly came from. Let's say you want to combine two sentences: [BFRIHVR
Mofzdiz] and [I\—=F4—I(T4THVEMD7=] . Remember we can treatthe [dD] just like a noun
so we can use what we just learned in the first section of this lesson.

BRI TeDIE + )\ —F a—(ZAThVI2h o /=
becomes:
iSEIAAANSY IN—Fa—(IThIah o 1=,

In fact, [T is almost interchangeable with /5] with a few subtle differences. [/H\5 ]
explicitly states that the sentence preceding is the reason for something while [T is merely putting
two sentences together, the first with an explanatory tone. This is something | call causation where [X]
happened, therefore [Y] happened. This is slightly different from [/'5] where [Y] happened explicitly
because [X] happened. This difference tends to make [DT] sound softer and slightly more polite and
itis favored over [H'5] when explaining a reason for doing something that is considered discourteous.

s B&o &ltULLY . EBEBRFRALULFET,
Because I'm a little busy, I'll be making my leave soon.

( T5=#LUZE 9] , which literally means "I'm doing a discourtesy", is commonly used as a polite way to
make your leave or disturb someone's time.)

Reminder: Don't forget that the explanatory [D] requires a [7&] for both non-conjugated nouns
and na-adjectives. Review Particles 3 to see why.
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1. FAFFELDT, BENBVATT,
Because I'm a student, | have no money (lit: there is no money).

2. CC(IEENVIDT. ETHREPMNTT,
It is very calm here because it is quiet.

3. 12DT. RECEDEFMMIRU,
That's why there's no time to meet friend.

Just like how the explanatory [D] can be shortened to [Asl , in speech, the [DTJ] can be
changedto [A,TJ] simply because it's easier to slur the sounds together rather than pronouncing the
/ o/ syllable.

1. BN 2o Tz IN—=F = ([TIThVEM D T,
Didn't go to the party because there was no time.

2. CCEENIRA T, ETHRDPHTT,
It is very calm here because it is quiet.

3. . RECEDEEMNIRU,
That's why there's no time to meet friend.

4.4.4 Using [DIC] to mean "despite

Vocabulary

1. 88 [ZFEL) - (C5B] -everyday

E#) (DA - £3] - exercise

9 D (exception) - to do

2 [HA - FA] -notat all (when used with negative)
EHED (Yo - &3] (ru-verb) - to become thin

F4& (A< - 8] - student

L (@D - U&] - she; girlfriend

R [NA - &S] - study

© N o 0o k~ w0 N

Grammatically, [DIC] is used exactly the same way as [T . When used to combine two simple
sentences together, it means "[Sentence 1] despite the fact that [Sentence 2]." However the order is
reversed: [Sentence 2] I(C [Sentence 1].
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Examples

1. BHEEBILUZDOC, EREBEERIN D
Despite exercising every day, | didn't get thinner.

2. FERDIC, BRI (ER5EUIR0N.
Despite being a student, she does not study.

4.4.5 Expressing contradiction using [H'] and [(}¢&]

Vocabulary

—

. 7){— b - department store

17< (LY - <] (u-verb) - to go

il IR/ TRA] - what

2% [FA - FA] -notatall (when used with negative)
axuLy [(F - UW] (i-adj) - desirable

RE [&F - 125] - friend

E< [& - <] (u-verb) - to ask; to listen

B (UL - B] (u-verb) - to know

SH [E& 3] -today

© © N o a0 ~ w0 D

—
©

BBz (O] -free  (as in not busy)
. AR [&U7Z] - tomorrow
CIELWL [WEA - LW (i-adj) - busy

-
w N -

. #& [H"N] - he; boyfriend
. FEIZ -yet
. FE [9 - &] (na-ad)) - likable; desirable

A A A
o o b

. LY (i-adj) - good

—
~

. ¥ [(BD] - object

-
oo

. 1z< & A - alot (amount)

-
©

. 33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)
. B3 [# - B] (ru-verb) - to see
. mAaW [BE - USB - L] (i-adj) - interesting

N DN
- O
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Used in the same manneras [/M5] and [DTJ], A1 and [lF&E] also connect two sentences
together but this time to express a contradiction. Just like /D51 the declarative [/Z] is required for
nouns and na-adjectives. And justlike /5] and [T , either part of the contradiction can be left
out.

Examples

1. TI=MCITFEHE LD, AIEBMULL RN ZTT,
| went to department store but there was nothing | wanted.

2. REICHEWEZ N ILSYAVANeY et
| asked (or heard from) a friend but he (or I) didn't know.

3. SHIFR « BABEIEULY,
I'm free today but | will be busy tomorrow.

4. . ERERTTHF SO,
That may be so, but it is that I still like him. [explanation, feminine tone]

It may seem odd but [E <] can either mean "to listen" or "to ask". You may think this may become
confusing but the meaning is usually clear within context. In the second example, we're assuming that
the friend didn't know, so the speaker was probably asking the friend. Yet again we see the importance
of context in Japanese because this sentence can also mean, "l heard from a friend but | didn't know"
since there is neither subject nor topic.

Similar to the difference between [75] and [DTJ] , [H'] has a softer tone and is slightly more
polite than [} & ] . Though this isn't a rule as such, it is generally common to see [/H'] attached to a
[~Fd | or [~TY] endingand [|F&] attached to a regular, plain ending. A more formal version
of [1F&] is TN &E] and even more formalis [17A1EE] , which we may see later when we cover
formal expressions.

Unlike the English word for contradiction such as "but" or "however", [(}7&1 and [AY] do not
always express a direct contradiction. Often times, especially when introducing a new topic, it is used
as a general connector of two separate sentences. For example, in the following sentences, there is no
actual contradiction but [/H'] and [(}& ] are used simply to connect the sentences. Sometimes, the
English "and" becomes a closer translation than "but".

1. T)I\=NAITEHLIED. LW Tz<EABDFEL.
| went to the department store and there was a lot of good stuff.

2. XMW ORZREZITE, mEMho T,
| watched the "Matrix" and it was interesting.
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4.4.6 Expressing multiple reasons using [ U |

Vocabulary

—_—

. £DULT-why

RiE [&E - 125] - friend

54 [BA - 8] -teacher

FE [&L-DX] -older

# [H'N] - he; boyfriend

4¥E [9 - =] (na-adj) - likable

BLL [fo= - L] (i-ad)) - gentle; kind
D> 2L (i-adj) - cool; handsome

HAW [BE - L - BL)] (i-ad)) - interesting

© ©® N o o &~ 0w b

When you want to list reasons for multiple states or actions you can do so by adding L] to the end
of each relative clause. It is very similar to the [¥°] particle except that it lists reasons for verbs and
state-of-being. Again, for states of being, [/Z] must be used to explicitly declare the state-of-being for
any non-conjugated noun or na-adjective. Let's look at some examples.

Example 1

A ESUTREURIRRVATIN?
A: Why isn't (he/she) friend [seeking explanation]?

B:%&E/ZL. L

B: Well, he's/she's the teacher, and older...

Example 2

A ESUTERMFERD?
A: Why (do you) like him?

B:EULWL., ML\, EAELNS,
B: Because he's kind, attractive, and interesting (among other things).

Notice that [BUL<T. M>ZK<T. EBELMS.] could also have worked but much like the
difference betweenthe [<&] and [¥2] particle, L] implies that there may be other reasons.
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4.4.7 Expressing multiple actions or states using [~/7=D 3 3|

Vocabulary

—_—

. 93 (exception) - to do

BRD [Jz - RB] (ru-verb) - to eat
B (D - B] (u-verb) - to drink
G [HhA - 72A) (na-ad)) - simple
#UWL (DD - L] (i-adj) - difficult
iRiE [(Z0) - Y] - movie

83 [# - B] (ru-verb) - to see

A [[FA] - book

#7t [K - ) (u-verb) - to read
BYE [0% - 1] - afternoon nap

. Z - this (abbr. of Z1MD)

. RE (720 - B<] - college

13. % [Uw - &£ D] -class

© © ©® N o g ko w0 N
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This is the verb version of the [{2] particle. You can make an example list of verbs among a possible
larger list by conjugating each verb into the past tense and adding [ | . At the end, you need to attach
the verb [93] . Justlike the [{°] particle, the tense is determined by the last verb, which in this
case will always be [9 3] (since you have to attach it at the end).

You can also use this with the state-of-being to say that you are a number of things at various random
times among a larger list. Similar to regular verbs, you just take the noun or adjective for each state-of-
being and conjugate it to the past state-of-being and then attach [ | . Then finally, attach [ 93] at
the end.

Rules for stating a list of verbs among a larger list using [~/z2D 93]

 For verbs: Conjugate each verb to the past tense and add [0 ] . Finally, add 93] atthe
very end.
Example
BRD, B - BNo, BRATE - BRIZED, BRAIZD - BRIED, BRAED 7 5

* For state-of-being: Conjugate the noun or adjective for each state-of-being to the past tense and
add D] . Finally, add 93] atthe very end.
Example
FHEE, BUL - B/ o/o, BUN O/ > @B 72D, #MUM oD - E¥E72ED. &
Lhoiebd3d
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1. BR{HZ N s . ERSH
| do things like (among other things) watch movies, read books, and take naps.
2. CORFORESRHE . ERSE

Class of this college is sometimes easy, sometimes difficult (and other times something else maybe).

As you can see, the tense and negative/positive state is controlled by the last T3] .

1. REZRZD, KEFALD o
I things like (among other things) watch movies, and read books.

2. MEZRED. RZEHRATTD 0
I things like (among other things) watch movies, and read books.

3. MEZRIED. RZEFHAILD 0
I things like (among other things) watch movies, and read books.

4.5 Other uses of the te-form (~TCTWB, ~ThdD. ~C
H<, ~TWL, ~TLB)

The te-form is incredibly useful as it is used widely in many different types of grammatical expressions.
We will learn about enduring states withthe [~TUL\&] and [~Td3d&%3] form. Even though we have
learned various conjugations for verbs, they have all been one-time actions. We will now go over how
one would say, for example, "I am running." We will also learn how to perform an action for the future
using the [~T&H <] expression and to express directions of actions using [~TUL\<] and [~T
<3].

4.51 Using [~TUL\3] for enduring states

Vocabulary

1. BRD [z - XB] (ru-verb) - to eat
7t (K - ] (u-verb) - to read

RiE [&E - 125] - friend

i [7R(C] - what

9 D (exception) - to do

BZR (0% - Z - (FA] -lunch
BRIE [E&£D - D - U&] -textbook
#8 [(F7xU] - story

© N o g bk~ 0w D
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9. < [& - <] (u-verb) - to ask; to listen

10. © DA - casual word for "no" (nah, uh-uh)

We already know how to express a state-of-being using T3], [7Z] , etc. However, it only indicates
a one-time thing; you are something or not. This grammar, however, describes a continuing state of an
action verb. This usually translates to the progressive form in English except for a few exceptions, which
we will examine later. We can make good use of the te-form we learned in the last section because the
only thing left to dois add [UL\3] ! You can then treat the result as a regular ru-verb.

This [ULY3] is the same ru-verb describing existence, first described in the negative verb section.
However, in this case, you don't have to worry about whether the subject is animate or inanimate.

Using [~TTUL\3] for enduring states

To describe a continuing action, first conjugate the verb to the te-form and then attach the verb ()
21 . The entire result conjugates as a ru-verb.
Examples

1. BRS » BART - BAT
2. B — BAT - BAT

The result conjugates as a ru-verb regardless of what the original verb is

Positive Negative
Non-Past | 5tA C reading 5t/A C is not reading
Past FEAC was reading 5tA C was not reading

Example 1

A RE(IMTZ U @D?
A: What is friend doing?

B : BZREBN o
B: (Friend) is eating lunch.

Note that once you've changed it into a regular ru-verb, you can do all the normal conjugations. The
examples below show the masu-form and plain negative conjugations.

Example 2

A :AZE5S A ?
A: What are you reading?
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B : BREZH o

B: | am reading textbook.

Example 3

A : FEZRE o

A: Are you listening to me? (lit: Are you listening to story?)

B:53A. EL) o
B: No, I'm not listening.

Since people are usually too lazy to roll their tongues to properly pronounce the [L\] | itis often omitted

in conversational Japanese. If you are writing an essay or paper, you should always include the [U\] .
Here are the abbreviated versions of the previous examples.

Example 4

A REFOZLCDD?
A: What is friend doing?

B : BIREZBN D,
B: (Friend) is eating lunch.

Example 5

A :falEEi A ?
A: What are you reading?

B : HRIEZH °
B: | am reading textbook.

Example 6

A : EEZEL o
A: Are you listening to me? (lit: Are you listening to story?)

B:22A. EHW 0
B: No, I'm not listening.

Notice how | left the [U)] alone for the polite forms. Though people certainly omit the [UL)] even
in polite form, you might want to get used to the proper way of saying things first before getting carried
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away with casual abbreviations. You will be amazed at the extensive types of abbreviations that exist in
casual speech. (You may also be amazed at how long everything gets in super polite speech.) Basically,
you will get the abbreviations if you just act lazy and slur everything together. Particles also get punted
off left and right.

For example:

1. fA]Z L CTL\BD ? (Those particles are such a pain to say all the time...)
2. fAILTTUL\BD ? (Ugh, | hate having to spell out all the vowels.)
3. AL TAD ? (Ah, perfect.)

4.5.2 Enduring state-of-being vs enduring state of action

Vocabulary

1. ;1% (U - B] (u-verb) - to know

Dhd (1O - 7B] (u-verb) - to understand
SH [E& 3] -today

Z D - this (abbr. of Z1D)

K [D7z] -song

B [#5] -road

N o o ~ w0 DN

(0N - yes (polite)

There are certain cases where an enduring state doesn't translate into the progressive form. In fact, there
is an ambiguity in whether one is in a state of doing an action versus being in a state that resulted from
some action. This is usually decided by context and common practices. For example, although [#&i&
L CULYD ] can technically mean someone is in a chapel currently getting married, it is usually used to
refer to someone who is already married and is currently in that married state. We'll now discuss some
common verbs that often cause this type of confusion for learners of Japanese.

(%03 |

[K12D] means "to know". English is weird in that "know" is supposed to be a verb but is actually
describing a state of having knowledge. Japanese is more consistent and [%13] is just a regular
action verb. In other words, | "knowed" (action) something and so now | know it (state). That's why the
English word "to know" is really a continuing state in Japanese, namely: [% 1D TUL\3] .
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[®1D]1 vs [DHB]

[93M3] meaning "to understand" may seem similarto [%1%] in some cases. However, there is a
difference between "knowing" and "understanding". Try not to confuse [X 1D TWL\B1 with [>T
W3] . [ >TLVB] means that you are already in a state of understanding, in other words, you
already get it. If you misuse this, you may sound pompous. ("Yeah, yeah, | got it already.") On the other
hand, 41> TUL\B] simply means you know something.

Examples
1. SH o
| found out about it today. (I did the action of knowing today.)
2. 2Oz m?
Do (you) know this song?
3. B e

Do you know the way? (lit: Do (you) understand the road?)

4. (FUN, (XU, . o
Yes, yes, | got it, | got it.

Motion Verbs (17<. k3. etc.)

Vocabulary

—_—

. 8K [979 - =] - Suzuki (last name)

& - where

£ - already

Zx [1) 5%5;2) L\&Z] - 1) one's own home; 2) house
13 [MX + B] (u-verb) - to go home

% [=Z&] - before

17< [Ly - <] (u-verb) - to go

E/E [#H - X] - Mie (first name)

X3 [< - B] (exception) - to come

© ©® N o 0 &~ W D

It is reasonable to assume the actions [{TDCUL\D] and [ TL\D] would mean, "going" and
"coming" respectively. But unfortunately, this is not the case. The [~TUL\3] form of motion verbs is
more like a sequence of actions we saw in the last section. You completed the motion, and now you exist
in that state. (Remember, [UL\3] is the verb of existence of animate objects.) It might help to think of
it as two separate and successive actions: [TD7CJ . andthen [L\B] .
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Examples

1. WARTAIIEZTIH,
Where is Suzuki-san?

2. 5. ;I o

He is already at home (went home and is there now).

3- 5'6(: J:O

I'll go on ahead. (I'll go and be there before you.)

4. EESr A B Ko

Mie-chan is already here, you know. (She came and is here.)

4.5.3 Using [~Td3] forresultant states

Vocabulary

1. #fim [UwA + U] - preparations

2. £5 -how
3. D - already
4. 93 (exception) - to do
5. 33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)
6. 4T (D& - ZD] -travel
7. 5tE [(F0y - 5 <] - plans
8. #&1HD [&H - 1DB] (u-verb) - to end
9. DA - casual word for "yes" (yeah, uh-huh)
10. tIFF [&> - 3] - ticket
1. ED [H - 5] (u-verb) - to buy
12. 785°)L - hotel

13. F#Y [&K - t2<] -reservation

Appropriately enough, just like there is an 321 togowith [L\B] ,thereisa [~TdHD] form
that also has a special meaning. By replacing [\L\&] with [33] , instead of a continuing action,
it becomes a resultant state after the action has already taken place. Usually, this expression is used to
explain that something is in a state of completion. The completed action also carries a nuance of being

completed in preparation for something else.

Since this grammar describes the state of a completed action, it is common to see the [(&] and [E]

particles instead of the [%Z | particle.
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Example 1

A E@IEDSITIH,
A: How are the preparations?

B : #{@(E. 5 o
B: The preparations are already done.

Example 2

A : ATOETEIHRD DT ?
A: Are the plans for the trip complete?

B:SA. IFZESZL. RFILDFHE 0
B: Uh huh, not only did | buy the ticket, | also took care of the hotel reservations.

454 Usingthe [~T3& <] form as preparation for the future

Vocabulary

1. BeZBR [(FA - 2 - (FA] - dinner
2. 5 [D< - B3] (u-verb) - to make
3. &ith [TA + 5] -battery
4

. B2 [H - D] (u-verb) - to buy

While [~T3 %] carries a nuance of a completed action in preparation for something else, [~T&
<1 explicitly states that the action is done (or will be done) with the future in mind. Imagine this: you
have made a delicious pie and you're going to place it on the window sill for it to cool so that you can
eat it later. This image might help explain why the verb [$H <] (& <), meaning "to place", can be
used to describe a preparation for the future. (It's just too bad that pies on window sills always seem to
go through some kind of mishap especially in cartoons.) While [&E< ] by itself is written in kaniji, it is
customary to use hiragana when it comes attached to a conjugated verb (such as the te-form).

Examples
1. B tRz o
Make dinner (in advance for the future).
2. Bt= o

I'll buy batteries (in advance for the future).

120



CHAPTER 4. ESSENTIAL GRAMMAR

4.5. OTHER USES OF THE TE-FORM

[TH <] is also sometimes abbreviated to [~& < | for convenience.

1.

2.

B ERZEED o
Make dinner (in advance for the future).
BhZEED o

I'll buy batteries (in advance for the future).

4.5.5 Using motion verbs (17<. 33) with the te-form

Vocabulary

BN

N N =2 a A a a a =« - a0 =

© ©® N o o &~ 0w b

. ZATUD - pencil

#D [H - D] (u-verb) - to hold

L\ (ru-verb) - to exist (animate)

R (Ao &3] -school

17< [Ly - <] (u-verb) -to go

& [1) ©%;2) L)X] - 1) one's own home; 2) house
X3 [< - B3] (exception) - to come

BREA B+ &S - SA] -father (polite)

By [(Fx2 - 0] (i-ad)) - fast; early

155 (WX - D] (u-verb) - to go home

. BR [RZ&] - station

. 73 [(ED] - direction, way

. ED [(ZU - B] (u-verb) -to run

. & [5WP] - winter

. AD [[FL) - B] (u-verb) - to enter
. Jd— b -coat

. 5D [E - B] (ru-verb) - to wear

. BXD 5 - ZB] (ru-verb) - to increase

. B4 [LW3B - L\A] (na-ad)) - various
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22. A [Dr&] - person

23. [FEED [D & -3 - 3] (u-verb) - to go out with; to keep in company with
24. L) (i-adj) - good

25. FEJZ - yet

26. REDONd (¢ - DMB] (u-verb) - to be found
27. BAREE [(C - (FA - ) - Japanese (language)
28. 3'D & -long; far

29. HI [FX] - front; before

30. #58 [NA - F& D] -study

31. 95 (exception) - to do

32. #&/m (172 &£ <] -eventually

33. 1263 (ru-verb) - to stop; to quit

You can also use the motion verbs "to go" (7 < )and "to come" (3£3) with the te-form, to show that an
action is oriented toward or from someplace. The most common and useful example of this is the verb
[5D] (to hold). While [#f>CUL\%] means you are in a state of holding something (in possession of),
when the [ULV3] isreplaced with [LZ< ] or <], it means you are taking or bringing something.
Of course, the conjugation is the same as the regular [17<] and [3k3%] .

Examples
1. AAWUDERF ST ?

Do (you) have a pencil?

2. IMBEFRANFFOT ?
Are (you) taking pencil to school?

3. MFEER(ICKFOT ?
Are (you) bringing pencil to home?

For these examples, it may make more sense to think of them as a sequence of actions: hold and go, or
hold and come. Here are a couple more examples.

1. BR=AF BLIFEDT 0
Father came back home early.

2. BROANEDT o
Went running toward the direction of station.
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The motion verbs can also be used in time expressions to move forward or come up to the present.

. ZCADT, O— BTV AMBRT o

Entering winter, people wearing coat will increase (toward the future).

—4&dn, mHRD T !
Will try my hardest (toward the future) with all my might!

BARBAEMEEDTELIFE. VWVWARTFERDMNS,

Went out (up to the present) with various types of people but a good person hasn't been found yet.

HAEZI > LRI SMEL T . TEREPsTE,
Studied Japanese from way back before and eventually quit.

4.6 Potential Form

4.6.1 Expressing the ability to do something

In Japanese, the ability to do a certain action is expressed by conjugating the verb rather than adding a
word such as the words "can" or "able to" in the case of English. All verbs conjugated into the potential
form become a ru-verb.

4.6.2 The Potential Form

Vocabulary

—_—

_ =
—_

S © ® N O O & O N

. B3 [# - B] (ru-verb) - to see

15\ [3F - /3] (u-verb) - to play

9 D (exception) - to do

%3 [ - 3] (exception) - to come

Hik3 [T - & - 3] (ru-verb) - to be able to do
BARD [fz - R3] (ru-verb) - to eat

&2 [& - 3] (ru-verb) - to wear

EC3 [LA - UB] (ru-verb) - to believe

ED (13- B] (ru-verb) - to sleep

feExd [H - =B (ru-verb) - to wake; to occur

. 3 [T - B] (ru-verb) - to come out
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12. #HFD [H - (7B] (ru-verb) - to hang

13. ANRD [LU5 - XB] (ru-verb) - to investigate
14. 589 [(37& - 9] (u-verb) - to speak

15. < [m - <] (u-verb) - to write

16. 5D [ - D] (u-verb) - to wait

17. 8RO (D - ] (u-verb) - to drink

18. D [& - D] (u-verb) - to take

19. (U - 88) (u-verb) - to die

N
&

Il

20. (7 - 5] (u-verb) - to buy
(WA - U] -Kanji

(A - BA] (na-adj) - unfortunate

\
!

i

21.

W U

N

22.
23. SilEX [CA - LwD - FD] -this weekend
24, 17< [LY - <] (u-verb) - to go

25. £> - already

Once again, the conjugation rules can be split into three major groups: ru-verbs, u-verbs, and exception
verbs. However, the potential form of the verb [ 93] (meaning "to do") is a special exception because
it becomes a completely different verb: [TZ3] (HED)

Rules for creating potential form

* For ru-verbs: Replace the %] with [5N3] .
Example: R - B

* For u-verbs: Change the last character from a / u / vowel sound to the equivalent / e / vowel sound
andadd [3] .
Example: /5. — ifF . — AN

* Exceptions:

1. [93] becomes [T=E3B]
2. [<3] becomes [CHENB]

[URemember that all potential verbs become ru-verbs.
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Sample ru-verbs Sample u-verbs Exception Verbs
Plain Potential Plain | Potential Plain | Potential
BN BN B B 95| TED
= = = = <D | IbnNs
EC EC i iz
= e = =
ik = -/ /3
5a H HY HY
T T 19 5t
EEAN GEAN = =

It is also possible to just add [#13] instead of the full 5131 for ru-verbs. For example, [E
N3] becomes [EBRND] instead of [EBANS5113] . | suggest learning the official 513 ]
conjugation first because laziness can be a hard habit to break and the shorter version, though common,
is considered to be slang.

Examples
1. EFF ?
Can you write kanji?

2. BRI, SEXE o
It's unfortunate, but can't go this weekend.

3. &S °
| can't believe it already.

4.6.3 Potential forms do not have direct objects

Vocabulary

1. 8 & O - EA) - Mt Fuji
2. &3 [DIF - D) (u-verb) - to climb
3. BEL) [BE - L] (i-ad)) - heavy

4. i) [(C - D] - baggage

5 D [E - D] (u-verb) - to hold

The potential form indicates that something is possible but no actual action is actually taken. While the
potential form remains a verb, since it is describing the state of something you must not use the direct
object [Z ] as you have done with regular verbs. For example the following sentences are incorrect.

1. BLl=gnr.
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2.

BV CEY,

Here are the corrected versions:

. @TlnEnc.

Was able to climb Fuji-san.

B=IAVEIE 7/ LS S G S I

Am able to hold heavy baggage.

464 Are [RX3] and [EIC XD exceptions?

Vocabulary

—_—

N N N N N — N N N —
© ® N o a A w N =~ O
8]

I

N
o

© ® N o a0 &~ w N

. Bx3 [# - 23] (ru-verb) - to be visible

BMCxD (& ZXB)] (ru-verb) - to be audible
SH [E& 3] -today

BNd (& - B3] (ru-verb) - to be sunny
21l 5 U - EA) - Mt Fuji

RiE [&E - 125] - friend

BT - thanks to

BRE [X L) - A - movie

f=7Z - free of charge; only

. B3 [¢ - B] (ru-verb) - to see

. Z & - event, matter

. kD [T - & - B3] (ru-verb) - to be able to do
. AULSD [OE - LAD] - after a long time

. %% [HAN] - he; boyfriend

. B [ZR] - voice

. A< [& - <] (u-verb) - to ask; to listen

. BAD [F1 - D] -surroundings

D) (i-adj) - noisy

(L) - 3] (u-verb) - to say

>
. »ED /HBAED - not very (when used with negative)
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There are two verbs [RX 2] and [ECX 3] that mean that something is visible and audible,
respectively. When you want to say that you can see or hear something, you'll want to use these verbs.
If however, you wanted to say that you were given the opportunity to see or hear something, you would
use the regular potential form. However, in this case, it is more common to use the type of expression
as seen in example 3.

Examples

1. SHEBNT, ELUMNRZX 3.
(It) cleared up today and Fuji-san is visible.

2. REOSMNT T, RE(FIZIZTRSN.
Thanks to (my) friend, (I) was able to watch the movie for free.

3. KEDHEMNI T, REZZIZTRDIZENTE.
Thanks to (my) friend, (I) was able to watch the movie for free.

You can see that example 3 uses the generic noun for an event to say literally, "The event of seeing movie
was able to be done." which essentially means the same thingas [R5113] . You can also just use
generic noun substitution to substitute for [Z &1 .

1. REDODHSMNT T, MBEZZIZTRDZDNTES .

Here's some more examples using [ < ] , can you tell the difference? Notice that [EIC X 3] always
means "audible" and never "able to ask".

1. AUSRD [CIRDER °
| was able to hear his voice for the first time in a long time.

2. ADAS3E<K<T. BHAEOD>TLWBZENBAFD o

The surroundings were noisy and | couldn't hear what he was saying very well.

4.6.5 [53] ,yetanother exception

Vocabulary

1. € ATS - that sort of

C & - event, matter

BB [HB-D-Z-D/%H-0D >3] (ru-verb) - to possibly exist
#% [h"] - he; boyfriend

Eth (13- (E3] - oversleep

o > oD
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6. 9 D (exception) - to do
7. T - that
8. & [(F712U] - story

You can say that something has a possibility of existing by combining 45231 andthe verb [1§3] to
produce [3 D153 ] . This essentially means [ EMTE D] except that nobody actually says
that, they just use [ D483 ] . This verb is very curious in that it can be read as either [0 53 |
or [&DX 3] , however; all the other conjugations suchas [HD XA . [HDXZ] . and [H
DX 7xM>7=] only have one possible reading using X ] .

Examples
1. TAIRC & o
That kind of situation/event is possible (lit: can exist).
2. TAIRCLIE o
That kind of situation/event is possible (lit: can exist).
3. BARRC L °
That kind of situation/event is not possible (lit: cannot exist).
4. EHBEHLIZCES 1,
It's also possible that he overslept. (lit: The event that he overslept also possibly exists.)
5. NI, /TR

That's an impossible story/scenario. (lit: That story/scenario cannot exist.)

4.7 Using 9 % and 723 with the (C particle  (~ [LD](C/&
2/93D)

We can use the verbs [3 23] and [723] in conjunction with the [(C] particle to make various
useful expressions. We are used to using the object particle with [ 93] because something is usually
done to something else. We will see how the meaning changes when we change the particle to [(C] .
As for [723] ,itis always used with the [(C] particle because "becoming" is not an action done to
something else but rather a target of change. The only grammatical point of interest here is using [72
2] with i-adjectives and verbs.

4.71 Using [782%] and [93] fornouns and na-adjectives

Vocabulary
1. # [H'N] - he; boyfriend
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BAGE ((C - (FA - ] - Japanese (language)
EF (L&D - 7] (na-adj) - skillful
733 (u-verb) - to become

Fh [O7=U]) - me, myself, |

E& [L)- L] - doctor

B% (W5 - L] (na-adj) - famous
A [ &] - person

J\>)\—7j—- hamburger

BS54 - salad

. 93 (exception) - to do

. B [(FH] - other

. L) (i-adj) - good

14. ¥ [ED] - object

15. 7=< & A - alot (amount)

©c © ©®© N o g ~ w0 BN

- A A -
w N =

16. 303 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)
17. (IO /2> (LD - as | thought
18. 11 - this

As already explained, using [7% | with nouns and na-adjectives presents nothing new and acts pretty
much the way you'd expect.

1. OBAREN LF °
His Japanese has become skillful.
2. IhIEH o

| became a doctor.

3. FhFBRIZA o

| will become a famous person.

For adjectives, using the verb [3 3] withthe [(C] particle is just a review back to the lesson on
adverbs. However, for nouns, when you use the verb [9 23] withthe [(C] particle, it means that you
are going to do things toward something. This changes the meaning of [92%] to mean, "to decide on
[X]". This is a common expression to use, for instance, when you are ordering items on a menu.

1. FalE I\ —H =BS54 o
I'll have the hamburger and salad. (lit: I'll do toward hamburger and salad.)
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2. BEVWVEDH TS SAHBDITE, o (ED ERSE

There are a lot of other good things, but as | thought, I'll go with this one.

If you think this expression is strange, think about the English expression, "I'll go with the hamburger."
Exactly where are you going with the hamburger?

4.7.2 Using 7331 with i-adjectives

Vocabulary

—

. BF [E&-1RA] -lastyear
~M5 (particle) - from ~

B (8] - height

=0 [z - W] (i-adj) - high; tall; expensive
723 (u-verb) - to become

EE) [DA - £3] -exercise
F D (exception) - to do

~M5 (particle) - ~ so

8L\ [DK - L] (i-ad)) - strong
R (XA - & D] -study

. T2< & A - alot (amount)

. BB [&7ZZF] - head

13. L) (i-adj) - good

© © ® N o g k~ w0 D
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Because the [(C] particle is a target particle that is used for nouns and by extension na-adjectives,
we need to use something else to show that something is becoming an i-adjective. Since "becoming"
expresses a change in state, it makes sense to describe this process using an adverb. In fact, you'll notice
that we were already using adverbs (of a sort) in the previous section by using [(C] with na-adjectives.

1. EENSEN 1o

Your height has gotten taller from last year, huh?
2. BEILTLDIN 5, o

| will become stronger because | am exercising.
3. mEf<cALEMS. BEN 0

Since | studied a lot, | became smarter. (lit: head became better)
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4.7.3 Using (7231 and [3 3] with verbs

Vocabulary

—_—

A [y - 0] - overseas

17< [Ly - <] (u-verb) - to go

Z & - event, matter

723 (u-verb) - to become

#H [FL) - [C5] -everyday

A (<] - meat

BARD [z - R3] (ru-verb) - to eat
9 D (exception) - to do

BA [((C - (FA] - Japan

%3 [ - 3] (exception) - to come
. %8 [FU] -sushi

. —&Ff [L\5 - RA - BMA] - span of 1 year
. &8 [NA - Lw D] - practice

14. E77_/ - piano

© © ® N o o bk~ w0 DN
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15. 3#< [0 - <] (u-verb) - to play (piano, guitar)
16. #8F (5 - H] - underground

17. AD [(FLY - B] (u-verb) - to enter

18. B+l & - U - =A) - Mt. Fuji

19. RX3 [# - ZB] (ru-verb) - to be visible

You may be wondering how to use [72%1 and [39 3] with verbs since there's no way to directly
modify a verb with another verb. The simple solution is to add a generic noun such as a generic event:
C & (58) or an appearance/manner: KD (k). These nouns don't refer to anything specific and are used
to describe something else. In this case, they allow us to describe verbs in the same manner as nouns.
Here are some examples of how to use these generic nouns with [33] and (/23] .

1. BIMZIT< ([CIxD Tz,
It's been decided that | will go abroad. (lit: It became the event of going abroad.)

2. BH. RZBARD ([CIED Tz,
It became so that | eat meat everyday. (lit: It became the appearance of eating meat everyday.)
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3. BIMCITL (U7,

| decided | will go abroad. (lit: | did toward the event of going abroad.)

4. BH. RZBRD (C9 D,
I will try to eat meat everyday. (lit: | will do toward the manner of eating meat everyday.)

You can modify a verb with [73 | or [ 93] by first making it into a noun clause and then treating it just
like a regular noun. Pretty clever, huh? | hope the literal translations give you a sense of why the example
sentences mean what they do. For instance, in the fourth example, [~X>5(C9 3] translates into "to
make an effort toward..." but in Japanese, it's really only a target towards acting in a certain manner.

Since potential verbs describe a state of feasibility rather than an action (remember, that's why the [7% |
particle couldn't be used), it is often used in conjunction with [~XS5(C723] to describe a change in
manner to a state of feasibility. Let's take this opportunity to get some potential conjugation practice in.

1. BRICET. Fan 0

After coming to Japan, | became able to eat sushi.
2. —HFREZELEMNS. ETZ N 0

Because | practiced for one year, | became able to play the piano.
3. WITFICADT. 0

After going underground, Fuji-san became not visible.

4.8 Conditionals (&, 225, (&, 125)

4.8.1 How to say "if" in Japanese

This whole section is dedicated to learning how to say "if" in Japanese. Oh, if only it was as simple as
English. In Japanese, there's four (count them, four) ways to say "if"! Thankfully, the conjugations are
sparse and easy especially since you don't have to deal with tenses.

4.8.2 Expressing natural consequence using [ & |

Vocabulary
1. 7R—JL - ball
2. %8&ET [H - &) (u-verb) - to drop
3. &5 [H - 53] (ru-verb) - to fall
4. BXK [TA - &) - electricity; (electric) light
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5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
1.
12.
13.
14.
15.

sHI [1F - 9] (u-verb) - to erase

B (<5 - W] (i-adj) - dark

ZFR (> 23] - school

17< [Ly - <] (u-verb) - to go

RkiE [&E - 125] - friend

25 [& - 3] (u-verb) - to meet

Jz<&A - alot (amount)

XD [Z&E - B] (u-verb) - to become fatter
St [BA - BU)] -teacher

&> & -for sure

FF [&0 - 5X] -older

We'll first cover the simplest type of "if" which is the natural consequence conditional. This means that
if [X] happens, [Y] will happen as a natural consequence. No question about it. If | drop a ball, it will fall
to the ground. If | turn off the lights at night, it will get dark. We can express this type of condition in the
following format.

Rules for using the conditional [ & ]

1.

satisfied
= [Condition] + & + [Result]

2. State-of-being must be made explicit

= [State-of-being] + /=& + [Result]

Attach <&  to the condition followed by the result that would occur should the condition be

Examples

1.

INR—ILZET BB D,
If you drop the ball, it will fall.

. BREHT CBEL<IED,

If you turn off the lights, it will get dark.

These examples are designed to show how [ <& ] is used to express natural consequence. However,

even if the statement isn't a natural consequence in itself, the

nevertheless expected to be a natural consequence.
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1. FRICITHRVNERELERRTRK,
If you don't go to school, you can't meet your friends.

2. T ESABRDEKRD K,
If you eat a lot, you will get fat, for sure.

3. t&  EDEFELRBALDRIRNTIMN?
If he's a teacher, he must be older for sure, right?

The "for sure" part is the implied meaning supplied by the [ &1 . The speaker is saying that the following
condition will occur in that situation, no matter what. As you can see from the last example, if the condition
is a state-of-being, it must be expressed so explicitly using [7/Z1 . This applies to all non-conjugated
nouns and na-adjectives as I'm sure you're used to by now. This will also help prevent confusion with
other types of & .

4.8.3 Contextual conditionals using [735 (()]

Vocabulary

1. 8 [HA7R] - everybody

17< (LY <] (u-verb) - to go
# [1D7zU] - me, myself, |

S (LY 3] (u-verb) - to say

EiE [BA - 1Z0)] - problem

I

& (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)
HEE [& - Uk - A -library

&HEC - over there

© N o o b~ w0 D

Another relatively easy to understand type of "if" is the contextual conditional. You can use this particle to
express what will happen given a certain context. For example, if you wanted to say, "Well, if everybody's
going, I'm going too" you would use the [7&5] conditional because you are saying that you will go in
the context of everybody else going. The contextual conditional always requires a context in which the
conditional occurs. For instance, you would use it for saying things like, "If that's what you are talking
about..." or "If that's the case, then..."

In a sense, you are explaining what would occur if you assume a certain condition is satisfied. In other
words, you are saying "if given a certain context, here is what will happen." You will see this reflected in

the English translations as the phrase "if given" in the examples.

The [725] is attached to the context in which the conditional occurs. The format is the same as the
[ &1 conditional, however, you must not attach the declarative [7Z] .
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Rules for using the contextual conditional [7355 ]

1. Attach [725] to the context in which the conditional would occur
= [Assumed Context] + 75 + [Result]

2. You must not attach the declarative /=] .

Examples

1. HARBIMTLL I 5FBITL<,
If given that everybody is going, then I'll go too.

2. PURAEANEDZSMHEREIR K,
If given that Alice-san says so, there's no problem.

Example Dialogue

FUR  HEBER>EZTIN,
Alice: Where is the library?

NT : KEEEL S, HTITY,
Bob: If given that you're talking about the library, then it's over there.

The following is incorrect.

- KBRS HEITY,

You can also decide to use [/R5(d] instead of just [7&%5] . This means exactly the same thing

except that it has a more formal nuance.

4.8.4 General conditionals using [(3]

Vocabulary

1. BRD [z - XB] (ru-verb) - to eat
2. D [ZFE - D] (u-verb) - to wait

3. B ML) (i-ad)) - funny
4

. 33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)
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F4£ (K< - BU] - student

B2 (O0Z] -free  (as in not busy)
RiE [&E - 125] - friend

=5 [d& - 3] (u-verb) - to meet

B [(H - L) - BD] - shopping

©c © ® N o O

10. 17< [LY - <] (u-verb) - to go

1. & [H - H13] - money

12. LYW (i-adj) - good

13. LW 7z - LW (i-adj) - fun

14. F\ [1D7zU]) - me; myself; |

15. /& [k D - =] - disease; sickness

16. 7385 (u-verb) - to become

The next type of conditional just expresses a regular "if* condition without any assumptions or embedded
meanings. The conjugation rules for the [(&] conditional is below. Note, the conjugation rule for nouns
and na-adjectives is actually using the verb [33] in [T33] , aformal expression we'll learn much
later.

Conjugation Rules for [(X]

 For verbs: Change the last /u/ vowel sound to the equivalent /e/ vowel sound and attach [(d]
Examples

1. BX -~ BRI S BAN
2. 15 - F-F/HT

+ For i-adjectives or negatives ending in [7/XU\] : Drop the last [\L\] and attach [lFH(E] .

Examples
1. &ML - MU
2. 1R — I

+ For nouns and na-adjectives: Attach [Tdn(d]
Examples

1. 2% > Z4&
2. — IR
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Examples

1.

RECEANIE. BUIITITEET,
If | can meet with my friend, we will go shopping.

. BEASBNEVL,

If | had money, it would be good, huh?

. EU BT <

If it's fun, I'll go too.

CEUL « AABITHVRUN,

If it's not fun, I'll also not go.

. BRI S (A P

If you don't eat, you will become sick.

4.8.5 Past conditional using 725 ((4)]

Vocabulary

BN

N G O O
N o o0 A W N =~ O

© ®©® N o o &~ w b

. B [U - £3] - automatic

FD [F - D] (u-verb) - to wait
0 [K - ©] (u-verb) - to read
UL [LWZD - LU (-adj) - busy
BBz [00Z] -free  (asin not busy)
5 [E - 3] (u-verb) - to play
17< (LY <] (u-verb) - to go

F4& (K< - 8] - student

ZI5| [1O0D - UZF] - discount

. 8BS [M - 3] (u-verb) - to buy

. RE [&E - 125] - friend

. =D [ - D] (u-verb) - to meet
CBup [ LY - BED) - shopping
. HBE (B - Hh13] - money

. 33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)
. U (i-adj) - good

. Zx [1) ©%5;2) LN&] - 1) one's own home; 2) house
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18. 153 [MZ - B] (u-verb) - to go home

19. & [7ZN] - who

20. L\ (ru-verb) - to exist (animate)

21. 77X U7 - America

22. Jz< &= A - alot (amount)

23. X3 [A& - B] (u-verb) - to become fatter

| call this next conditional the past conditional because it is produced by taking the past tense and just
adding 5] . Itis commonly called the [7/=5] conditional because all past-tense ends with [z, /2]
and so it always becomes [/=25 /125 . Like the [(E] conditional, it is also a general conditional.

Conjugation Rule for 125 (&)

« First change the noun, adjective, or verb to its past tense and attach [5]

Examples

1. BB — BB BB
2. 1% - 1 —f&For

3.5 - BAL - BAR

4. TtL — JtuL —tuh o7z

Examples

1. BZo « BEMTIT< Ko
If I am free, | will go play.

2. FAEZo . FEEABITERET.
If you're a student, you can buy with a student discount.

For i-adjectives and verbs, it is very difficult to differentiate between the two types of conditionals, and you
can make life easier for yourself by considering them to be the same. However there is a small difference
inthatthe [/=5] conditional focuses on what happens after the condition. This is another reason why
| call this the past conditional because the condition is "in the past" (not literally) and we're interested in
the result not the condition. The [(3] conditional, on the other hand, focuses on the conditional part.

Let's compare the difference in nuance.
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Example 1

A RECEANIE, BUIICITEERT,
A: We will go shopping, if | can meet with my friend.

B : RELCERZH. BEWMIICITEEY,
B: If | can meet with my friend,

Example 2

A BENBNIE L,
A: It would be good, if | had money, huh?

B : HBENMNHBD (AIAVAN
B: If | had money, ?

Going by the context, the [~7z5] form sounds more natural for both examples because it doesn't
seem like we're really focusing on the condition itself. We're probably more interested in what's going to
happen once we meet the friend or how nice it would be if we had money.

The past conditional is the only type of conditional where the result can be in the past. It may seem
strange to have an "if" when the result has already taken place. Indeed, in this usage, there really is no
"if", it's just a way of expressing surprise at the result of the condition. This has little to do with conditionals
but it is explained here because the grammatical structure is the same.

1. RICI/BoE5. BN DT,
When | went home, there was no one there. (unexpected result)

2. PAURITOES. e<SAKDFUTZ,
As a result of going to America, | got really fat. (unexpected result)

You can alsouse [/25(d] instead of [725] . Similarto [/25(3] | this means exactly the same
thing except that it has a more formal nuance.

48.6 Howdoes U] fitinto all of this?

Vocabulary

1. U - if by any chance
2. L) (i-adj) - good

3. BRE [XUL) - HY] - movie
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#25 [# - B] (ru-verb) - to watch
17< [Ly - <] (u-verb)-to go
i’ (G - DA -time

33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

BAH [ U7z] - tomorrow

© N o o &

Some of you may be aware of the word [H& L] which means "if" and may be wondering how it fits
into all of this. Well, if you want to say a conditional, you need to use one of the conditionals discussed
above. [H U] is really a supplement to add a sense of uncertainty on whether the condition is true.
For instance, you might use it when you want to make an invitation and you don't want to presume like
the following example.

1. Emofzs. MEZERCITEERIN?
If it's ok with you, go to watch movie?

2. BeAMRLRS, BBRETELNK,
If given that there's no time, tomorrow is fine as well. (Not certain whether there is no time)

4.9 Expressing "must” or "have to" (~/Z&. ~UL\FRR0N,
~IRBIRN, ~TEH)

4.9.1 When there's something that must or must not be done

In life, there are things that we must or must not do whether it's taking out the trash or doing our homework.
We will cover how to say this in Japanese because it is a useful expression and it also ties in well with
the previous section. We will also learn how to the say the expression, "You don't have to..." to finish off
this section.

4.9.2 Using (/28] , TONFIRL] ,and [/1257RLV] for things that must
not be done

Vocabulary

1. BXB [/Z&) - no good

ZZ - here

AD [(FLy - B] (u-verb) - to enter
€1 - that

W DN
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5. BRD [JzX - B] (ru-verb) - to eat
6. & [£B] -evening

7. B [BZ - L] (i-ad)) - late

8. ~&F T (particle) - until ~

9. &5 [TA - D] -phone

10. 9 B (exception) - to do

1. B [(FX2 - UV (i-ad)) - fast; early
12. B3 [a - B] (ru-verb) - to sleep

If you're not familiar with the word [72&] (BKB), though it can be used in many different ways it
essentially means "no good". The other two key words in this section are [U\F/RUN] and [7R257R0\ ]
and they have essentially the same basic meaning as [/Z2&] . However, while [U\F7RX0V] can be
used by itself, [7X5720V] must only be used in the grammar presented here. In addition, while ()
[F720V] and [7R578%0V] conjugate like i-adjectives they are not actual adjectives. Let's learn how to
use these words to express things that must not be done.

How to say: Must not [verb]

+ Take the te-form of the verb, add the [(&] (wa) particle and finally attach either [72&] . [UL)
[FIRUN] |« or [7RISTRUN] .

Example
AD > ADT + [+ 2D/ WFRRVIEBI = ADTIEESD,/ AD TIEWLWWHRWL ADTIE
ACS YA A
1. ZZIC WTEE A
You must not enter here.
2. TNz 28!

You can't (must not) eat that!

3. . ESFXTEHE ALY AN
You must not use the phone until late at night.

4. B< rOFEATUI.
Wasn't allowed to sleep early.

The difference between [7Z2&] . [TULMFIRLY] . and [71257380\] is that, firstof all, [72&] is casual.
While [TUMFRLY] and [725780\]  are basically identical, [7X5720\] is generally more for things
that apply to more than one person like rules and policies.
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4.9.3 Expressing things that must be done
Vocabulary

1. 88 [ZFEL) - (C5B] -everyday

2. ZRR [M>- 23] - school

3. 77< [LY - <] (u-verb)-to go

4. 1B#E [Lw < - ZL\] - homework

5. 9B (exception) - to do

You may have predicted that the opposite of "You must not do" would use [LMF3B ] or [723 ] because
they look like the positive version of [UMF7RUV] and [7R57R0\] . However, [ULWFRWL] and 785
720V] must always be negative, so this is not correct. In actuality, we still use the same [/2& .,/ L\F7&
L1825 7320V] and use the opposite of the verb that goes in front of it instead. This double negative can
be kind of confusing at first but you will get used to it with practice. There are three ways to conjugate
the verb before adding [72& ./ UW\FIRUL /TR578X0\]  and two of them involve conditionals so aren't
you glad that you just learned conditionals in the previous section?

(.

How to say: Must [verb]

1. Negative te-form + [(&] (wa) particle + 728,/ LMFIRUL /TRS TR0
2. Negative verb + & conditional + 728,/ ULMFTRU /TR S TR0
3. Negative verb + [(d] conditional + 728,/ ULMFTRL /TR S TR0

The first method is the same as the "must not do" grammar form except that we simply negated the verb.

1.

2.

BRZFERIC IRDFE A,
Must go to school everyday.
faRe WFaho 1z

Had to do homework.

The second method uses the natural conditional that we learned in the last lesson. Literally, it means
if you don't do something, then it automatically leads to the fact that it is no good. (In other words, you
must doit.) However, people tend to use it for situations beyond the natural consequence characterization
that we learned from the last section because it's shorter and easier to use than the other two types of
grammar.

1.

BEFKIC ZHTY,
Must go to school everyday.
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2. EEz (AypA A
Have to do homework.

The third method is similar to the second except that it uses a different type of conditional as explained
in the last lesson. With the [(3&] conditional, it can be used for a wider range of situations. Note that
since the verb is always negative, for the [(d] conditional, we will always be removing the last ()]
and adding T(FUE] .

1. BAFRIC WFEE A
Must go to school everyday.
2. B8 ZHEoTz.

Had to do homework.

It may seem like | just breezed through a whole lot of material because there are three grammar forms
and [728./WIFIRV /IR 57RXU\]  adding up to nine possible combinations (3x3). However, some
combinations are more common than others but | did not explicitly point out which were more common
because any combination is technically correct and going over style would merely confuse at this point.
Also, keep in mind that there is nothing essentially new in terms of conjugation rules. We already covered
conditionals in the last lesson and adding the wa particle to the te-form in the beginning of this section.

1 Reality Check

Although we spent the last section explaining [~7X(F1UE] and [~7RX<TIE] |, the reality is that
because they are so long, they are practically never used in real conversations. While they are often used
in a written context, in actual speech, people usually use the [¢& ] conditional or the various shortcuts
described below. In casual speech, the [¢& 1  conditional is the most prevalent type of conditional.
Though | explained in depth the meaning associated with the [ &1 conditional, you have to take it with
a grain of salt here because people are inherently lazy.

4.9.4 Various short-cuts for the lazy

Vocabulary

1. 158 (XA - E& D] - study

2. 93 (exception) - to do

3. ZfR [ - (FA] -rice; meal

4. BRD [z - XB] (ru-verb) - to eat
5 FR& [M> - 23] -school

6

. 17< Ly - <] (u-verb) - to go
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7. ZZ -here

8. AD [(FL) - B] (u-verb) - to enter
9. BB [/Z8] - no good

10. ZEsh [U - 8] (u-verb) - to die

You may have been grumbling and complaining about how long most of the expressions are just to say
you must do something. You can end up with up to eight additional syllables just to say "l have to..."!

Well, others have thought the same before and people usually use short abbreviated versions of [73
<TIE] and [RRIFNIE] in casual speech. Teachers are often reluctant to teach these overly
familiar expressions because they are so much easier to use which is bad for times when they might
not be appropriate. But, on the other hand, if you don't learn casual expressions, it makes it difficult to
understand your friends (or would-be friends if you only knew how to speak less stiffly!). So here they are
but take care to properly practice the longer forms so that you will be able to use them for the appropriate
occasions.

Casual abbreviations for things that must be done

1. Simply replace [7R<TJ with [7R< 5]
2. Simply replace [7RFHUE] with [7RE ]

(.

Right now, you may be saying, "What the?" because the "abbreviations" are about the same length as
what we've already covered. The secret here is that, unlike the expressions we learned so far, you can
just leave the [712&./ULMFTRUL/TRB7R0N]  part out altogether!

1. 58 L 0
Gotta study.

2. CEEBEAX o
Gotta eat.

The &1 conditional is also used by itself to imply [728 ./ W\FRWV/TRSIRLN] .

s FRICITHIENE,
Gotta go to school.

There is another [5%>] abbreviation for things that you must not do. However, in this case, you cannot
leave out [71Z28./UL\MF7RU) /7R 5720\V] . Since this is a casual abbreviation, [7Z2&] is used in most
cases.

One very important difference for this casual form is that verbs thatend in &3] . [/3] . [&] use
[Ux>] instead of [%5+%] . Essentially, all the verbs that end in [A/JZ] for past tense fall in this
category.
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Casual abbreviations for things that must not be done

1. Replace [TI&] with [5]
2. Replace [TI(&] with U]

1. CCIC A >BEv iz,
You can't enter here.

2. BEA L0 IEDTEX ! - You can't die!

On afinal note, in general, [%5+] sounds a bit cutesy or girly. You've already seen an example of this
withthe [5w Al suffix. Similarly, [7&<%5+] also sounds a bit cutesy or childish.

4.9.5 Saying something is ok to do or not do

Vocabulary

—

. 28 [TA - R] - everything

2. BRD [Iz - RXB] (ru-verb) - to eat

3. L) (i-adj) - good

4. 8RO [D - ©] (u-verb) - to drink

5 KX [1ZLy - Uk D - A] (na-adj) - ok

6. > [HmZFE + D] (u-verb) - to mind; to be concerned about
7. D - already

8. 1§ [MZ - B] (u-verb) - to go home

9. M -this

10. 5&D & -just allittle

1. RS [#H - 3] (ru-verb) - to see

Now let's learn how to say either that it's ok to do or not do something. | decided to shove this section in
here because in Japanese, this is essential how to say that you don't have to something (by saying it's
ok to not do it). The grammar itself is also relatively easy to pick up and makes for a short section.

By simply using the te-form and the [H] particle, you are essentially saying, "even if you do X..."

Common words that come after this include [UL\UY] , TKCK] , or [#810720V] . Some examples will
come in handy.
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1. £EEAN LK,

You can go ahead and eat it all. (lit: Even if you eat it all, it's good, you know.)

2. £EFEAIZEL (A TVAYE
You don't have to eat it all. (lit: Even if you don't eat it all, it's good, you know.)

3. BEFERA CEARLKRIEK,
It's ok if you drink it all. (lit: Even if you drink it all, it's OK, you know.)

4. DEPERA =V @VA PV NN
| don't mind if you drink it all. (lit: Even if you drink it all, | don't mind, you know.)

In casual speech, [~THEL ] sometimes get shortened to just [~TL W] (or [~TULIW ] instead
of [~THBLW] ).

1. 3> ?
Can | go home already?

2. TN, B&oER ?
Can | take a quick look at this?

410 Desire and Suggestions  (f=L), AL\, volitional.
~fe5ES)

4.10.1 How to get your way in Japan

We will now learn how to say what you want either by just coming out and saying it or by making discreet
suggestions. The major topics we will cover will be the [7z(\] conjugation and the volitional form. We
will also learn specialized uses of the [7=Z5] and [(d] conditionals to offer advice.

4.10.2 Verbs you want to do with [/ZU\]

Vocabulary

—

. 47< [y - <] (u-verb) - to go
Al [7R(C] - what

. 3B (exception) - to do

mR [(BA - BA] - hotspring
. T—7F -cake

o A w N

146



CHAPTER 4. ESSENTIAL GRAMMAR 4.10. DESIRE AND SUGGESTIONS

BARD [z - R3] (ru-verb) - to eat
9> & -long; far

—#& [L\> - U&] -together

L\ (ru-verb) - to exist (animate)

R (L] -dog

1. 3N [Z - ] (u-verb) - to play

© v ® N o
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You can express verbs that you want to perform with the [7z(\] form. All you need to dois add [7=
LV to the stem of the verb. However, unlike most conjugations we learned where the verb turns into a
ru-verb, this form actually transforms the verb into an i-adjective (notice how [7zU\] conveniently ends
in TL\] ). This makes sense because the conjugated form is a description of something that you want
to do. Once you have the [7zL\] form, you can then conjugate it the same as you would any other
i-adjective. However, the [7/zU\] form is different from regular i-adjectives because it is derived from a
verb. This means that all the particles we normally associate with verbs suchas [Z] . [(C] . [/\]
. or [TJ] can all be used with the [7=L\] form, which is not true for regular i-adjectives. Here's a
chart just for you.

[7zU\] conjugations
Positive Negative
Non-Past TSz TErE<Rn
Past IETEh oz | 1TEE<IRh o

Examples

1. A% TIh.
What do you want to do?

2. mRIC 0
| want to go to hot spring.

You don't want to eat cake?

4. F&E 1oz,
| didn't want to eat it but | became wanting to eat.

Example 4 was very awkward to translate but is quite simple in Japanese if you refer to the section about
using [7%3% ] with i-adjectives". The past tense of the verb [72% ] was used to create "became want
to eat". Here's a tongue twister using the negative [~7/z<72\\] and past-tense of [123] : [BNX
12<12<78&>7Z] meaning "became not wanting to eat".

This may seem obvious but [ ] cannot have a [7z\\] form because inanimate objects cannot
want anything. However, [L\3] can be used with the [7zL\] form in examples like the one below.
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« I E—HEIC o

| want to be together forever. (lit: Want to exist together for long time.)

Also, you can only use the [7=U\] form for the first-person because you cannot read other people's mind
to see what they want to do. For referring to anyone beside yourself, it is normal to use expressions such
as, "l think he wants to..." or "She said that she wants to..." We will learn how to say such expressions in
a later lesson. Of course, if you're asking a question, you can just use the [7ZU\] form because you're
not presuming to know anything.

- Re& TEN.
Do you want to play with dog?

4.10.3 Indicating things you want or want done using [ARUL U]

Vocabulary

1. ARULLY [(F - LLY] (i-adj) - wanted; desirable
t¥= [9 - =] (na-adj) - likable; desirable
KEFV [B8 - =] (i-ad)) - big

B DH [6h - L\ BAH] - stuffed doll
288 [TA - R] - everything

BNRD [z - R3] (ru-verb) - to eat

&2 [\ - 2] -room

ENUL) (na-adj) - pretty; clean

© N o o B~ w D

In English, we employ a verb to say that we want something. In Japanese, "to want" is actually an i-
adjective and not a verb. We saw something similar with [#¥2] which is an adjective while "to like"
in English is a verb. While | didn't get too much into the workings of [#¥& | , | have dedicated a whole
sectionto [BRLU\] because it means, "to want something done" when combined with the te-form of a
verb. We will learn a more polite and appropriate way to make requests in the "Making Requests" lesson
instead of saying, "l want this done."

Though not a set rule, whenever words come attached to the te-form of a verb to serve a special gram-

matical function, it is customary to write it in hiragana. This is because kanji is already used for the verb
and the attached word becomes part of that verb.

Examples

1. REVELSDHM !
| want a big stuffed doll!
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. 2B ATETE -«
| want it all eaten but...
. BIEZENIC DLk,

It is that | want the room cleaned up, you know.

Like | mentioned, there are more appropriate ways to ask for things which we won't go into until later.
This grammar is not used too often but is included for completeness.

4.10.4 Making a motion to do something using the volitional form (casual)

Vocabulary

—

© ® N o o bk~ w0 DN
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. BRS [z - RB] (ru-verb) - to eat

AD [(FLy - B] (u-verb) - to enter

&2 [& - 3] (ru-verb) - to wear

EUD [UA - UB] (ru-verb) - to believe
B3 (13- B] (ru-verb) - to sleep

=D (B - =3B] (ru-verb) - to wake; to occur
13 [T+ B] (ru-verb) - to come out

#HFD [H - 1FB] (ru-verb) - to hang

{&TS [T - TB] (ru-verb) - to throw away

CARB [US - RB] (ru-verb) - to investigate
. 89 [(F72 - 9] (u-verb) - to speak

. &< [H - <] (u-verb) - to write

. D [ZFE - D] (u-verb) - to wait

. B (D - ] (u-verb) - to drink

)
N

(& - 3] (u-verb) - to take

g
N

(Z - <] (u-verb) - to ask; to listen
(8K - <] (u-verb) - to swim
(5€ - 3\] (u-verb) - to play
(723 - D] (u-verb) - to be fixed
(L - 6] (u-verb) - to die

(H - 5] (u-verb) - to buy

§‘I
J

!

g
<

=
&
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22. 95 (exception) - to do

23. k% [ - B] (exception) - to come
24. SH [E& D] -today

25. fA] [72(C] - what

26. 77—~ /=77 - theme park

27. 17< [LY - <] (u-verb) - to go

28. BAH [ U] - tomorrow

29. AL —-curry

The term volitional here means a will to do something. In other words, the volitional form indicates that
someone is setting out to do something. In the most common example, this simply translates into the
English "let's" or "shall we?" but we'll also see how this form can be used to express an effort to do
something in a lesson further along.

To conjugate verbs into the volitional form for casual speech, there are two different rules for ru-verbs
and u-verbs. For ru-verbs, you simply remove the [2] andadd [X3] . For u-verbs, you replace
the / u / vowel sound with the / o / vowel sound andadd [3] .

Conjugations rules for the casual volitional form

» For ru-verbs: Removethe [%d] andadd LD
Example: BAS - B+ L5 - BARLD

+ For u-verbs: Replace the / u / vowel sound with the / o / vowel sound and add [ 3 |
Example: A5 - A5+ D - ABD

Here is a list of verbs you should be used to seeing by now.

Sample ru-verbs Sample u-verbs Exception Verbs
Plain | Volitional Plain | Volitional Plain | Volitional
BRS | BRED Fh O BT EES) ULLD
2o BlD & < H_D <3 i S}
s | BULD 7 S D )

BEo IENSS 375\ W35
fEs | BELD =Fo | [FED

o B D /) BRED
HNTS | BT ED ES BE5D
BCTS | $5CED FESa FEDD
#AND | FAXRED B8O BHO
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Examples

| doubt you will ever use [3ED D] (let's die) but | left it in for completeness. Here are some more
realistic examples.

1. SH(HMaZ m?
What shall (we) do today?

2. 7—=~XI)\—=TIC !
Let's go to theme park!

3. BAE (= AN
What shall (we) eat tomorrow?
4. hL—%= !

Let's eat curry!

Remember, since you're setting out to do something, it doesn't make sense to have this verb in the past
tense. Therefore, there is only one tense and if you were to replace [BAH] in the third example with,
let's say, [EEH] then the sentence would make no sense.

4.10.5 Making a motion to do something using the volitional form (polite)

Vocabulary

—

. BRD [z - R3] (ru-verb) - to eat
AD [(Euy - B] (u-verb) - to enter
9D (exception) - to do

%3 [ - 3] (exception) - to come
B3 [+ 3] (ru-verb) - to sleep
17< (LY <] (u-verb) - to go

5N (€ - 3] (u-verb) - to play
SH [E &3] -today

i [/R(Z] - what

© © N o o M w0 D
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. T—~/\—7J - theme park
. BAH [ U7Z] - tomorrow
. AL —-curry

-
N =
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The conjugation for the polite form is even simpler. All you have to doisadd [~ZFE U &S] tothe stem
of the verb. Similar to the masu-form, verbs in this form must always come at the end of the sentence.
In fact, all polite endings must always come at the end and nowhere else as we've already seen.

Conjugations rules for the polite volitional form

» Forall verbs: Add [~3F&U& S tothe stem of the verb

1. BRD 5 BR+ 2L LD 5> BARFELLD
2. A3 > AD+FULLD > ADFELELD

Sample verbs
Plain Volitional
EES) LELED
<D | &=LLD
Bd BaLLD
7< | 1I7&FE0L £ D
WS | EOEL LD

Examples

Again, there's nothing new here, just the polite version of the volitional form.

1. SEEEAZLEL LS ?
What shall (we) do today?

2. T—I\=DZiTEE0 8D
Let's go to theme park!

3. BBREMEZEEAZL L DOH?
What shall (we) eat tomorrow?

4. HL—ZENEL LD
Let's eat curry!

4.10.6 Making Suggestions using the [(d] or [/=5] conditional

Vocabulary

1. #8417 [EA - 23] -bank
2. 77< [uLy - <] (u-verb) - to go
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3. 1ZzZFI(Z - once in a while
4. MR [D&D - UA] - parents
5. 569 [(F7X - 9] (u-verb) - to speak

You can make suggestions by using the [(£] or [7=5] conditional and adding [ &£3 ] . This literally
means, "If you do [X], how is it?" In English, this would become, "How about doing [X]?" Grammatically,
there's nothing new here but it is a commonly used set phrase.

Examples
1. #RITIC TINS
How about going to bank?
2. EFRICCHEIRE ?

How about talking with your parents once in a while?

4.11 Performing an action on a relative clause (&. 2 7C)

In the section about modifying relative clauses, we learned how to treat a relative clause like an adjective
to directly modify a noun. We will extend the functionality of relative clauses by learning how to perform
an action on a relative clause. Obviously, we cannot simply attach the [Z ] particle to a relative clause
because the [%Z | particle only applies to noun phrases. We need something to encapsulate the relative
clause into a unit that we can perform actions on. This is done by making a quoted phrase.

While in English, you can just add quotes and a comma to make a quotation, Japanese requires attaching
[&] at the end of the quote. This is completely different from the [<& ] particle and the [ &)
conditional. Unlike quotes in English, we can perform many different types of actions on the quote besides
the standard "he said", "she said", etc. For example, we can perform the action, "to think" or "to hear"
to produce phrases such as, "l think [clause]" or "l heard [clause]" This is very important in Japanese
because Japanese people seldom affirm definite statements. This also why we will have to eventually
cover many other types of grammar to express uncertainty or probability.

4.11.1 The direct quote

Vocabulary

1. ES [LY- 3] (u-verb) - to say
2. E< [& - <] (u-verb) - to ask; to listen

3. 3N [T - 3] (u-verb) - to scream
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IEN (K - 3] (u-verb) - to call

K< [DA - <] (u-verb) - to mutter
R\ [&SD - L] (i-adj) - cold

SH [E &3] -today

#E [Uw - & D] -class

& [BA - BU)] -teacher

Heh (/= - 7&HY] - Tanaka (last name)

© © ® N o o »~

We'll learn the simplest type of quoted phrase, which is the direct quote. Basically, you are directly quoting
something that was said. This is done by simply enclosing the statement in quotes, adding & ] and
then inserting the appropriate verb. The most common verbs associated with a direct quote would be
[E5] and [EI<] butyou may use any verbs related to direct quotation such as: [013] | [1H5]
, %< ], etc. This type of quotation is often used for dialogue in novels and other narrative works.

Examples
1. 7N, =o7,
Alice said, "Cold".
2 FEMNSEWEAZITE,

Itis that | heard from the teacher, "There is no class today."

The verb does not need to be directly connected to the relative clause. As long as the verb that applies
to the relative clause comes before any other verb, you can have any number of adjectives, adverbs or
nouns in between.

. 77U ZNEFI(C o
"Cold," Alice said to Tanaka.

4.11.2 The interpreted quote

Vocabulary

1. 5t [BA - BU)] -teacher

2. SH [E& D] -today

3. & [Uw - &3] -class

4. E< [&E - <] (u-verb) - to ask; to listen
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Z1 - this

BHAEE [(C - (FA - Z) - Japanese (language)
fil [7R(E/7RA] - what

=5 (LY 3] (u-verb) - to say

F [(1HO7=U] - me; myself; |

7L —- curry

1. BRD [Jz - RXB] (ru-verb) - to eat

12. 8BS [HE - D] (u-verb) - to think

13. B [U - A -time

14. 5 [LWF] - now

© © © N o O
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15. £ - where

16. 77< [L) - <] (u-verb) - to go

17. B [MAR - ZB] (ru-verb) - to think

18. 1% [H'1N] - he; boyfriend

19. @R&E [CZD5 - 25 - #L)] - high school student

20. U3 [UA - UB] (ru-verb) - to believe

The second type of quote is the quote along the lines of what someone actually said. It's not a word-for-
word quote. Since this is not a direct quote, no quotations are needed. You can also express thoughts as
an interpreted quote as well. By using this and the verb [B3] you can say you think that something
is so-and-so. You will hear Japanese people use this all the time. You can also use the verb [ZX 3|
when you are considering something.

Examples

1. FTREMNS BUZATZITE,
| heard from the teacher that there is no class today.

2. T, BAXREET EAESERAS
What do you call this in Japanese? (lit: About this, what do you say in Japanese?)

3.l 7UX o
| am called Alice. (lit: As for me, you say Alice.)

In an interpreted quote, the meaning of 5] may change as you see in examples 2 and 3. Actually,
as you can see from the literal translation, the meaning remains the same in Japanese but changes only
when translated to normal English. (We'll learn more about various ways to use [ULY3] in the next
lesson.)
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Here are some examples of thoughts being used as quoted relative clauses. In example 2 below, the
question marker is used with the volitional to insert an embedded question.

1. AL—ZBRELD IFE. BRBJEFENED DT,

| thought about setting out to eat curry but | didn't have time to eat.

2. 5. ECATTSN o
Now, I'm considering where to set out to go.

Unlike the direct quotation, which you can just copy as is, if the quoted relative clause is a state-of-being
for a noun or na-adjective, you have to explicitly include the declarative [/Z] to show this.

1. (&, CU3AE SWLFEUIEH
What did he say this is?

2. BEFERETCCEVEITE. EUSTNRL,
| heard that he is a high school student but | can't believe it.

Notice how [/Z] was added to explicitly declare the state-of-being that is highlighted in the English
translation. You can really see how important the [7Z] is here by comparing the following two sentences.

o USR] SWFELIEH,
What did (he) say this is?

s fIEENFE LN,
What did (he) say?

4.11.3 Using [DT/| as acasual version of [¢& |

Vocabulary

1. BF [&E - Z] - Tomoko (first name)
. 3EEF [50) - RA] - next year
B [y - BY0Y] - overseas

. BE [H - Hh1A] - money

2
3
4. D - already
5
6. 33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)
7

. KE [(FA - &S] -real
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8. BAH (& UL7Z] - tomorrow

9. M [3&] -rain

10. f#3 [ - D] (u-verb) - to precipitate
11. 9\ (i-adj) - to a great extent

12. L) (i-adj) - good

13. A [ &] - person

You may be surprised to hear that there is a shorter and casual version of the quoted relative clause
since it's already only one hiragana character, [<&] . However, the important point here is that by
using this casual shortcut, you can drop the rest of the sentence and hope your audience can understand
everything from context.

Examples

1. BF(ERE, BIMNITALD G

Tomoko said that she's going overseas next year.
2. EOHEH RN °

| already told you | have no money.

3. 22 ?
Huh? What did you say?

4. 5. BEHRVO TRIWEALZITE, KH?
| heard you don't have time now, is that true?

5. 5. BNV T AH?
You don't have time now (I heard), is that true?

[>T/ can also be used to talk about practically anything, not just to quote something that was said.
You can hear [DCJ being used just about everywhere in casual speech. Most of the time it is used in
place of the [(&] particle to simply bring up a topic.

1. BAH . MAEDATL o
About tomorrow, | hear that it's going to rain.

2. PTURS T, 3TKLWWVWATUK?
About Alice, she's a very good person, right?
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412 Defining and Describing (&0\D)

4.12.1 The various uses of [(L\D ]

In the previous lesson, we learned how to quote a relative clause by encasing it with [ & | . This allowed
us to talk about things that people have said, heard, thought, and more. We also took a look at some
examples sentences thatused [&] and [E5] to describe how to say something in Japanese and
even what to call oneself. In this section, we will learn that with [ & ] , we can use

[LYDS ] in a similar fashion to define, describe, and generally just talk about the thing itself. We'll also
see how to do the same thing with the casual [>T version we first learned about in the last lesson.

4.12.2 Using LD ] to define

Vocabulary

1. E5 [L)+ 3] (u-verb) - to say

2. C1 - this

3. 8 [IR(C/7RA] - what

4. A [ShHvR] -fish

5. Z - this (abbr. of ZHLD)

6. fifl [7=L\] - tai (type of fish)

7. 7)\— I - department store

8. £ -where

9. 33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

0. 20 [L - 3] (u-verb) - to know

1. KE [&6 - 5] - friend

12. 358 [X L\ - ] - English (language)
=

13. BBk [L) - ] - meaning

In the last lesson, we briefly looked at how to introduce ourselves by using &1 and TLWS ] . For
instance, we had the following example, which Alice used to introduce herself.

< FAFT7UX o
| am called Alice. (lit: As for me, you say Alice.)
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This sentence pattern is probably one of the first things beginner Japanese students learn in the class-
room. In this case, the verb [ULYD] doesn't mean that somebody actually said something. Rather,
Alice is saying that people in general say "Alice" when referring to her. While using kanji for [L\D] s
perfectly acceptable, in this case, since nothing is actually being said, using hiragana is also common.

This idea of describing what a person is known or referred to as can also be extended to objects and
places. We can essentially define and identify anything we want by using [&UL\D ]
As you can imagine, this is particularly useful for us because it allows us to ask what things are called in
Japanese and for the definition of words we don't know yet.

Examples

1.

4.12.3 Using [LYD] to describe anything

UL, T9h,
What is this fish referred to as?

C DA, o
This fish is known as "Tai".

(FEZ(CHDM D> TVWFERIMN?
Do you know where the department store called "Lumine" is?

[&EZE] (. RET SUNGER

The meaning of "tomodachi" in English is "friend".

Vocabulary

BN

- a2 =
N =

© © ©® N o g k~ W N

. EAN [Uw - UA » &3] - main character

LA [(FA - [CA] - criminal

—& [L\5 - (FA] - best; first

HAW [HBE - LS - L] (i-ad)) - interesting
BAAN [IC - (FA - UA] - Japanese person
B [ - &(F] - alcohol

L (& - L] (i-adj) - weak

=5 [LY- 3] (u-verb) - to say

A [(FA - £D] -real

MmE (&< - UA] - single; unmarried

CIE [SZ] -lie

)T — |~ - reboot
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13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

JXV > - computer, PC

Z D - (things are) this way

€D - (things are) that way

33 - (things are) that way

ED - how

BicE [ - & - &3] -reboot

dATZ - you (slang)

LDE - always

B [&&E] -time

X3 [< - 3] (exception) - to come

KD [ZF - B] (u-verb) - to be bothered, troubled
A [T &] - person

##EE (19>« CA) - marriage

Hi3k3 [T - & - 3] (ru-verb) - to be able to do
FZ (L1 - B] - happiness

7&3 (u-verb) - to become

BS [ - D] (u-verb) - to think

KZE [1Zuy - A< - college

17< [Ly - <] (u-verb) -to go

2k (L) #] - meaning

We learned howtouse [&ULVS ] to describe what something is known or referred to as. However, we
can take this idea even further by attaching two relative clauses. At this point, [UL\3] is so abstract
that it doesn't even really have a meaning. When a relative clause is encapsulated with [¢& ] | you
must have a verb to go along with itand [UL\5 | is simply being used as a generic verb to enable us to
talk about any relative clause. This allows us to describe and explain just about anything ranging from a
single word to complete sentences. As you can imagine, this construction is quite useful and employed
quite often in Japanese.

Examples

1.

2.

FALRPMEATZD T DA —BHEBEN DI,
The most interesting thing was that the main character was the criminal.

HARANEHBECTEUL DIFAZH ?
Is it true that Japanese people are weak to alcohol?
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3. MBI D(E, WEZoTZD?

It was a lie that you were single?

4. UJ—hk D& NNV =ZBEHNT D Z&ETY,
Reboot means to restart your computer.

We can abstract it even further by replacing the relative clause with a generic way of doing something.
Inthis case,weuse 3] . [#51. [&&] . and [ES] , which when combined with [UL\S |
means "this way, "that way", "that way (far away in an abstract sense)" and "what way" respectively.

Examples
1. HATZE. LWDH RF(CRDATENS. BDATZX.
It's because you always come at times like these that I'm troubled.

2. ANE—HEICHFZITDDER. WIEL.
(Anybody would) dislike doing work together with that type of person, huh?

3. ALHRIETEES, FRCEINDLEBNET,
I think you can become happy if you could marry that type of person.

4. RE(CITHEWD T, BIRIRD ?
What do you mean, "You're not going to go to college?"

4.12.4 Rephrasing and making conclusions with [ &0\3 |

Vocabulary

—

. AT - you (slang)

L (@ - U&] - she; girlfriend
RE [&F - 125] - friend

=D [Ly- D] (u-verb) - to say

fil [7RIC/TRA] - what

HiE [ - =lF] - alcohol

& [9 - =] (na-adj) - likable
3 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)
&3 (LY &3] (ru-verb) - to live
%4 [/z - SA] - maybe

. 47< [Ly - <] (u-verb) - to go

. BS [HE - D] (u-verb) - to think

© © ® N o o & w0 DN
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13. BE [H - H13] - money

14. £ - already

15. 1§ [MR - 3] (u-verb) - to go home

16. BAE [7Z&] - no good

17. ¥ (KD - F1F] - Yousuke (first name)

18. BINS [HOhH - 1B] (ru-verb) - to separate; to break up
19. C & - event, matter

20. S [LW&F] - now

21. K [+ U] - boyfriend

22. L\S (ru-verb) - to exist (animate)

23. €D - (things are) that way

We can attach the question marker [/H'] to [&UVS] in order to add a questioning element. This
construction is used when you want to rephrase or redefine something such as the following dialogue.

Example Dialogue

A HEEPAIF BATZORZTLLD?
A: Miki-chan is your girlfriend, right?

B:S~A. X . RIE AV
B:Um, you might say girlfriend, or friend, or something---

This construction is used all the time, particularly in casual conversations. It can be used to correct
something, come to a different conclusion, or even as an interjection.

Examples
1. HBEESFE IRWNWEEEZTOTIRUY,
| like alcohol or rather, can't live on without it.

2. ZRITHIRVERD,  BEHNRODNS, 1TIFIRL,
Don't think I'll go. Or rather, can't because there's no money.

3. . BORSIRNERSHTIITE,
Rather than that, | have to go home already.

Rather than using [/'] to rephrase a conclusion, we can also simply use [ Z & | to sum up something
without rephrasing anything.
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Example Dialogue

A HEELANFENTEINTZATZD T,
A: | heard that Miki-chan broke up with Yousuke.

B : (F. HEEr AR SEEDVRN ?
B: Does that mean Miki-chan doesn't have a boyfriend now?

A . %50 o
A: That's right. That's what it means.

4125 Using [Tl or [TTJ] for &S]

Vocabulary

BN

. REFE [50) - A - next year

. B% [hw> - <] - study abroad

. 93 (exception) - to do

. &5 [Ly- 3] (u-verb) - to say

- Z] - Tomoko (first name)
. Z & - event, matter

. BB (/28] - no good
. B[O - A] -time

© o N o U A~ w N
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. 33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

—
e

Hi3k3 [T - & - 3] (ru-verb) - to be able to do

BN
—_—

. 47< [Ly - <] (u-verb) - to go

N
N

. U (i-adj) - good

-
w

. B [#HA7R] - everybody
. [(1O72U] - me; myself; |
.S [LWE] - now

. K [ - U] - boyfriend

A A A A
N o o b

. LD (ru-verb) - to exist (animate)

-
(0]

. &> - already

-
©

)83 [ - B] (u-verb) - to go home
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As mentioned in the previous lesson, [DTJ is very often used in causal slang in place of [& ]
because it allows us to leave out the rest of the sentence and assume context (or just plain assumption)
will take care of the rest. We already saw that we can use [DT] toreplace [&ULVS] as well.
However, since we just learned how to use [&ULV5 1 to do much more than just simply say something,
there is a limit to just how much you can leave out. In any case, [>T/ will allow us to leave out not
only TLYD] but also any accompanying particles as you can see in the following example.

Examples
1. REFBFID  BFDOZE?
The studying abroad next year thing, is that Tomoko?

2. REEFID O (BFDIL?
The studying abroad next year thing, is that Tomoko?

[/ZD 7] is also another phrase that leaves out just about everything. By convention, it is used to
express disagreement or dissatisfaction usually to whine, complain, or to make an excuse but you can't
tell what it means just from looking at it. It is an abbreviation of something along the lines of [ &(dL\D
CH] meaning, "even if that was the case".

Example 1

A LRRWETESHTIEK.
A: Have to do it, you know.

B : BRSNS TERNL.
B: But (even so0), can't do it because there is no time.

Example 2

A TR TELLEK,
A: Don't have to go, you know.

B : . BFAIRITS D TCo IABITHVRLE,
B: But (even so), everybody said they're going. | have to go too.

In some cases, the small [D] isleftoutandjust [TJ isusedinstead of [>TJ . Thisis done (asis
usually the case for slang) in order to make things easier to say. In general, this is when there is nothing

before the [TJ] or when the sound that comes before it doesn't require the explicit separation the [>]
gives us in order to be understood.

Examples
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1. T2 &G H#EBpARG. SEERAVNVRWTCZE?
Does that mean Miki-chan doesn't have a boyfriend now?

2. TL\DH, BIORFESRVNERZHTIITE,
Rather than that, | have to go home already.

Since slang tends to be used in whichever way the person feels like, there are no definite rules defining
whether you should use [>Tl or [TJ . However, [TJ is generally not used to express what
people have actually said or heard, which is why it wasn't covered in the last lesson.

s HEESP AN, BBEHIRNC,
(Can'tuse [TJ for something actually said)

« HFEE AN BBEIRN o
Miki-chan says she isn't coming tomorrow.

4.12.6 Saying [®3] instead of [L\D]

Vocabulary

1. D - already

2. 1§83 [MX - B] (u-verb) - to go home
3. €D - (things are) that way
4

. Z & - event, matter

Because the [&U\VYD ] construction is used so often, there are a lot of different variations and slang
based on it. While | do not plan on covering all of them here, you can check out casual patterns and
slang in the miscellaneous section for yet even more slang derived from [&ULVS ] .

The last thing I'm am going to briefly mention here is the use of [W>S] instead of [LV3] . In
conversations, it is quite normalto say W3] instead of [L\DS] . [WS] is easier to say because
it is simply one letter with a long vowel sound instead of the two different vowel sounds of [L\S] .

Examples

1. C N BORBIBNWETZHTI T E,
Rather than that, | have to go home already.

2. €5 ZEURRLDT!
| said it's not like that (lit: it's not that type of thing)!
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4.13 Trying something out or attempting to do something
(~T#D. volitional+ &9 3B)

4.13.1 Let's try some stuff

In English, we use the word, "try" to mean both "to try something out" and "to make an effort to do
something". In Japanese, these are separate grammatical expressions. For instance, "l tried the cherry
flavor" and "l tried to do homework" mean quite different things and though English does not make a
distinction, Japanese does.

4.13.2 To try something out

Vocabulary

—

. B3 [+ B] -tosee; towatch

th3d [& - B3] (u-verb) - to cut

PUFHEEE [H - 2D - #H - 2 - =] - okonomiyaki (Japanese-style pancake)
#HT [[FL - 8T] -for the first time

BARD [z - R3] (ru-verb) - to eat

&ETE - very

HLIYULL) (i-ad)) - tasty

HiF [ - =(F] - alcohol

B (D - B] (u-verb) - to drink

© ©®© N o g &~ w0 D

—
e

I L) (i-adj) - to a great extent

BN
—

. BRLY [T - L] (i-adj) - sleepy

—_
N

. 723 (u-verb) - to become

CFUWL (3725 - LU (i-ad)) - new

-
A W

. 7){— b - department store

-
a

. 47< [Ly - <] (u-verb) - to go
. KB [03 - U] - Hiroshima

-
(o]

To try something out, you simply need to change the verb to the te-form and add [#3] . Ifit helps you
to remember, you can think of it as a sequence of an action and then seeing the result. In fact [#3]
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conjugates just like R3] . However, just like the [~TI(ZULL\] grammar we learned, this is a set
phrase and [#3 ] is usually written in hiragana.

To try something out

Conjugate the verb to the te-form and add [#3] .
Example: 1% — 1] —t)>7T

You can treat the whole result as a regular verb just as you would with R3] .

Example: t1oT o T o T o
Examples
1. BEHRERSZHHT ITE, ETEBLLMDE!
| tried eating okonomiyaki for the first time and it was very tasty!
2. Hiliz M KR RDEL,
| tried drinking alcohol and | became extremely sleepy.
3. FLWLWTIN—=KI(C o

I'm going to check out the new department store.

4. [REDHEFHREEZ !

| want to try eating Hiroshima okonomiyaki!

4.13.3 To attempt to do something

Vocabulary

1. 95 (exception) - to do

2. 5 [LY- D] (u-verb) - to say
3. BS [HE - 3] (u-verb) - to think
4. Z23 (DA - ZB] (ru-verb) - to think
5. 8% [#H - B] (ru-verb) - to see
6. 77< [LY - <] (u-verb)-to go
7. 88 [FEUL) - (5] - everyday
8. fsg [NA - &S] - study

9. BiFD [ (FB] (ru-verb) - to avoid
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10. #EIEKIE [ - D - {2 - D] -forcibly
1. 8E [/\ - t°] -room

12. AD [(FLY - B] (u-verb) - to enter
13. BuLY [(FA2 - L] (i-adj) - fast; early
14. B2 (3 - B3] (ru-verb) - to sleep
15. #&5B8 (T2 &£ <] -eventually

16. & [TD - 1] - staying up all night
17. HBE [ - =1F] - alcohol

18. BREO [D - L] (u-verb) - to drink

19. BZA [B< - TA] - wife (polite)
20. 1EHD [& - D] (ru-verb) - to stop
21. 18K - as much as possible

22. Z/x-gym

23. RHD [E - HB] (ru-verb) - to decide

We already learned that the volitional form was used to indicate a will to set out to do something. If you
guessed that this next grammar for attempting to do something would involve the volitional form, you
were right. To say that you tried (as in attempted) to do something, you need to conjugate the verb into
the volitional, enclose it in a quotation (so that we can perform an action on the clause) and finally add
the verb [933] . Or put more simply, you justadd [&9 3] to the volitional form of the verb. This is
simply an extension of the quoted relative clause from the last section. Instead of saying the quote (&
D) or treating it as a thought (5. &X ), we are simply doing it with [F3] .

Attempting a certain action

Change the verb to the volitional formand add &9 3] .

Examples
1. B35 -R - R&ELS
2. 17< 517 )
Examples
1. BH. 587z 0

Everyday, she attempts to avoid study.
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2. IR (TEPE(C o

He is attempting to force his way into the room.

3. B< (F&, ERIEFREUE.
| attempted to sleep early but ended up staying up all night.

4. Hifiz M BEAREDT.
He tried to drink alcohol but his wife stopped him.

Though we use the verb [3 3] to say, "to do attempt", we can use different verbs to do other things
with the attempt. For instance, we can use the verb [}R& 3] to say, "decide to attempt to do [X]". Here
are some examples of other actions carried out on the attempt.

1. B ZIRDINSEITRD & o
| thought | would attempt to avoid studying as much as possible.

2. BEAZAIITCO E 0
Decided to attempt to go to gym everyday.

414 Giving and Receiving (dlF3d. 3. <Nd. £5
3)

4141 Japanese people like gifts

Vocabulary

1. Bea [H - EL) - (F)] - year-end presents

2. &% (B 5w > - IFA] - Bon festival gifts
3. &lF3 (ru-verb) - to give; to raise

4. <N (ru-verb) - to give
5

. B (u-verb) - to receive

One thing about Japanese culture is that they're big on giving gifts. There are many different customs
involving giving and receiving gifts (B@&. S7t. etc.) and when Japanese people go traveling, you
can be sure that they're going to be picking up souvenirs to take back as gifts. Even when attending
marriages or funerals, people are expected to give a certain amount of money as a gift to help fund the
ceremony. You can see why properly learning how to express the giving and receiving of favors and items
is a very important and useful skill. For some reason, the proper use of [&(F%] . [<N3] . and
[£55] has always haunted people studying Japanese as being horribly complex and intractable. |
hope to prove in this section that it is conceptually quite straightforward and simple.
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414.2 Whentouse [HIF3B]

Vocabulary

—

- A A A A -
a A WO N -~ O

(B3]

© ©®© N o g »~ w D

. &IF B (ru-verb) - to give; to raise

# [1D7zU] - me; myself; |
RiE [&E - 125] - friend
JLE> b - present

1 - this

& [BA - BU] -teacher
B [<BF] -car

B3 [H - 3] (u-verb) - to buy
KOO [H - 1DD] - substitute

. 47< [Ly - <] (u-verb) - to go
CFE (< - B0 - student
. R [B55] - father

. LW (i-adj) - good

. Z & - event, matter

. BZD [BL - ZB] (ru-verb) - to teach; to inform

verb when you are giving something or doing something for someone else.

Examples

1.

2.

INWRECTLE> bz 0
| gave present to friend.

ZNUFSTRE(C 0
I'll give this to teacher.

is the Japanese word for "to give" seen from the speaker's point of view. You must use this

In order to express the giving of a favor (verb) you must use the ever useful te-form and then attach [
73] . This applies to all the other sections in this lesson as well.

1.

Bx Ko

I'll give you the favor of buying a car.
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2. AOOIC o

I'll give you the favor of going in your place.

For third-person, this verb is used when the speaker is looking at it from the giver's point of view. We'll
see the significance of this when we examine the verb [<113] next.

1. ZENCTNZFREIC 0
The student give this to teacher. (looking at it from the student's point of view)

2. REMNRICLWS &% 0
Friend gave the favor of teaching something good to my dad. (looking at it from the friend's point
of view)

Using [{°3%] tomean (3|73

Vocabulary

1. R [L\6B] - dog
2. 8§ [X&] - food for animals

3. 3 (u-verb) - to do

Usually used for pets, animals, and such, you can substitute [¥22% ] , which normally means "to do", for
[&1F3] . You would normally never use this type of 1231 for people. | only included this so that
you won't be confused by sentences like the following.

« RICEH= ?
Did you give the dog food?

Here, [t°%] does not mean "to do" but "to give". You can tell because "doing food to dog" doesn't
make any sense.

414.3 Whentouse [<N3]

Vocabulary

1. <NB (ru-verb) - to give
2. RE [&6 - 125] -friend
3. i\ [O7zU] - me; myself; |
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1

1.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

© © ©®© N o o &

TJLE> b - present

C 1 -this
5E [BA - EUY] -teacher
B [<BF] -car

85 [H - D] (u-verb) - to buy
KOO [H - 1DD] - substitute

7< (LY - <] (u-verb) -to go

F4& [(H< - BU] - student

R [55] - father

L)Y (i-adj) - good

C & - event, matter

HZD [BL - B3] (ru-verb) - to teach; to inform
&\ F3 (ru-verb) - to give; to raise
288 [FA - R] - everything
BNRD [z - RXB] (ru-verb) - to eat

[<MNB] isalso averb meaning "to give" but unlike [3&1F3] , itis from the receiver's point of view.
You must use this verb when someone else is giving something or doing something for you (effectively
the opposite of [ F3] ).

Examples

1.

RENLCTLE> bz 0

Friend gave present to me.

NniE. EEN o
Teacher gave this to me.

. BZ @D ?
You'll give me the favor of buying a car for me?
v elolte ?

Will you give me the favor of going in my place?

Similarly, when used in the third-person, the speaker is speaking from the receiver's point of view and
not the giver.

1.

TENTNZFEIC 0

The teacher give this to student. (looking at it from the student's point of view)
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2. REMNRICWLWWCEZ o
Friend gave favor of teaching something good to my dad. (looking at it from the dad's point of view)

The following diagram illustrates the direction of giving from the point of view of the speaker.

The Rest of
the World

HiFs <h3

From the speaker's point of view, all the giving done to others "go up" to everybody else while the giving
done by everybody else "goes down" to the speaker. This is probably related to the fact that there is an
identical verb [_E(F%] meaning "to raise" that contains the character for "above" (_t) and that the
honorific version of <3| is [F&3] with the character for down (F). This restriction allows us
to make certain deductions from vague sentences like the following:

« FTEMEAT ATIN,

Teacher, will you be the one to give favor of teaching to... [anybody other than the speaker]?

Because all giving done to the speaker must always use [ <#1%] , we know that the teacher must be
doing it for someone else and not the speaker. The speaker is also looking at it from the teacher's point
of view as doing a favor for someone else.

. FTENBRT ATI N,
Teacher, will you be the one to give favor of teaching to... [anybody including the speaker]?

Because the giver is not the speaker, the teacher is either giving to the speaker or anyone else. The
speaker is viewing it from the receiver's point of view as receiving a favor done by the teacher.

Let's see some mistakes to watch out for.
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s TWNEEPRANT o
[<1NB] is being used as giving done by the speaker. (Wrong)
s EEPRAT o

| gave favor of eating it all. (Correct)
s RENTLE> hZEFLC o
[&1FD ] is being used as giving to the speaker. (Wrong)
s RENTLE> hEFLC - - Friend gave present to me. (Correct)

414.4 Whentouse [E55]

Vocabulary

—

. (D720 - me; myself; |

RE [&F - 125] - friend
TJLE> b - present

E5S (u-verb) - to receive

11 - this

85 [H - 3] (u-verb) - to buy
B [Lw < - 7Z0\] - homework
F 1w - check

© © N o g & w0 D

9 D (exception) - to do
B (O - A - time

_ =
= O

. 33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)
. #\I [§ - D] - impossible
. €D - that (abbr. of T11MD)

O
AwWwDN

. B55t [& - (FU)] - watch; clock

[555] meaning, "to receive" has only one version unlike &3,/ <131 so there's very little
to explain. One thing to point out is that since you receive from someone, [H'5] is also appropriate
in addition to the [(C] target particle.

174



CHAPTER 4. ESSENTIAL GRAMMAR 4.14. GIVING AND RECEIVING

Examples

1. WV RECTLE> bz s
| received present from friend.

2. RENSTLE> b2 o

| received present from friend.

3. TNIFRE(C o
About this, received the favor of buying it from friend.

4. BEZF TV FE, BN 2 TEBT o1,
| wanted to receive the favor of checking homework but there was no time and it was impossible.

[£55] isseen from the perspective of the receiver, so in the case of first-person, others usually don't
receive things from you. However, you might want to use #0555 when you want to emphasive
that fact that the other person received it from you. For instance, if you wanted to say, "Hey, | you
that!" you would use [351F3] . However, you would use [E55] if you wanted to say, "Hey, you

that from me!"

s TORETHEIMSES DD K,
(He) received that watch from me.

4.14.5 Asking favors with [<113] or [E5X3]

Vocabulary

—

. B [BA - ZA] -1,000 yen
89 [h - 9] (u-verb)-lend
9 D (exception) - to do

<MNB (ru-verb) - to give

E5D (u-verb) - to receive
dIRIZ - you

Fh [1D7=U]) - me; myself; |
54D & -alittle

g (LI - M) (na-adj) - quiet
ZF (A - U] - Kanji

. &< [H - <] (u-verb) - to write

© © ® N o g k~ 0D
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RN

You can make requests by using [ <113 ] and the potential form of [£53] (can | receive the favor
of...). We've already seen an example of this in example 4 of the [<11%] section. Because requests
are favors done for the speaker, you cannot use [35(F3] in this situation.
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Examples

1. FHRZELTIND?
Will you give me the favor of lending 1000 yen?

2. THZBULTESRD?
Can | receive the favor of you lending 1000 yen?

Notice that the two sentences essentially mean the same thing. This is because the giver and receiver
has been omitted because it is obvious from the context. If we were to write out the full sentence, it would
look like this:

1. . FHZELTIND?
Will you give me the favor of lending 1000 yen?
2 . FHZELTESRD?

Can | receive the favor of you lending 1000 yen?

It is not normal to explicitly include the subject and target like this when directly addressing someone but
is provided here to illustrate the change of subject and target depending on the verb [<1&] and [H
5X31 .

You can use the negative to make the request a little softer. You'll see that this is true in many other types
of grammar.

1. B5&D EFRMNCLT ?
Won't you be a little quieter?

2. BFTENT AN
Can you write this in kanji for me?

Asking someone to not do something

Vocabulary

1. 280 [EA - R] - everything
. BRD [z - RB] (ru-verb) - to eat
. <13 (ru-verb) - to give

2
3
4. W\ [z - W] (i-ad)) - high; tall; expensive
5 % [ED] - object

6

. BS [H - 3] (u-verb) - to buy
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4.15. MAKING REQUESTS

In order to request that someone not do something, you simply attach [TJ to the negative form of the
verb and proceed as before.

4.15 Making requests

4151

. EEEARWTCINEIN.

Can you not eat it all?

. BLWIZEDRRWTIND?

Can you not buy expensive thing(s)?

L\. command form)

(~<L 2L\ ~B LDV, ~RRE

Politely (and not so politely) making requests

Similar to asking for favors, which we learned in the last lesson, there are also various ways to make
requests in Japanese. This is effectively the Japanese way of saying, "please do X". Wel'll first learn
the most common way to make requests using a special conjugation of the verb [</Z2&23] and the
firmer [72=3] . Finally, we'll learn the rarely used excessively strong command form for the sake of
completeness. You can safely skip the last part unless you're an avid reader of manga.

4.15.2

Vocabulary
1. €11 - that
2. <13 (ru-verb) - to give
3. EF A - U] -Kanji
4. E< [H - <] (u-verb) - to write
5. ZZ - here
6. kD [< - B] (exception) - to come
7. BXEE [IC - (FA - ] - Japanese (language)
8. &9 [(F7x - 9] (u-verb) - to speak
9. HUOA [1F - U - Z©] - eraser
10. 89 [H - 9] (u-verb) - lend

—_—
—

CBW [EB - W] (i-ad)) - far
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12. Fif [&ZBA] - place

13. 7< [LY - <] (u-verb) - to go

14, BREA [ - &S - SA] - father (polite)
15. B3t [& - (FUV] - watch; clock

16. NS [Z1O - D] (ru-verb) - to break

17. 5 [L) - D] (u-verb) - to say

[<7Z&L\] is a special conjugation of [<7Z2&3 ] , which is the honorific form of <131 . We will
learn more about honorific and humble forms in the beginning of the next major section. We are going
over [<JZ&U\] here because it has a slight difference in meaning from the normal <1131 and
the honorific [</Z2&3] . [<IEEL\] isdifferentfrom [<#13] in the following fashion:

1. TNz o
Please give me that.
2. TNZ=Z ?

Can you give me that?

As you cansee [</Z&\\] is a direct request for something while [ <113 is used as a question
asking for someone to give something. However, it is similarto [ <413 in that you can make a request
for an action by simply attaching it to the te-form of the verb.

1. BFT <FEELy,
Please write it in kaniji.

2. ®><H <TEE0N,

Please speak slowly.

The rules for negative requests are same as the rules for [<113] as well.

1. BESZ <IZEWN,
Please don't write graffiti.
2. CZIc <TZE0N,

Please don't come here.

In casual speech, it is often common to simply drop the [</Z2&0\] part.

1. BRET o
Please speak in Japanese.
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2. HUO L% 0
Please lend me the eraser.

3. EULFRIC 0
Please don't go to a far place.

For those who want to sound particularly commanding and manly, it is also possible to use <N 3]
with the [2] removed.

1. BRET o
Speak in Japanese.

2. U L% 0
Lend me the eraser.

3. wEULFRIC o
Don't go to a far place.

Because [<7Z2&0L)] like the masu-form must always come at the end sentence or a relative clause,
you cannot use it to directly modify a noun. For example, the following is not possible with [<7Z&(V] .

s BR=AN ResthMEN T,
The clock that father gave broke.

Of course, since direct quotes is merely repeating something someone said in verbatim, you can put
practically anything in a direct quote.

o [ZNZLLIZEV] EBRESANMNEDT
Father said, "Please give me that."

4.15.3 Using [~5&S57ZL\] as acasual request

Vocabulary

1. JB&, [B5& S720)] - receiving (humble)
. B9 [LV2d] (u-verb) - to do (humble)

. A —> - spoon

2
3
4. CZC -here
5. &a1 (78 - ¥X] -name
6

. &< [H - <] (u-verb) - to write
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A casual alternative of [<7Z&0V] is [B5&S7ZL\] . While it can be used by anyone, it has a slightly
feminine and childish nuance and is always written in Hiragana. Written in Kaniji, it is usually used in a
very formal expression such as [TEEEXUFE I | . Grammatically, it's used exactly the same way as
[<7Z&u] .

Examples
1. Xj’_\/% o
Please give me the spoon.
2. CCIC&EZE o

Please write your name here.

4.15.4 Using [~72&0\] to make firm but polite requests

Vocabulary

—

. BRD [feX - B3] (ru-verb) - to eat
BRE (D - ] (u-verb) - to drink

9 B (exception) - to do

L0 (i-adj) - good

B< [&E - <] (u-verb) - to ask; to listen
< -here

D (91« D] (ru-verb) - to sit

EJ/Z - yet

WD (ELY - full

© © ® N o o k~ w0 D

N

33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

BN
BN

. 1z< & A - alot (amount)
. T1 - that
. BS [BE - 5] (u-verb) - to think

A A A
A OW0N

. €D - (things are) that way

[72=0\] is a special honorific conjugation of [93] . Itis a soft yet firm way of issuing a command. It
is used, for example, when a mother is scolding her child or when a teacher wants a delinquent student
to pay attention. Unlike [<7Z2&LV] , [72&0U\] only applies to positive verbs and uses the stem of
the verb instead of the te-form. It also cannot be used by itself but must be attached to another verb.
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Using [72&0V] to make firm but polite requests

Conjugate the verb to its stem and attach /X0 ]
Examples

1. BRD - BARRREN
2. R - B - BRAIRS0N
3. 935 > L - Lasu

Examples

1. KLEERREL!

Listen well!

2. CCITEEDIRE0N,
Sit here.

You can also drop [&U\] portion of the [7&ELV] to make a casual version of this grammar.

1. FRWLWDIEVHBINS, TE<TAENL,
There's still a lot, so eat a lot.

2. ZINTLIVWERBDIRS, 2D UK,
If you think that's fine, then go ahead and do it.

4.15.5 The Command Form

Vocabulary

1. <13 (ru-verb) - to give

FEsh [U - 68] (u-verb) - to die

F D (exception) - to do

X3 [ - B] (exception) - to come
BARD [/z - R3] (ru-verb) - to eat

52D [& - B3] (ru-verb) - to wear

EUB [UA - UB] (ru-verb) - to believe
B3 [1a- 3] (ru-verb) - to sleep

© N o 0o ~ w0 N
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9.
10.
1.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

fe=xd [H - =B (ru-verb) - to wake; to occur
42 [T+ B] (ru-verb) - to come out

#MFD [H - 1FB] (ru-verb) - to hang
1&TS [T - TB] (ru-verb) - to throw away
a9 [(d7R - 9] (u-verb) - to speak

< [&E - <] (u-verb) - to ask; to listen
5N (€ - 3] (u-verb) - to play

#FD [&F - D] (u-verb) - to wait

B8RO (D - T] (u-verb) - to drink

B3 (13 - B] (u-verb) - to be fixed

B85 [h - 3] (u-verb) - to buy

t¥= [9 - =] (na-adj) - likable

D5 - that way (over there) (abbr of &5 5)
17< (LY <] (u-verb) - to go

By [(FX2 - U] (i-ad)) - fast; early

B [=1F] - alcohol

#D [H - D] (u-verb) - to hold

We will go over the command form in the interest of covering all the possible verb conjugations. In reality,
the command form is rarely used as Japanese people tend to be too polite to use imperatives. Also,
this coarse type of speech is rarely, if indeed at all, used by females who tend to use [/X&U\] oran
exasperated [<113] when angry or irritated. This form is only really useful for reading or watching
fictional works. You may often see or hear [%E1d !] ("Die!") in fiction which, of course, you'll never hear
in real life. (I hope!)

Be sure to note that, in addition to the familiar 93] ,

an exception for the command form.

Rules for creating command form

[< 3] exceptionverbs, [<1B] isalso

* For ru-verbs: Replace the 3] with [3]

* For u-verbs: Change the last character from an / u / vowel to an / e / vowel

* Exceptions:

1. 985 - LA
2. KB - L
3. <Nd-<n
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Sample ru-verbs Sample u-verbs Exception Verbs
Plain | Command Plain | Command Plain | Command
BN BAX B B EES 2s)
= = i fH <3 A
g0 E0 it it <Nns <n
e e 5 5
ke ik X X
H H B B
HHT BT 7 1
&BT BT = B
Examples
1. IFEI(C o
Do as you please.
2. o5 !
Go away!

3. BXEZFOTET o
Hurry up and bring me some alcohol.

4.15.6 Negative Command

Vocabulary

1. 17< [Ly - <] (u-verb) - to go

9 D (exception) - to do

€M - that

BRD [Jz - RB] (ru-verb) - to eat
Z [~NA) (na-adj) - strange

C & - event, matter

N o o ~ w D

I

S [LY - D] (u-verb) - to say

The negative command form is very simple: simply attach [72] to either ru-verbs or u-verbs. Don't
confuse this with the [73] sentence-ending particle we will be learning at the end of this section. The
intonation is totally different.
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Using the negative command form

Attach [72] to the verb
Examples

1. 17< - 17<
2. 935593

Examples

1. TNZEBRB/ |
Don't eat that!

2. BIRCEZEDID
Don't say such weird things!

This is not to be confused with the shortened version of [~73X&(\] we just learned in the last section.
The most obvious difference (besides the clear difference in tone) is thatin [~72&L\] | the verb is first
converted to the stem while the negative command has no conjugation. For example, for (31, U
721 would be the short version of [ L7&&LV] while 93721 would be a negative command.

4.16 Numbers and Counting

Numbers and counting in Japanese are difficult enough to require its own section. First of all, the number
system is in units of four instead of three, which can make converting into English quite difficult. Also,
there are things called counters, which are required to count different types of objects, animals, or people.
We will learn the most generic and widely used counters to get you started so that you can learn more on
your own. To be honest, counters might be the only thing that'll make you want to quit learning Japanese,
it's that bad. | recommend you digest only a little bit of this section at a time because it's an awful lot of
things to memorize.

4.16.1 The Number System

The Japanese number system is spread into units of four. So a number such as 10,000,000 is actually split
up as 1000,0000. However, thanks to the strong influence of the Western world and the standardization
of numbers, when numbers are actually written, the split-off is three digits. Here are the first ten numbers.
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Kaniji and readings for numbers 1 to 10

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
— | Z] = | | N + J\ u +
WS | C|SA| UL/ KA || B | UB/RRR|EFE | ZFwD | UnD

As the chart indicates, 4 can eitherbe U] or [XAJ and 7 caneitherbe [UB] or [7Q73] .
Basically, both are acceptable up to 10. However, past ten, the reading is almost always [K&A/l and
[1272] . Ingeneral, [&KA/] and [7272] are preferredover [L] and [ L% in most circumstances.

You can simply count from 1 to 99 with just these ten numbers. Japanese is easier than English in this
respect because you do not have to memorize separate words such as "twenty" or "fifty". In Japanese,
it's simply just "two ten" and "five ten".

1. =+— (AL SL\5) =31
A+ (CUw D KA)= 54
T+T (R0 S131R)=77
—_t+(CCw>S)=20

> w0 DN

Notice that numbers are either always written in kanji or numerals because hiragana can get rather long
and hard to decipher.

Numbers past 99

Here are the higher numbers:

Numerals | 100 | 1,000 | 10,000 | 108 | 1012
Ea =] + 7] = JE
OBV | v < | BA Fh | B | BELD

Notice how the numbers jumped four digits from 104 to 108 between /3 and {&? That's because Japanese
is divided into units of four. Once you get past 1 /3 (10,000), you start all over until you reach 9,999 /3,
then it rotates to 1 4& (100,000,000). By the way, B is 100 and F is 1,000, but anything past that, and
you need to attach a 1 so the rest of the units become —J3 (104). —f{& (108). —Jk (1012).

Now you can count up to 9,999,999,999,999,999 just by chaining the numbers same as before. This is
where the problems start, however. Try saying [WWE5&S] . [BA<O» <] . or [SATA]
really quickly, you'll notice it's difficult because of the repetition of similar consonant sounds. Therefore,
Japanese people have decided to make it easier on themselves by pronouncing themas [L\D>5 & D
. [B2U% <] . and TEAT AL . Unfortunately, it makes it all the harder for you to remember how
to pronounce everything. Here are all the slight sound changes.
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Numerals | JZF | O'5HR
300 =8 | SAUPL
600 NE | 35U <
800 AB | Fo>U»<

3000 =F | sAFA
8000 NF | (Eo>BA
1012 —IK | LW\>ELD

1. ME=FE TR (KAFASTATARRU® 535)
43,076

2. CEANEBZTNANT B+ (RBBLB3 22U LKICUDIKAFAZTO SEBAICOPIC
UwSI()
706,249,222

3. ABEIZA— (CUO»LKBE&LDICEALSE)
500,000,000,020,001

Notice that it is customary to write large numbers only in numerals as even kanji can become difficult to
decipher.

Numbers smaller or less than 1

Vocabulary

1. & [NuL)] -zero

2. €0 - zero

3. YJL -circle; zero

4. X [TTA] - period; point
5. ¥ X - minus

Zeroin Japaneseis %] but [0O] or [XJL] is more common in modern Japanese. There is no
special method for reading decimals, you simply say [s] for the dot and read each individual number
after the decimal point. Here's an example:

« 0.0021 =€0O. = O, €O, =. —

For negative numbers, everything is the same as positive numbers except that you say [~ 72X first.

- IAFRZHH =29
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4.16.2 Counting and Counters

Ah, and now we come to the fun part. In Japanese, when you are simply counting numbers, everything
is just as you would expect, —. —. =. and so on. However, if you want to count any type of object,
you have to use something called a counter which depends on what type of object you are counting and
on top of this, there are various sound changes similar to the ones we saw with 7XH, etc.. The counter
themselves are usually single kanji characters that often have a special reading just for the counter. First,
let's learn the counters for dates

Dates

Vocabulary

1. R (ALY - BUY] - Heisei era

2. B0 (L&D - 1] - Showa era

3. fig [ - =] - Japanese calendar
4. —H [L\5 - (C5B] - one day

The year is very easy. All you have to do is say the number and add [£F] which is pronounced here
as [RA] . For example, Year 2003 becomes 2003 £ ([CH A &A1 A). The catch is that there is
another calendar which starts over every time a new emperor ascends the throne. The year is preceded
by the era, for example the year 2000 is: 5% 12 £. My birthday, 1981 is B3#[] 56 £F (The Showa era
lasted from 1926 to 1989). You may think that you don't need to know this but if you're going to be filling
out forms in Japan, they often ask you for your birthday or the current date in the Japanese calendar (71
f&). So here's a neat converter you can use to convert to the Japanese calendar.

Saying the months is actually easier than English because all you have to do is write the number (either
in numerals or kanji) of the month and add A whichisread as [/H'D] . However, you need to pay
attention to April (4 B), July (7 B), and September (9 A) which are pronounced [UHA'D] . LB
A2l . and T<MD] respectively.

Finally, we get to the days of the month, which is where the headache starts. The first day of the month is
[DULz5]1 (—B); different from [L\5(C5]  (—H), which means "one day". Besides this and some
other exceptions we'll soon cover, you can simply say the number and add [H] which is pronounced
here as [(C%5] . For example, the 26th becomes 26 B ([CUw 53 < [C5). Pretty simple, however,
the first 10 days, the 14th, 19th, 20th, 29th have special readings that you must separately memorize. If
you like memorizing things, you'll have a ball here. Notice that the kanji doesn't change but the reading
does.
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Days of the month

Day Kanji Reading

What day EI=! Rh - ICB
1st —H
2nd —_H
3rd =H
4th U=
5th =
6th A=/
7th tH
8th J\H
9th NLH
10th +H
11th +—H UwD-WLW5-I(CHE
12th +—H CwD-[C-CH5
13th +=H UwD: A (CB
14th T+
15th +HaH Uw>- -2 -5
16th +7<H Cw>--35< -(C5
17th +tH
18th +/\H UwD - F5-(CB
19th +1H
20th —_+H
21st “_+—H| [€-UwS-L5-[C5
22nd —_+—H (C-UwD-(C- (B
23rd —_+=H | (C-Uw>S-SA-(IC5
24th —_+mg
25th —_+HH C-Cw>S-2-(CB5
26th "B | (C-0Cw>S - -5<-(C5
27th —_+tH
28th —_t\H| [C-CwS-EF5-(1C5
29th —_t+hH
30th =+H chA-UwD-(CB
31st =t—H | A -UD-LW5:-(CHE

In Japan, the full format for dates follows the international date format and looks like: XXXX € YY B ZZ
H. For example, today's date would be: 2003 &£ 12 B 2 H

Time

Now, we'll learn how to tell time. The hour is given by saying the number and adding [Bf] which is
pronounced here as [ ] . Here is a chart of exceptions to look out for.

REE 4 o'clock | 7 o'clock | 9 o'clock
EF Ue[iE3 T U
[OXEYAVA KU LBEU <U
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Notice how the numbers 4, 7, and 9 keep coming up to be a pain in the butt? Well, those and sometimes
1, 6 and 8 are the numbers to watch out for.

The minutes are given by adding [43] which usually read as [/5\A,] with the following exceptions:
REE 1 min 3 min 4 min 6 min 8 min 10 min

BT — =7 g5} N I\ +7
OSHR | L\o S A | SASN | FASA | B23A | ITo253A | UndSA

For higher number, you use the normal pronunciation for the higher digits and rotate around the same
readings for 1 to 10. For instance, 24 minutesis [(CUw S KASAL (Z1IU5)) while 30 minutes is
[EAUwDSNA] (=1793). There are also other less common but still correct pronunciations such as
[(EBESADL for [/\5] and [UD/AJ for [+53] (this one is almost never used).

All readings for seconds consists of the number plus [#] , whichisreadas [TU*& 51 . There are no
exceptions for seconds and all the readings are the same.

Some examples of time.

1. 18245 (W5L - ([CUw DKARA)
1:24

2. TR 4109 (2T - LU - UwDRA)
4:10 PM

3. FaI9KF 16 73 (CHA - KU - UwDS3D23A)
9:16 AM

4. 13116 3 (Lw DAL - Uw D325 A)
13:16

5 218313 (ICU - UwSEo23A - UwDSETAUL D)
2:18:13

A Span of Time

Ha! | bet you thought you were done with dates and time, well guess again. This time we will learn
counters for counting spans of time, days, months, and years. The basic counter for a span of time is
[f&] , whichis read as [/MA/] . You can attach it to the end of hours, days, weeks, and years. Minutes
(in general) and seconds do not need this counter and months have a separate counter, which we will
cover next.

1. ZERIU+9 (CUHA - FAU®DRA)
2 hours and 40 minutes
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2. Z+HME (F2DhhA)
20 days

3. THHEM[ (ULw DI(CENA)
15 days

4. ZHFME (ICRADA)
two years

5. =R (SA UL DHA)
three weeks

6. —H (LWBIZH)
1 day

As mentioned before, a period of one day is [—H/ (L\5(CZ%5) which is different from the 1st of the
month: [DUL\z5] .

Pronunciations to watch out for when counting weeks is one week: [—iEfE] (L\> Lw SHA)and 8
weeks: [JUGER] (2 ULw SHA).

To count the number of months, you simple take a regular number and add [/H*] and [HJ] whichis
pronounced here as ¥ D] and not M D] . The /7] used in this counter is usually written as a
small katakana [#] which is confusing because it's still pronounced as [/H'] and not [(F] . The
small [#4] is actually totally different from the katakana [47] and is really an abbreviation for the kanji
[f# ] , the original kaniji for the counter. This small [4] is also used in some place names such as [+
BX~ &1 and other counters, such as the counter for location described in the "Other Counters" section
below.

In counting months, you should watch out for the following sound changes:
REE 1 month 6 months 10 months

EF —4 A N B +4H
OSHR | LVoNNTD | 3oNTD | UwohFD

Just like minutes, the high numbers rotate back using the same sounds for 1 to 10.

1. +—5 B (U DL\ NFD)
Eleven months

2. Zt+5RB (ICUwohFD)
Twenty months

3. =+=sH (AU DIETAMNTD)
Thirty three months
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Other Counters

We'll cover some of the most common counters so that you'll be familiar with how counters work. This
will hopefully allow you to learn other counters on your own because there are too many to even consider
covering them all. The important thing to remember is that using the wrong counter is grammatically
incorrect. If you are counting people, you must use the people counter, etc. Sometimes, it is acceptable
to use a more generic counter when a less commonly used counter applies. Here are some counters.

HAE When to Use
A To count the number of people
VN To count long, cylindrical objects such as bottles or chopsticks
® To count thin objects such as paper or shirts
fi To count bound objects usually books
L To count small animals like cats or dogs
% To count the age of a living creatures such as people
& To count small (often round) objects
(=] To count number of times
4 A (& Fh) To count number of locations
) To count any generic object that has a rare or no counter

Counting 1 to 10 (some variations might exist)

A i ¢ Liii} T % 1& @ 4P (EF) )
1 AESEIA
2 [CIFA [CEWL [CED [COZE (&0 [faiad [ZH0N [ChU&
3 STAICA TAFEN TASETD TAEW A A TANLL
4 KICA KAFA KAFEWN KAED KADE KAETW KA KAHU FANMU &
5 CICA ZFA ZFEL Z&D =3 2= fadbad Zhn ZhU&
6 2<ICA B<FEWN 3<{&D A< &0
7 TRIRFA TRIRELN RIXED RIROE TRIRELN TRIRZ TRIZAN JAVAVNUNS RIXD
8 [FBICA F5EEA [F5FEN FBEH
9 | EDICA | EWDEFA | ZTODFEV | ZFDSED | EwDVE [ EwDEV | EFwDZ | EwDIHL | EwDIHUL
10| UwSICA U SFEL)

The changed sounds have been highlighted.

You don't count 0 because there is nothing to count. You can simply use [7RU\] or [ULVRULY] . The
chart has hiragana for pronunciation but, as before, it is usually written with either numbers or kaniji plus
the counter with the single exception of [ &3 which is simply written as [+ .

For higher numbers, it's the same as before, you use the normal pronunciation for the higher digits and
rotate around the same readings for 1 to 10 except for [—AJ and [ZAl which transforms to the
normal [L\5] and [(C] once you get past the first two. So [— A is TO&ED ] while T11 Al is
[Uw SUVEICA] . Also, the generic counter [~ only applies up to exactly ten items. Past that,
you can just use regular plain numbers.

Note: The counter for age is often sometimes written as [Z¥ | for those who don't have the time to write
out the more complex kanji. Plus, age 20 is usually read as [(&/z%] andnot [(CUwDELN] .
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4.16.3 Using [H| to show order

You can attach [E| (read as [&] ) to various counters to indicate the order. The most common
example is the [&] counter. For example, [—&1  which means "number one" becomes "the first"
whenyouadd [B] (—&HB). Similarly, [—[EIB] is the firsttime, [ Z_[EIH] is the second time, [
AB] is the fourth person, and so on.

4.17 Casual Patterns and Slang

So far, for every grammar we have covered, we also went over all the casual variations as well. However,
even though we have already covered all the casual forms, truly mastering casual speech in Japanese
requires far more than just learning the various casual forms. There are countless numbers of ways in
which wordings and pronunciations change as well as differences between male and female speech.
Understanding slang also requires knowing various vocabulary that is also growing with every new gen-
eration. Many adults would be hard-pressed to understand the kind of slang being used by kids today.

While comprehensively covering slang and relevant vocabulary would require a book in and of itself
(a book that would soon become out of date), I'll instead cover some broad patterns and common phe-
nomenon which will at least help you get started in understanding the most common aspects of Japanese
slang. There is no particular order in the material presented here and | expect this page to grow contin-
uously as | find different things to cover.

Please note that slang is also heavily influenced by local dialects. Although all the material presented
here is valid for the greater Tokyo area, your mileage may vary depending on where you are located.

4171 Basic Principles of Slang

In the world of slang, anything goes and rules that apply to written Japanese are often broken. The
most difficult part is that, of course, you can't just say whatever you want. When you break the rules,
you have to break it the correct way. Taking what you learned from textbooks or Japanese classes
and applying it to the real world is not so easy because it is impossible to teach all the possible ways
things can get jumbled up in the spoken language. Learning how to speak naturally with all the correct
idiosyncrasies and inconsistencies in a language is something that requires practice with real people in
real-world situations. In this section, we'll look at some common patterns and themes that will at least
help you get an idea of where the maijority of slang originates from.

One thing you'll soon realize when you first start talking to Japanese people in real life is that many sounds
are slurred together. This is especially true for males. The fact is voices in instructional material such as
language tapes often exaggerate the pronunciation of each letter in order to make aural comprehension
easier. In reality, not all the sounds are pronounced as clearly as it should be and things end up sounding
different from how it's written on paper.

There is one major driving factor behind the majority of slang in Japanese. The primary goal of most
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slang is to make things easier to say. In other words, the goal is to reduce or simplify the movement of
your mouth. There are two primary ways in which this is accomplished, 1) By making things shorter or,
2) By slurring the sounds together. We have already seen many examples of the first method such as
shortening D6 UIURLY] to [HE] orpreferring [ & ] to the longer conditional forms. The second
method makes things easier to say usually by substituting parts of words with sounds that fit better with
the sounds surrounding it or by merging two or more sounds together. For example, the same [HDEUL
/&0 might be pronounced [ UAIRLY] since [UA] requires less movementthan [ L] .

The fundamental goal of slang is to reduce mouth movement

Let's see some more examples of words that get shortened or slurred. Try saying both versions to get a
feel for how the slang saves space and some calories for your mouth.

Examples
Vocabulary
1. ZC -here
2. DFESR) (i-adj) - boring
3. i\ [O7zU] - me; myself; |
4. Zx [1) ©%5;2) L)\Z] - 1) one's own home; 2) house
5. 17< [LY - <] (u-verb)-to go
6. &> 7=< - entirely; indeed; good grief (expression of exasperation)
7. LYD -when
8. CAJIZ - this sort of
9. Ff [&CZBA] - place
10. <9°<9 - tardily; hesitatingly

BN
—

. 93 (exception) - to do

1. SZIEDFERSBRVNSIADRICITS S,

2. ZC AN TCS.

1. Fo7z<. WDETCAREZART, <ICITITIRARLK.
2. . WDETCAR T, <97 Ko
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You'll see that a great deal of slang in Japanese stems from this single principle of making things easier
to say. It's very natural because it's guided by how your mouth moves. With a fair amount of practice,
you should be able to naturally pick up shorter, alternative pronunciations and incorporate them into your
own speech.

4.17.2 Sentence ordering and particles (or the lack thereof)

Vocabulary
1. TN - that
2. 47 [IR(C/72A) - what
3. B3 [ - B] (ru-verb) - to see
4. & - that (over there) (abbr. of &11MD)
5. N [O&] -person
6. ©D - already
7. BRD [J=X - B] (ru-verb) - to eat
8. ¥EH [E D3] - yesterday
9. ED [H - D] (u-verb) - to buy
10. J7-1 X - ice (short for ice cream)

While written Japanese already has fairly loose rules regarding sentence order, casual spoken Japanese
takes it one step further. A complete sentence requires a verb at the end of the sentence to complete the
thought. However, we'll see how this rule is bent in casual conversations.

Conversations are sporadic and chaotic in any language and it's common for people to say the first thing
that pops into their head without thinking out the whole proper sentence.

For example, if you wanted to ask what something was, the normal, proper way would be to ask, [Z#11
(348] ?] However, if the first thing that popped into your head, "What the?" then it would be more natural
to say [4a]] first. However, since [{a](&Z41?] doesn't make any sense (Is what that?), Japanese
people simply break it up into what are essentially two sentence fragments asking "what" first ({2] ? ), and
then following it up with the explanation of what you were talking about ( [&41] in this case). For the
sake of convenience, this is lumped into what looks like one sentence.

Examples

1. N3] ?
What is that?
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2. AN ?

What? That. (Two sentences lumped into one)

Sometimes, the first thing that pops into your head might be main verb. But if the main verb has already
slipped out of your mouth, you're now left with the rest of the sentence without a verb to complete the
thought. In conversational Japanese, it's perfectly acceptable to have the verb come first using the same
technique we just saw by breaking them into two sentences. The second sentence is incomplete of
course, but that kind of thing is common in the speech of any language.

1. RIZE?HDAN?
Did you see? That guy?

2. EOBEN?HEHE S 271 A,
You ate it already? The ice cream | bought yesterday.

4.17.3 Using Ut Al instead of [ Ut 720\] to confirm

Vocabulary

—

. S U -2 - office worker (salary man)
%E (A - &£ D] -overtime
T2<EA - alot (amount)

9D (exception) - to do

FH - well

L0 (i-adj) - good

(F5 - look

ED /2 (ED - as | thought
L7R— b - report

£Z< [H - <] (u-verb) - to write
. BXB [7Z&] - no good

. &t [1ZN] - who

© © ©® N o o k w0 D

= A A =
w N =

. LD (ru-verb) - to exist (animate)

RN
N

. & C -here

-
a

. BBX3 [EH - XB] (ru-verb) - to change clothes
. ~B [~<A] - name suffix
. ®3 [L - B] (u-verb) - to know

-
N O
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18. WAED 22 (ED /> (£ - as | thought
19. BR [RZE] - station

20. 1LY [BhH - L] (i-adj) - close, near
21. AS AL - karaoke

22. 83 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

23. DA - yes (casual)

24. ZC - over there

25. 9< - soon; nearby

26. B [&72D] -nextto

Ut Al is an abbreviation of [U % 7&U\] , the negative conjugation for nouns and na-adjectives.
However, this only appliesto [ U 7R&0L\] used in the following fashion.

s HSU-IENS, BELTEKSATDIA ?
Because he's a salaryman, doesn’t he do a lot of overtime?

The important thing to note about the example above is that [ U 72L\] here is actually confirming the
positive. In fact, a closer translation is, “Because he’s a salaryman, he probably does a lot of overtime.”
But it’s still a question so there’s a slight nuance that you are seeking confirmation even though you are
relatively sure.

[ U Al is a shorter slang for expressing the same type of thing except it doesn’t even bother to ask
a question to confirm. It's completely affirmative in tone.

In fact, the closest equivalentto Ut Al is [TU7/RU\] used in the following fashion.

o Fdo. LU IRLY,
Well, it's probably fine (don’t you think?).

This type of expression is the only case where you can attach [ Ut 73&0\] directly to i-adjectives and
verbs. Once you actually hear this expression in real life, you'll see that it has a distinct pronunciation
that is different from simply using the negative. Plus, you have to realize that this type of U720V ]
sounds rather mature and feminine, unlike [t A/l , which is gender-neutral.

Like the above, specialized use of [ 7/RXL\] | you can also attach [ U A/l directly to verbs and

i-adjectives as well as the usual nouns and na-adjectives. Because slang is usually created to make
things easier, it’s not surprising that the rules for using Ut A/l are so lax and easy.
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/_m )

* Though derived from U730V , TU Al is always used to confirm the positive.

* |t can be attached to the end of any sentence regardless of whether it ends in a noun, adjective,
verb, or adverb.

(.

Finally, let’s get to the examples. Hopefully, you can see that [ Ut A/l is basically saying something
along the lines of, “See, I'm right, aren't 1?”

Examples

1. F5, Po(EDLR— hZEENRNETZD o
See, as | thought, you have to write the report.

2. HEBVVRWNISCZTEBXTHELW) 0
Since there's nobody, it's probably fine to change here.

A TERUEIE. CZICWLWB?
A: Is Takashi here?

B : 57320\,
B: Dunno.

A:Ho!IPoFE WD !
A: Ah! See, he is here!

There’s also another variation, which attaches the question marker as well. The meaning is mostly the
same but it adds more to the questioning, confirming tone.

A BROEL ([CHSAT NG D o

A: There's a karaoke place near the station, right?
B: DA

B: Yeah.

A HTEZDIE,
A: It's right next to there.

417.4 Using [D] for [&WLVD]

Vocabulary

1. 5 [L)+ 3] (u-verb) - to say

I
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a] ¢ [72A + T] - why; how

Ha1 [H - £X] - you (casual)
ZZ - here

L\ (ru-verb) - to exist (animate)
B [Lw < - 7Z0)] - homework
B (U - DA -time

33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

F— b - date

© © ® N o 0o k~ w0 DN

—

9D (exception) - to do

—_—
—

. 47< [Ly - <] (u-verb) - to go
. BAR [ U7Z] - tomorrow

. iBR (U - 1FA] -exam

. 8 [(RA - E& D] - study

15. > [5BH' - 3] (u-verb) - to be different

O O
AW

As we learned in the defining and describing section, [ULY3] serves many more functions than the
equivalent English verb, "to say". It is used all the time and therefore, it's not too surprising that a number
of variations and slang have developed. Here's one more that | felt was too "slangy" to cover so early at
that point of the guide.

This may sound hard to believe but if you really slur [ &U\5 | together, it becomes something resembling
[D] . Or least, that's what somebody thought when he or she began replacing [&ULVD ] with D]
orinsome case D3] .

Now, in my opinion, D] is alot harder to say than [&UVD5 ] so using it like a native might take a
bit of practice. Rather than making things easier to say, as is usually the case, the real purpose of this
substitution is to sound rougher because [D] has a harder, hissing sound. This is ideal for when
you're pissed or for that young and rough image you've always wanted. As you might expect, this type
of speech is usually used by males or very tough females.

Examples
1.  IRATHHEINC ZICOADK !
Or rather, why are you here?!

2. TERE CHFRENRL ADIC, HEEPAET—HRUICVDTZS UL,
Although he's saying he doesn't have time due to homework, | hear he went on a date with Miki-
chan.
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3. BAE(FEHERIZE, . BRI L TIRWES DTk,
Yo, tomorrow's the test. Even if | say that, you probably didn't study anyway, huh?

4. ZH5. BDOAIZDOOD !
Like | said, you're wrong!

If you want even more emphasis, you can even add a small [ D] . This usually means you are really at
the brink of your patience.

« 5. EDAL D!
Like | said, you're wrong!

4.17.5 Using [DTIE] and [D7/=5] to show exasperation

Vocabulary

1. D - already

2. 77< [Ly - <] (u-verb) - to go

3. dIRJZ -you

4. L\DE - always

5 &N3d (D7 - NB] (ru-verb) - to forget

[>TId] and [D7z51] is yet another type of abbreviation for [ &ULV3 | similarto [>T as discussed
in the defining and describing section. In this case, it's an abbreviation of the conditional form of [ &0\
3] ,whichis [&WXI(E] and [&ULV\D7=5] . By using this abbreviation, you are essentially saying
something along the lines of, "If | told you once, | told you a million times!" You can use this expression
when you tired of repeating yourself or when you are exasperated with somebody for not listening to you.

Examples

1. BI17<D !
| told you I'm going already!

2. BRI  WDEBRNBALNS,
You're always forgetting.

4.17.6 Using [/R2A D] just about everywhere

Vocabulary
1. [IR(IC/TRA] - what
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BARD [leX - B] (ru-verb) - to eat

SH [E &3] -today

LWL [LWED - LU (i-adj) - busy
Bz [ - B3] -bath

B [5& D) -super

SHF5 (&6 - 5] -feeling

L0 (i-adj) - good

HBEEA [H - Hdd - TA] - mother (polite)
BAE [ UZ] - tomorrow

. RD [BE - B] (u-verb) - to return

. F [O7ZU]) - me; myself; |

. C & - event, matter

. AE [(FA - &3] -real

15. 1¥& [9 - &] (na-adj) - likable; desirable

© © ©® N o g k~ 0 N

- A a4 -
A WO N =

By now, you're probably aware that [{8]] can be eitherread as [7/2(C] or [/RA/] depending on
what comes after it such as [{a]f] (TR (CL\B) versus [fAIA] (JRAICA). Inthe case of [{AJHY] ,
while [7&(CH\] is the correct reading, it is often contracted to just [7RAD] in casual speech.

. B3 ?
Eat something?
. B3 ?

Eat something?

However, [7RAD'] also has a function similar to the word "like" in English. By "like", I'm not talking
about the actual word but the kind that has no meaning and some people use just about anywhere in the
sentence. Similarly, [7RAH'] can also be used as a filler without any actual meaning. For instance,
take a look at the example below.

« SHIE. TELWLWHTZWK,
| guess he's like busy today.

While [72AhM] is a shorter version of [7R(CHM] , only [7RXAHM] can be used in this way as a filler.

- SHIZ. TCULULAHTZWK,
( [7R(CH] cannot be used as a filler word.)

Let's take a look at a few more examples.
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Examples

1. R. BAE> TBSFSLIWEA !
Like, baths feel really good, huh?

2. BEB=AN BAHE TRES/RWVWAIL D T,
Mom said she's not coming back until like tomorrow.

3. &, M FadZ & AH(CHEHIR?
-Hey like, do you really think that Bob likes somebody like me?

4.17.7 Showing contempt for an action with [~12/'3 |

Vocabulary

—

& ATZ - that sort of

I [Y°D] - guy (derogatory)

&lF3 [F - (73] (ru-verb) - to lose
&ED - how

9 D (exception) - to do

>3 (u-verb) - to do

= [ZF] - mood; intent

=D& - quickly

X3 [< - 3] (exception) - to come

© ©®© N o a0 ~ w0 D

[¥27¥3 ] is a verb suffix used to indicate hatred or contempt for the person doing the action. Unlike the
rest of the slang covered here, this extremely strong language is not used in normal, everyday conver-
sations. You will probably never hear this expression outside of movies, comic books, games, and the
like. However, it is covered here so that you can understand when it is used in those mediums.

In orderto use Y231, you simply attach it to the stem of the verb. After that, [t2/'% ] is conjugated
just like a regular u-verb.

Examples

1. HAIRPDIC o Uty ESTATEK?
Losing to a guy like that. Well, what are you going to do?

2. PRI EofebEE s !
You want to fight? If so, then hurry up and come on!
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4.18 More sentence-ending particles

We are coming to the end of the fourth major section of the guide. Do you feel like your Japanese has
improved? We've come to the point where we've learned enough conjugations to be able to start mixing
them together in various useful combinations. Of course this can be a little difficult to do without some
practice, which is the reason for this lesson. But first, since we've come to the end of yet another section,

let's learn some more sentence-endings particles.

4.18.1

Vocabulary

—

N N =2 4a a a a  a A A e
- O W 00 N o o » W N -

S © ® N O O & O N

. DD/ HD - say; well; errr

DA - yes (casual)

Z D - this (abbr. of ZMD)

fl [HUVZ] - space (between); time (between); period
F+4 XZ—5> R - Disney Land

7< (LY <] (u-verb) -to go

I L) (i-adj) - to a great extent

AL [Z - B] (u-verb) - to become crowded

i [7R(C/TRA) - what

Hi3k3 [T - & - 3] (ru-verb) - to be able to do

.5 [W&E] -now

. XEEE (& - Uk DA] -library

. MAAT [1&A - T] - why; how

. BAREE [(C - (FA - Z) - Japanese (language)
. 1z< & A - alot (amount)

a8 [NA - E& D] - study

. 93 (exception) - to do

. FEJZ -yet

.28 [FA - FA] -not atall (when used with negative)
. D (1D - 1B] (u-verb) - to understand
CREX [V - Uk D - &) (na-adj) - ok
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22. 7133 (u-verb) - to become

23. L) (i-adj) - good

24. SH [E& D] -today

25. M (8] -rain

26. [ [ - B] (u-verb) - to precipitate
27. R%¥ [JZL) - H'<] -college

Afterthe K] and ] , =] and [72] are the next most commonly used sentence-ending
particles.

[ &1 , which is basically a very casual form of [ , is similar to the English "like" in that some people
throw it in at the end of almost every single phrase. Of course, that doesn't mean it's necessarily a very
sophisticated manner of speech but just like using "like" all the time, | cannot deny that it is an easy habit
to fall into. In that sense, due to its over-use, it has almost lost any specific meaning. You may overhear
a conversation like the following:

A D
A: Hey...

B:3A.
B: Yeah.

A COOM
A: This one time...

B:3A.
B: Yeah.

AT XS RIATORARITES, RAMNE., ITLVVAATT -+ -
A: 1 went to Disney Land and it was really crowded...

B:2A
B: Uh huh.

A fAIETERLKT
A: Couldn't do anything, you know...

And it goes on like this, sometimes the other person might break in to say something related to the topic.
You canuse [7&] inplace of 1] when it sounds too soft and reserved for what you want to say

or for the audience you are speaking to. Its rough sound generally applies to the male gender but is not
necessarily restricted to only males.
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Example 1

TS REECITAL L2,
Yousuke: You are going to the library now huh? (seeking explanation)

BF : DA IRAT?
Tomoko: Yeah, why?

Example 2

RT  HARZERG, e<TAMRBULZITE D, FREERDMSIAN,
Bob: | studied Japanese a lot, right? But, | still don't get it at all.

IR KKK SOEOMNDLD RIS =,
Alice: No problem. You'll become able to understand for sure, you know?

RT T IRBLWWTF ETR,
Bob: If so, it would be good.

The [7&] sentence-ending particle is often used with the question marker [/h'] to indicate that the
speaker is considering something.

. SHIEMNESD ?
| wonder if it'll rain today.

2. LVWKZ(TITITS ?
| wonder if | can go to a good college.

418.2 [HML\] and [7/ZL\] sentence-ending particles

Vocabulary
1. L) - hey
2. £Z -where
3. 7< [LY - <] (u-verb)-to go
4, N [K - 3] (u-verb) - to call
5. L) (i-adj) - good
6. —&k [L\D7zL)] -forms an emphatic question (e.g. "why on earth?")
7. falkF [/&A - U] - what time
8. 1§ [MZ - D] (u-verb) - to go home
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9.
10.
1.
12.
13.
14.

DED - intention, plan

& [BN] - me; myself; | (masculine)
TR (& - K5 - U] - Saturday
BRE [Z L) - A - movie

R3 [ - 3] (ru-verb) - to see
—#& [L\o - L&) -together

[HV] and [7/Z0V]  are strongly masculine sentence endings for asking questions. [7M\] is used
for yes/no questions while [7Z0\] is used for open-ended questions.

Examples

1.

2.

3.

4.

BL. ECTITKA ?
Hey, where are (you) going?

ETEEAD THATENW ?
Can (l) call you Saki-chan?

— K MABF(CIE> T B DENE> A ?

What time were (you) planning on coming home exactly?

EELER., REZR(CITIFE, —H#E(C1T<

I'm going to see a movie Saturday, go together?

?

4.18.3 Gender-specific sentence-ending particles

These sentence-ending particles are primarily used just to emphasize something and doesn't really have
a meaning per se. However, they can make your statements sound much stronger and/or very gender-
specific. Using 101 isjustlike [J] except it will make you sound very feminine (this is a different

sound from the [%1D] used in Kansai dialect).
, wWhich we just went over.

[MUS] is also a very feminine version of [/HV/&]
[Z] and [t areidenticalto [Jd] except that it makes you sound

"cool" and manly, or at least, that is the intent. These examples may not be very helpful without actually
hearing what they sound like.

Vocabulary
1. D - already
2. B@E (G - BhA] -time
3. &3 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)
4. L) - hey
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17< (LY <] (u-verb) - to go
1 - this

¥ [E-HDD] -end

L)Y (i-adj) - good

KZE [1Zuy - A< -college

AD [(FLy - B] (u-verb) - to enter

. BOEFRIARUD,

There is no more time.

HL\. 17<<T !
Hey, we're going!

. INT. B3ODIEE,

With this, it's over already.

. VWNWARZEICAND ?

| wonder if | can enter a good college.

4.18.4 That's a wrap!

Vocabulary

—

T T U

© ©®© N o g &~ w0 D

. hi& [H - A'] - Kaga (last name)

FeE [BA - BU)] -teacher

5 & & -alittle

B [ULD - BA] - question

B< [&E - <] (u-verb) - to ask; to listen

L0 (i-adj) - good

(0N - yes (polite)

BHAZE [(C - (FA - Z) - Japanese (language)
il [IRC/12A] - what

=5 [LY- 3] (u-verb) - to say

. €D - (things are) that way
. KK (720 - 72U0] - mostly
. ZAICBIF - good day
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14. BS [HE - D] (u-verb) - to think
15. 1212 U - however

16. < [H -
17. B [&F] -time

18. fib (3] - other

19. FRIR [V &S - IFA] - expression
20. &3 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)
21. CH1-this

<] (u-verb) - to write

22. 223 [BEF - ZB] (ru-verb) - to memorize
23. 8 [ ] - morning

24. S(F KD - good morning

25. TH - but

26. £ [5X] -above

27. AN [0&] - person

28. BIEKXDITEULVE T - good morning (polite)
29. D [ - D] (u-verb) - to understand
30. BERD [F-5H -
31. 58 [RA - E& D] -study

32. 783 (u-verb) - to become

33. JFIT [KD - F1F] - Yousuke (first name)
34. DD/ HD - say; well; errr

35. :R5E [X L)+ ] - English (language)

A B3] (ru-verb) - to make a mistake

36. HXD [BL - ZB] (ru-verb) - to teach; to inform

37. 5D (u-verb) - to receive
38. &L -if by any chance

39. KR (U - MA) -time
40. DA - yes (casual)

41. 77A U - America

42, B¥ [Dw>S - H<] - study abroad
43. 9B (exception) - to do

44. EF [E& - A] - last year
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45, 17< [Ly - <] (u-verb) - to go

46. H& [H - H'1] - money

47. 33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

48. LYD - when

49. aRLLY [(ZF - LUV (i-adj) - wanted; desirable
50. &8 [50)- Lw D] - next week

51. KigH [H< - £D - U] - Thursday

52. DMEDS - thank you

53. BlFD [I2ZF - (FB] (ru-verb) - to neglect, to be lazy about
54. k% [< - B] (exception) - to come

55. € A7& - that sort of

56. C & - event, matter

We learned quite a lot of things in this section. Let's try to put it all together by seeing how different kinds
of conjugations are used in different combinations. This is of course by no means an exhaustive list but
merely an illustration of how we can use what we learned in various combinations to create a lot of useful
expressions.

Example 1

FUR N&EEE. 540 EBMZEBVTEWLWNTI M ?
IO&ESAE @ (FL. LWWT T K,

77UX . [Hello] ZBAFET LTI hY,

o] & = X (X = quoted sub-clause + if conditional of 5

M&ELE : €50, XK. [ZAICHBIE] Ko 22U, E<L<HEE ITCAICED]
[CAICHEIF] EEMNMRSTE>EDEE A

[EES5ERUET ] = quoted sub-clause + quoted sub-clause

[Ux72<TJ] = negative sequence of states

FUXR : Z5TIH. MMITANVWRIR(ESDDEITH.

MmExXLE : INs Re BAlE. [BELD] EESD. TE. LOAILE [BEKDSITETVE
I EEDTLIESELY,

BXEWT] -BRXD+

abbreviated form of ~T& < + casual ~T</Z&0) with <2\ dropped.

TUX ([ FU DD FRLUE. BERIBVNELDICUERT . WWEE(CIRDE LT !
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Literal translation of Example 1

Alice: Kaga-sensei, is it ok to ask you a question?

Kaga-sensei: Yes, it's ok.

Alice: If you say what for "hello" in Japanese, is it ok?

Kaga-sensei: Well, mostly, | think people say "konnichiwa". Only, when you write it, you must write
"konnichiha" and not "konnichiwa".

Alice: Is that so? Are there any other good expressions?

Kaga-sensei: Please memorize this too (in preparation for the future). In the morning, everybody says,
"ohayou". But, please say, "ohayou-gozaimasu" to a higher person.

Alice: Yes, | understood. I'll do in the manner of not making mistake. It became good study!

Interpretative translation of Example 1

Alice: Kaga-sensei, is it ok to ask you a question?

Kaga-sensei: Sure.

Alice: How do you say "Hello" in Japanese?

Kaga-sensei: Well, most of the time, | think people say "konnichiwa". Only, when you write it, you must
write "konnichiha" and not "konnichiwa".

Alice: Is that so? Are there any other good expressions?

Kaga-sensei: You should know this too. In the morning, everybody says, "ohayou". But, please say,
"ohayou-gozaimasu" to a higher person.

Alice: Ok, | got it. I'll try not to make that mistake. That was very informative!

Example 2

N B TURE, O, BREZEBVNTELL?
7R a]?

FIT Bk &5NEE AT EE, EURBMBNE. BRTNRN?
X TESLZU] = receiving favor + to want (L))

PURX : Z?REBEEWETDD?

FIT DA PAURNTEZR R. EFH [FE BEMNRLST -
[UTHIEWIRER DT =totry something out (~T# D) + want to (J=L)) + 72 sentence-ending particle
+ quoted subquote + te-form of 25

[f7CS& U] = volitional of 17< + to attempt (&9 D)

FYUR : ZISRD? LWWK, WOERTELLD?
FEIT L VDTHLK,

FURX : U EOKEAENSEES?

FIT I DA LK BORED !

TURX : 8%z 1o
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[BUFTEDRIIMNDZD UIRWT] = List of actions (~7= D 9 B) + negative request of 97 3.

FIT L RARBRCELIRNK !

Literal translation of Example 2

Yousuke: Oh! It's Alice. Hey, is it ok to ask a question?

Alice: What?

Yousuke: | want to receive the favor of you teaching English and if, by any chance, you have time, will
you give the favor of teaching?

Alice: Huh? You are going to study English?

Yousuke: Yeah, | was thinking that | want to try studying abroad in America. | tried to make motion toward
going last year too but, without money...

Alice: Is that so? It's good. When do you want me to teach you?

Yousuke: Anytime is good.

Alice: Then what about from next week Thursday?

Yousuke: Yeah, ok. Thanks!

Alice: Don't do things like shirk on your studies or not come, ok?

Yousuke: | won't do anything like that!

Interpretative translation of Example 2

Yousuke: Oh! It's Alice. Hey, can | ask you a question?

Alice: What up?

Yousuke: | want to learn English so if you have time, can you teach me?
Alice: Huh? You're going to study English?

Yousuke: Yeah, | was thinking about studying abroad in America. | tried going last year too but | didn't
have the money.

Alice: Really? No problem. When do you want me to teach you?

Yousuke: Anytime is fine.

Alice: What about from next week Thursday then?

Yousuke: OK, thanks!

Alice: You're not going to shirk on your studies or not come or anything right?
Yousuke: | won't do anything like that!
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Chapter 5

Special Expressions

I have decided to call this next section "Special Expressions" only because with the exception of the
first few lessons, most of the grammar here applies to more specific areas than the grammar we have
covered so far. These special expressions, while individually not vital, are, as a collection, necessary for
regular everyday conversations. We are slowly entering the stage where we've built the toolbox and we
now need to acquire the little tools that will make the toolbox complete. Now that we covered most of the
base, it is time to look at all the little itty gritty bits. You are welcome to skip around the lessons, however;
the examples will assume that you have gone over all previous sections.

5.1 Causative and Passive Verbs

We will now learn the last two major types of verb conjugations: causative and passive forms. These two
verb conjugations are traditionally covered together because of the notorious causative-passive combi-
nation. We will now go over what all these things are and how they are used.

5.1.1 Causative Verbs

Vocabulary

1. 3T B (ru-verb) - to give; to raise

<NB (ru-verb) - to give

288 [HFA - R] - everything

BRD (I - RB] (ru-verb) - to eat

52D [& - 3] (ru-verb) - to wear

EUD [UA - UB] (ru-verb) - to believe

U T
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12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.

. B3 [+ B] (ru-verb) - to sleep

. BBED [ - =B] (ru-verb) - to wake; to occur
. 13 [T - B] (ru-verb) - to come out

10.
11.

#MFD [H - 1FB] (ru-verb) - to hang
1&TS [T - TB] (ru-verb) - to throw away
ANRD [UB - RB] (ru-verb) - to investigate
589 (37X - 9] (u-verb) - to speak

< [& - <] (u-verb) - to ask; to listen
k< [BK - <] (u-verb) - to swim

B3N [3F - 3] (u-verb) - to play

#FD [ZF - D] (u-verb) - to wait

BRE (D - ] (u-verb) - to drink

B3 (12 - 3] (u-verb) - to be fixed

Fesh (U - 6] (u-verb) - to die

85 [H - D] (u-verb) - to buy

9 D (exception) - to do

X3 [< - B] (exception) - to come

& [BA - 8] -teacher

F4& (K< - BU] - student

B [Lw < - 720\ - homework

T2<ZE A - alot (amount)

B [ULD - BA] - question

SH [E& 3] -today

tF [L-Z&] -job

AL (129 - ) (u-verb) - to rest

Z D - abbreviation of [ZN D]

BE [N - 54& D] - section manager

L0 (i-adj) - good

RifE [5&5 - U - BA] - long period of time
@< [(E7=5 - <] (u-verb) - to work

- L - bathroom; toilet
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38. 77< [L) - <] (u-verb)-to go

Verbs conjugated into the causative form are used to indicate an action that someone makes happen.
Like Captain Picard so succinctly puts it, the causative verb means to "make it so". This verb is usually
used in the context of making somebody do something. The really confusing thing about the causative
verb is that it can also mean to /et someone do something. Or maybe this is a different type of verb with
the exact same conjugation rules. Whichever the case may be, a verb in the causative form can mean
either making or letting someone do something. The only good news is that when the causative form is
used with [3F5] and [<MNB] , it almost always means to "let someone do". Once you get used
to it, surprisingly, it becomes quite clear which meaning is being used when.

1. EEfEA U,
Made/Let (someone) eat it all.

2. FEEAREE TN
Let (someone) eat it all.

Causative Conjugation Rules

Here are the conjugation rules for the causative form. All causative verbs become ru-verbs.
* For ru-verbs: Replace the last [ ] with &3] .

 For u-verbs: Change the last character as you would for negative verbs but attach [#3 ] instead
of [7R0LV] .

* Exception Verbs:

1. [93] becomes =3B
2. [<3] becomes [C=tE3] .

Sample ru-verbs Sample u-verbs Exception Verbs
Plain Causative Plain | Causative Positive | Causative
BRD | BREES hO | BECEo EXS =3
5o BoEo & < EHOED <D _ct¥d
BUs [ EUctES K| KDED
=5 BEots w5 | ELED
o= | BEcUED =FO | [FoES

Ho HetwEs RO | BREED
s | #lF=E5 B | BESED
TS | #EC=ESD Fesa | FEIE S
RS | ANEED =) BhtEs
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Examples

Here are some examples using the causative verb. Context will usually tell you which is being meant,
but for our purposes we will assume that when the verb is used with 81731 and <3| (KfZ&
L)) it means "to let someone do" while it means, "to make someone do" when used without it.

1. RENZECBEEIELSA o
Teacher made students do lots of homework.

2. ENEREESSA 0

Teacher let (someone) ask lots of questions.

3. SHIHMF%Z 0
Please let me rest from work today. (Please let me take the day off today.)

4. ZTOEEF. X< ERHE o
That manager often makes (people) work long hours.

When asking for permission to let someone do something, it is more common to use the [~THL W]
grammar.

1. bLIC AN
Can you let me go to the bathroom? (Sounds like a prisoner, even in English)
2. brLIC TIN,

Is it ok to go to the bathroom? (No problem here)

A Shorter Alternative

Vocabulary

—

. BR3 [z - RB] (ru-verb) - to eat

17< [Ly - <] (u-verb) - to go

9B (exception) - to do

%23 [< - 3] (exception) - to come

BAC [H72 - U] -same

Z & - event, matter

faE] [7RA, - DMN] - how many times
=5 (LY 3] (u-verb) - to say

HRE [P - 12H) - stomach

© ©®© N o g ~ w0 D
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10. 2E< [ - <] (u-verb) - to become empty
1. o] [7R(C/TRA] - what
12. <113 (ru-verb) - to give

There is a shorter version of the causative conjugation, which | will go over for completeness. However,
since this version is mostly used in very rough slang, you are free to skip this section until you've had time
to get used to the regular form. Also, textbooks usually don't cover this version of the causative verb.

The key difference in this version is that all verbs become an u-verbs with a [9 ] ending. Therefore,
the resulting verb would conjugate just like any other u-verb endingin [ ] suchas [5&9 ] or [18
9 ] . The first part of the conjugation is the same as the original causative form. However, for ru-verbs,
instead of attaching [&t&3] , you attach [&9 ] and for u-verbs, you attach [ 9| instead of [t&
31 . As a result, all the verbs become an u-verb endingin 9] .

Shortened Causative Form

» This form is rarely used so you may just want to stick with the more traditional version of the
causative form.

— For ru-verbs: Replace the last [&] with [&9] .
Example

— For u-verbs: Change the last character as you would for negative verbs but attach [ 9]
instead of 72U\ .
Example
T< 1T > 17N
— Exception Verbs:
1. [93] becomes &7
2. [<3] becomes [C&T |

Examples

1. BUC &z f[EE !

Don't make me say the same thing again and again!

2. BIEZEWTULDALNS., AN <Nk
I'm hungry so let me eat something.
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5.1.2 Passive Verbs

Vocabulary

—

© ® N o o ~ w0 D

N N DN DN D D DN D DN =2 a2 a a a a a A a2
0o N o 0 b~ W N =2 O © 00N O a b~ w N -~ O

. BRD [z - RB] (ru-verb) - to eat

&D [& - 3] (ru-verb) - to wear

EC3 [LA - UB] (ru-verb) - to believe
B3 (13- B] (ru-verb) - to sleep

feEd [H - =B (ru-verb) - to wake; to occur
43 [T+ 3] (ru-verb) - to come out

#HFD [H - 1FB] (ru-verb) - to hang

28T3 [9 - TB] (ru-verb) - to throw away
ARD (U5 - RB] (ru-verb) - to investigate

. w89 [(372 - 9] (u-verb) - to speak

. EI< [& - <] (u-verb) - to ask; to listen
. k< [B&K - <] (u-verb) - to swim

. 35\ [ - 3] (u-verb) - to play

. D [&F - D] (u-verb) - to wait

. RO [ - ©] (u-verb) - to drink

. B (12 - B] (u-verb) - to be fixed
. s [U - 88] (u-verb) - to die

. B2 [H - D] (u-verb) - to buy

. 9B (exception) - to do

. k3 [< - 3] (exception) - to come
. IRUwW = - porridge

. &t [7ZN] - who

. & [#HA7R] - everybody

. & [~NA] (na-adj) - strange

> [Ly - D] (u-verb) - to say

I

.3 [OMD] -light
IR [(EXD - 0Y] (i-ad)) - fast

. 82D [Z - ZB] (ru-verb) - to exceed
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29. AAJgE [5 - H - DS] -impossible
30. 85 [HE - 5] (u-verb) - to think

31. ZD - this (abbr. of ZND)

32. HRIE [E&D - N+ L&) -textbook
33. ZL\ [HS - L] (i-adj) - numerous
34. AN [O&] - person

35. 5 [K - ©] (u-verb) - to read

36. SAEAN (ALY - &< - UA] - foreigner
37. B [ULD - BA] -question

38. EXD [Zfz - ZB] (ru-verb) - to answer
39. /\w4&—= - package

40. H5DS -all

41. 28 [5< - ] (u-verb) - to include

Passive verbs are verbs that are done to the (passive) subject. Unlike English style of writing which
discourages the use of the passive form, passive verbs in Japanese are often used in essays and articles.

Passive Conjugation Rules

All passive verbs become ru-verbs.
 For ru-verbs: Replace the last [&] with [5N3]

 For u-verbs: Change the last character as you would for negative verbs but attach [113 ] instead
of [7R0V] .

* Exception Verbs:

1. [9] becomes N3]
2. [<3] becomes [CBENB]
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Sample ru-verbs Sample u-verbs Exception Verbs
Plain Passive Plain | Passive Positive | Passive
BN B B B EES) =N
= = fH i <D _b5nd
EC g0 kK K
= ke 75 5

tH H X B8R
T HHT B =]
BT BT 19 74
EEIAN EEIAN = =

Examples

1. IRUwW SHEHEMC !
The porridge was eaten by somebody!

2. HAIRCECE 0
| am told by everybody that (I'm) strange.
3. HDREZBR DD, Aoz & o
Exceeding the speed of light is thought to be impossible.
4. COERZBEFZ<DAIC 0
This textbook is being read by a large number of people.
5. SEACERIZ . BEXSnRhor.

| was asked a question by a foreigner but | couldn't answer.

6. CD)\WT—=(CE. 5D EDH
Everything is included in this package.

5.1.3 Using passive form to show politeness

Vocabulary

1. £5 - how

2. 93 (exception) - to do

3. BUNGE [D&D - ULwD - LkD] -receipt
4. BAR [ U/Z] - tomorrow

5. 2i& (ML)« F] - meeting

6

. 47< [Ly - <] (u-verb) - to go
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While we will go over various types of grammar that express a politeness level above the normal -masu/-
desu forms in the next lesson, it is useful to know that using passive form is another more polite way to
express an action. In Japanese, a sentence is usually more polite when it is less direct. For example, it
is more polite to refer to someone by his or her name and not by the direct pronoun "you". It is also more
polite to ask a negative question than a positive one. (For example, [UZEIMN?] vs. [ULEEBAN?]
) In a similar sense, using the passive form makes the sentence less direct because the subject does not
directly perform the action. This makes it sound more polite. Here is the same sentence in increasing
degrees of politeness.

1. £5 ? - What will you do? (lit: How do?)

2. £5 ? - Regular polite.

3. £5 ? - Passive polite.

4. £5 ? - Honorific (to be covered next lesson)

5 &5 ? - Honorific + a lesser degree of certainty.

Notice how the same sentence grows longer and longer as you get more and more indirect.

Examples
1. BEPGEEED yANS
What about your receipt? (lit: How will you do receipt?)
2. BBHDOSEC ATIM?

Are you going to tomorrow's meeting?

5.1.4 Causative-Passive Forms

Vocabulary

1. BRD [z - XB] (ru-verb) - to eat
17< (LY - <] (u-verb) - to go
BICER [ - - (FA] - breakfast
HA [(C - (FA] -Japan

BB (& - (7] - alcohol

ERO [D - ©] (u-verb) - to drink

C & - event, matter

© N o o ~ 0 N

%L\ (B8 - L] (i-adj) - numerous
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9. &L\ D - that guy (derogatory)
10. ~BFfE [~ 0 - A - counter for span of hour(s)
1. /52 [F - D] (u-verb) - to wait
12. $ [HY°) - parent
13. 1B [Lw < - IZL\] - homework
14. 93 (exception) - to do

The causative-passive form is simply the combination of causative and passive conjugations to mean that
the action of making someone do something was done to that person. This would effectively translate
into, "[someone] is made to do [something]". The important thing to remember is the order of conjugation.
The verb is first conjugated to the causative and then passive, never the other way around.

Causative-Passive Conjugation Form

The causative-passive verb is formed by first conjugating to the causative form and then by conjugating
the result to the passive form.
Examples

1. BRD - BXRTHEHS > BRETESNS
2. 17< > ITHh'EB - 1Th'EBnsd

Examples

1. FIZERIFBATZL M2 IZDIC, BEXNEE S,
Despite not wanting to eat breakfast, | was made to eat it.

2. HXTIZ. SBZOEETSND2TENEBL,
In Japan, the event of being made to drink is numerous.

3. HULWDICTHRRIBF - E 5,
I was made to wait 2 hours by that guy.

4. BCBHBEZ =515,
I am made to do homework everyday by my parent(s).

A Shorter Alternative

Vocabulary

1. 17< [Ly - <] (u-verb) - to go
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17D [7z - D] (u-verb) - to stand
BARD [fz - R3] (ru-verb) - to eat
59 [(F7R - 9] (u-verb) - to speak
FE [H< - 8] -student

BT [355 - H] - hall, corridor
BHAX [(C - ([FA] - Japan

&Sf (& - (7] - alcohol

BXE [ - T] (u-verb) - to drink

© © ® N O O & O N

—

C & - event, matter

—_—
—

. B [BB - L] (i-adj) - numerous

-
N

. U\ D - that guy (derogatory)

-
w

. ~BFf@E [~U - A - counter for span of hour(s)

—_
N

. D [ZF - D] (u-verb) - to wait

Going along with the shorter causative alternative, you can also use the same conjugation for the causative-
passive form. | won't cover it in too much detail because the usefulness of this form is rather limited just
like the shorter causative form itself. The idea is to simply used the shortened causative form instead of
using the regular causative conjugation. The rest is the same as before.

Shortened causative-passive form examples

First conjugate to the shortened causative form. Then conjugate to the passive form.
Examples

1. 17< > TN - 1THhV9 - fThand

2. Y055 T s ilceng

(.

This form cannot be used in cases where the shorter causative form ends in [ &9 ] , in other words,
you can'thave a [&&13] ending.

Verbs that cannot be used in this form

Examples of verbs you can't use in this form.
1. BRD - BRE T - BASINAS
2. 359 -9 >+
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Examples

1.

FAENET(C o
The student in the hall.

. BRTE HEz ZENBLN,

In Japan, the event of iS numerous.

. DLW DICZRRE® o

I 2 hours by that guy.

5.2 Honorific and Humble Forms

Japanese can be roughly separated into three levels of politeness: casual, polite, and honorific’/humble.
So far, we have already gone over the polite forms using [~T9] and [~ZE9 ] . We will now cover
the next level of politeness using honorific and humble forms. You will often hear this type of language
in any customer/consumer type situations such as fast food counters, restaurants, etc. For now, the first
thing to remember is that the speaker always considers himself/herself to be at the lowest level. So any
actions performed by oneself are in humble form while actions performed by anyone else seen from the
view of the speaker uses the honorific form.

5.2.1 Set Expressions

Vocabulary

—

= a4 =
N

© © ® N o 0o k~ w0 D

. 93 (exception) - to do

&= - to do (honorific)

B9 [LVz - T (u-verb) - to do (humble)

17< (LY <] (u-verb) - to go

L\5D L3 - to be; to go; to come (honorific)
HULTICIRD - to be; to go; to come (honorific)
&2 [FUL) - B] (u-verb) - to go; to come (humble)
UL\ (ru-verb) - to exist (animate)

$HB (ru-verb) - to exist (animate) (humble)

83 [# - B] (ru-verb) - to see

. CE[CIB [T BA - [T72B] - to see (honorific)

. ERIS [(EL - 1FA - T3] -to see (humble)
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13. @< [& - <] (u-verb) - to ask; to listen

14. @5 [S5HH - 3] (u-verb) - to ask; to listen (humble)

15. 5 [L) - 5] (u-verb) - to say

16. 5> LB - to say (honorific)

17. B89 [E5 - 9] (u-verb) - to say (humble)

18. HU LTS [BD - UL - & - (3] (u-verb) - to say (humble)
19. &F B (ru-verb) - to give; to raise

20. ZULIFD [&- U -3 - (FB] (ru-verb) - to give; to raise (humble)
21. <NB (ru-verb) - to give

22. T&3 [<JZ - &3] -togive (honorific)

23. 5D (u-verb) - to receive

24. \\1z7Z< (u-verb) - to receive; to eat; to drink (humble)

25. BRS [fz - RB] (ru-verb) - to eat

26. BUEND [ U - - D] (ru-verb) - to eat; to drink (honorific)
27. 8L (D - L] (u-verb) - to drink

28. 1 [U - B] (u-verb) - to know

29. 27U [Z - FA - U] - knowing (honorific)

30. #U3 [ZFA - UB] (ru-verb) - to know (humble)

31. Z&3 -to be (formal)

32. D - already

33. A= [L - Z&] -job

34. {8 [1R(C/72A] - what

35. #HBEIR [FL)- BA - Uk D] - letter of recommendation
36. &< [H - <] (u-verb) - to write

37. £55 - which way

38. SH [E& 3] -today

39. ¥ [MHOf=L] - me; myself; |

40. L7R— |~ - report

41, &1L [UD - L] - discourtesy
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The difficult part of learning honorific and humble language is that there are a number of words that have
separate verbs for honorific and humble forms. Anything that does not have its own special expression
fall under the general rules of humble and honorific conjugations that we will cover next.

Honorific and Humble Verbs

Plain Honorific Humble
EES) NGRS £
17< W52 LD/ BNTICIRD =23
k3 WD UL»D/ HBNTICIRD =3
AP WD UL»D/ BNWTICIRD Hd
"3 CEICIRB FRID
< - E)
i) Ho2L»D B9 /BBULEITSD
HIFd - =L LTS
<ns =) -
€55 - wzre<
BRD BLLEND wzre<
RO BLEND nwez<
H>TWLD CfFH (T9) AV

Honorific verbs with special conjugations

A number of these verbs do not follow the normal masu-conjugation rules and they include: [/R&3] .
[W5DUL»D] . [HBoU»B] . [F&B] . and [ZT&3] (which we will soon cover). For all
masu-form tenses of these verbs, instead of the [ ] becominga [0 ] as it does with normal u-verbs,

it instead becomes an [L\] . All other conjugations besides the masu-form do not change from regular
u-verbs.

&9 -conjugations

Plain F9 -form Past &9 -form Negative &9 -form | Past-negative &9 -form
RED REWET REVWELE REVFEBA REVLWFRBATUEZ
W52ULPD | V5D ULYPVET | LSO ULPVFRLUIZ | WD U WFEEA | WD UrWFEEATUR
HoLrD HoUrLFET BoLrLFEUEZ HoULrLFEEA BoLrLFEBATULUE
TED TELWET TEnERLE TELFEEA TELFBATUE
=) CE0NET ZeLFELE ZELFEEA ZeLFBATLURE

Examples of honorific form
We can now begin to see that [</Z&U\] is just a special conjugation of [T&2] which is the

honorific version of [<#13%] . Let's look at some actual examples. Since these examples are all
questions directed directly to someone (second person), they all use the honorific form.

1. VURXSA. BD JAAN
Alice-san, did (you) eat already?

224



CHAPTER 5. SPECIAL EXPRESSIONS
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Where are you going today?

Examples of humble form

. tETHAZE ATI N,
What are you doing at work?
. HEBRZEEWNT N
You're going to give me the favor of writing a recommendation letter?
EE5M5 AN
Where did you come from?
. SHE E56A AN

The following examples are all actions done by the speaker so they all use the humble form.

1.

2.

3.

EFLE o

As for me, (people) say Kim. (I am called Kim.)

INENZLR—FERT NN
Will | be able to receive the favor of getting my report looked at?

K4 o

Excuse me. (lit: | am doing a discourtesy.)

5.2.2 Other substitutions

Vocabulary

—

- ==
—_

© © ©® N o o k 0w b

. 55 - this way

i [(1HO7=U] - me, myself, |

EBE [\ - 2] -room

Z &3 - to be (formal)

HBFEW (BT -5 - L] -bathroom
Z D - this (abbr. of Z1ND)

EJL - building

~B& [~MHUY] - counter for story/floor
L0 (i-adj) - good

KB UL (i-adj) - good (formal)

. EW D3 - W] (i-adj) - bad
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12. FULVEEA - sorry (polite)

13. Z¥A - sorry (casual)

14. ZEATREL) - sorry (polite)

15. IHFEHA - sorry (polite)

16. BUERHDFEA [ES - U - DT - HODFEREA] - sorry (formal)
17. SR [LY - LY - DDIF] - excuse

18. BNADZET [BZE -1 - L)V DFET] -sorry (formal)
19. ZBiECTY [E&D - Lw< - TT] -sorry (formal)

20. ~#k [~&ZF] - honorific name suffix

21. ~& A - polite name suffix

22. BEEk [H - < - &F] - customer (formal)

23. itk [+ =F] - god (formal)

In addition to these set expressions, there are some words that also have more polite counterparts.
Probably the most important is the politer version of 423 ] , whichis [Z &3] . This verb can be
used for both inanimate and animate objects. It is neither honorific nor humble but it is a step above [
31 in politeness. However, unless you want to sound like a samurai, [Z 23] is always used in the
polite form: [ &U\ET ] .

By extension, the politer version of [T39 ] is [TZ&L\EJ | . This is essentially the masu-form
conjugation of [TTZ &3] , which comes from T3] literally meaning, "to exist as" (to be covered
much later).

Examples

1. T55(F HhOEECI,
Over here is my room.

2. 553 ThDOEIE o
This way is my room.

1. BFFENEZDOEILDOZFE(IC 0
The bathroom is on the second floor of this building.
2. BFEWNIZOEILDZFE(C o

The bathroom is on the second floor of this building.

Other examples include [UL\LY] | which is more formally expressed as [XKB UULY] . There are also
six different ways to say, "I'm sorry" (not counting [E&(\43] or slight inflection changes like [JUL\FHE
Al ).

Successively politer expressions for apologizing:
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1. Z&ho

ZHATREN,

IHFEE A

FRURBDFEB AL (FFUSR is the humble form of EL\:R)
BNADZFEY,

BT,

o o & w N

In addition, the politest suffix for namesis [#k] , one level above [&A,] . You won't be using this suffix
too often in actual speech even if you speak to that person in honorific’/humble speech. However, expect
to use it when writing letters even to people you are somewhat familiar with. Also, service people such
as cashiers or waitresses/waiters will normally refer to the customer as &% 4k . Of course, royalty
and deities are always accompanied by [#k] suchas [#4k] .

5.2.3 Honorific and Humble Conjugations

Vocabulary

. OB (B - =1F] - alcohol

—

2. BX [H - B] -tea

3. BE [H - ] - money

4. Fandr [BA - £ - #] - Chinese reading
5. BR [L)- IFA] - opinion

6. CBR [ - (FA] -rice; meal

7. IFEH (KA - K+ #] -Japanese reading
8. % [L-Z&] -job

9. HBIFHEE [ 2D - & -+ F)] - okonomiyaki (Japanese-style pancake)
10. HLE [EH - HPUF] - souvenir

1. IRE [NA - U] -reply

12. &% [BA - BUL)] -teacher

13. RX3 [# - ZB] (ru-verb) - to be visible
14. 743 (u-verb) - to become

15. &> - already

16. 1&3d [MX - D] (u-verb) - to go home
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17. JER [TTA - 71&0)] - store interior

18. BLULEND [ - U - & - H'B] (ru-verb) - to eat; to drink (honorific)
19. ZEHEE [IC- Cw S - (FL) - ] - redundant honorific
20. F&3 [<JZ - &3] -togive (honorific)

21. P2 [UL&kD - L& D] -justaminute; small quantity;
22. FD [ZFE - D] (u-verb) - to wait

23. 255 - this way

24, CETEW [T BA - <JZ - &) -please look (honorific)
25. BED [U - £B] (u-verb) - to close

26. B - door

27. = [Bw S - L] - caution

28. KA UL\ (i-adj) - good (formal)

29. FED [HAH' - D] (u-verb) - to wish; to request

30. 9B (exception) - to do

31. E< [& - <] (u-verb) - to ask; to listen

32. C & - event, matter

33. 83 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

34. IHFTEA - sorry (polite)

35. ¥ [FA - ZA] -1,000 yen

36. ¥EMB [T - D] - to look after; to hold on to;

37. B9 [L\jz - 9] (u-verb) - to do (humble)

For all other verbs without set expressions, there are conjugation rules to change them into honorific and
humble forms. They both involve a common practice of attaching a polite prefix [fEl] . In Japanese,
there is an practice of attaching an honorific prefix [fHl] to certain (not all) nouns to show politeness.
In fact, some words like &S] . [HBHR] . or [HE] come with this prefix so often that it's become
practically the word itself. In general, [1#l] is written in hiragana as either [ ] for words read as &
Fir (e.g. CERR. ZfR)or [$] for words read as ilFEd (e.g. HE. HEE). In fact, you may have
been using this prefix already without realizing it like [H1FHFEE] or [HLE] . There are some
exceptions to this rule such as [338Z] . Luckily since [1#l] is rarely written in kanji, identifying the
exceptions should not really be a problem.

Honorific Form

The honorific form of verbs that are not among the set honorific expressions given above can be formed
in two different ways.
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Honorific Conjugation 1: & + stem + (C + 735

This kind of makes sense if you think of it as a person becoming the honorific state of a verb. All subse-
quent conjugations follow the normal rules of conjugating the u-verb 723 ] . To be honest, this type of
sentence formulation is rarely used.

R ivic = =8 AN
Have you seen the teacher?

Honorific Conjugation 2: & + stem + C9

1. D AN
You're going home already?
2. [5EAT s

Will you be dining in?

Service people want to be extra polite so they will often use this type of "double honorific" conjugation or
—EBAYEE (in this case, the honorific [BUL_EAYS] combined with the honorific conjugation). Whether
it's necessary or grammatically proper is another story.

Using [ <7Z&0)] with honorifics

You can also use [TF&U\] with a honorific verb by replacing [(C7/2%] with [<7Z&LV] . Thisis
useful for when you want to ask somebody to do something but still use a honorific verb.

Yet another often-used expression.

o Mg » - Please wait a moment.

Similarly, with (/23] , you simply replace (/23] with [</Z&E0V] .

« IBEBI(C 0
Please look this way.

This works for other nouns as well. For example, riding the trains...

« FHFEDRI7IC 0
Please be careful of the closing doors.
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Humble Form

Humble verbs are formed in the following fashion.
Humble Conjugation: & + stem + 935

You've probably already heard the first example many times before but now you know exactly where it
comes from.

1. £BULL °
| properly make request.
2. 54 ZENBDFERIN,
Teacher, there's something | want to ask you.
3. IHFEA. o
Sorry, | made you wait (causative form).
4. FAMNS i

We'll be holding on [from?] your 1000 yen.

You'll hear something like example 4 when, for example, you need to get change after paying 1000 yen.
Again, the —Z%%58 where [ 93] has been converted to the humble [%{9 ] form when it's already
in the & +stem+ 93 humble form. Some Japanese people complain that this makes no sense and that
[M5] shouldreally be [7%Z] .

5.2.4 Making honorific requests

Vocabulary

BN

. F&3 [<Z - &3] -togive (honorific)
L5D L3 -to be; to go; to come (honorific)
&= 2D - to do (honorific)

&2 UL B - to say (honorific)

9 B (exception) - to do

W52 U L\EE - please come in (formal)
W52 UL L) - please come in
HOMNESTXUVEUTZ - thank you (polite)
FJZ - again

#9 [Z - 9] -togoover

©c © ® N o o bk~ w0 DN

—
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1. £EDF - please
12. B> <D - slowly

We learned how to make polite requests using [~ <7Z&0\] in a previous section and we just looked
at how to use honorific verbs with requests as well. However, there is yet another way to make requests
using honorific verbs. This grammar only applies to the honorific verbs with special [~Z 9| conjuga-
tions that we just covered. Thisincludes T3] . TWLWSDULYD] . [7RA=D] . and [H> UL
31 . I've never actually seen this used with [3D> U3 , but it is grammatically possible.

Making requests for honorific actions

 Conjugate the honorific verb to the special masu-conjugation and replace the last [ 9] with [t
Examples

1. F&5 > FcWEJ - FaWL\E
2. LWVE2LP S 5> LB ULPVET - LB DUPULE
+ An abbreviated and less formal version of this is to simply remove the [Z9 | after conjugating

to the special masu-form
Examples

1. F&d > T — F=L)
2. VD2 0LP S - ULBD UYL - W52 UL

-

Now you finally know where grammar such as [ U 1 and TUT ] actually came from.
Let's look at a few quick examples.

Examples

You'll probably hear this one a million times every time you enter some kind of store in Japan.

Please come in!

However, a middle-aged sushi chef will probably use the abbreviated version.

. |

Please come in!
Some more examples...

1. HBONESTENNFEURE. FReHHU o
Thank you very much. Please come again.
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2. £5F. oKD o
Please take your time and relax.

5.3 Things that happen unintentionally (~TUED. ~
5v35/~U0»D)

This is the first of many useful tools that will become essential in your day-to-day conversations. We will
now learn how to express an action that has taken place unintentionally often with unsatisfactory results.
This is primarily done by the verb [L3 3] . Let's look at an example.

Vocabulary

1. R’ [Z5 - F1F] - Kousuke (first name)
2. B& [Lw< - ZL\] - homework

3. 3 (u-verb) - to do
4

. UZED (u-verb) - to do something by accident; to finish completely

BT B@EZPYoe?

Kousuke: Did you do homework?

7UX !
Alice: Oh no! (I screwed up!)

5.3.1 Using TUZED] with other verbs

Vocabulary

1. UZED (u-verb) - to do something by accident; to finish completely
T - that (abbr. of Z11.MD)

T —=F - cake

288 [TA - R] - everything

BARD [fz - R3] (ru-verb) - to eat

#/H [FL) - (5] -everyday

0 - kilo

XD [Z&E - B] (u-verb) - to become fatter

© N o a0 ~ w0 DN
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9. 5 A& - properly

10. B3 [t - ©3] (ru-verb) - to become thin
1. #&B [IF> - E& <] -eventually

12. & [L\°] (na-adj) disagreeable; unpleasant
13. C & - event, matter

14. 93 (exception) - to do

15. C&A - sorry

16. 52 [&F - D] (u-verb) - to wait

17. ©f [FA - 2 4] - goldfish

18. ©D - already

19. ZEsh [U - 8B] (u-verb) - to die

When [UZES] is used in this sense, it is normal to attach it to the te-form of another verb to express
an action that is done or happened unintentionally. As is common with this type of grammar, the tense is
decided by the tense of [UE S .

1. TDT—FZ2ED LEo.
Oops, | ate that whole cake.

2. 8B —FZBANT. 20 LEWVFEUT.
| ate cake everyday and | (unintentionally) gained two kilograms.

3. BRAEBANRRNE, LFENFIT Lo
If you don't eat properly, you'll (unintentionally) lose weight you know.

4. ¥R, BIRZE" LEoTlz.
In the end, | (unintentionally) made [someone] do something distasteful.

5 Z&hi. LEoT!
Sorry about (unintentionally) making you wait!

6. ERANED LEoz.
The goldfish died already (oops).

5.3.2 Using the casual version of [~ CUED]

Vocabulary

1. UZE D (u-verb) - to do something by accident; to finish completely

2. & [ZA - 4] - goldfish
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£ - already

s [U - 6B] (u-verb) - to die

13 [MZ - B] (u-verb) - to go home
L0 (i-adj) - good

8 [HATR] - everybody

E DN - somewhere (abbr. of &ZHY)
17< [Ly - <] (u-verb) - to go
€55 - gradually; soon

BUY [BF - W] (i-ad)) - late

© © ® N o o b~ ©w
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. 123 (u-verb) - to become

-
w

. XJZ - again

14. BZl [t - Z<] -tardiness
15. 93 (exception) - to do

16. Z&A - sorry

17. DU\ - just (now); unintentionally
18. &A1 [H - F¥X] - you (casual)
19. MR [K - 3] (u-verb) - to calll

In casual speech, the [~TUZE D] is often substituted by [~5» 5] while [~TUZEXD] is
substituted by TU»>] . Both [~5%» 3] and [~U% 3] conjugate just like regular u-verbs.

1. ERNEDTEA o
The goldfish died already.

2. 55> LW ?
Is it ok if | went home already?

3. HAIE. EDHMTD Ko
Everybody went off somewhere.

4. TBEZELED Ko
It'll gradually become late, you know.

There is yet another very colloquial version of [~TULZE>3] and [~TULZED] whereitis replaced
by [~5%£35] and [~UE>S] respectively. Unlike the cuter [~5% 5] and [~U»>] slang,
this version conjures a image of rough and coarse middle-aged man.

1. XITEA Ko
Darn, I'm late again.

2. ZHA. DLBHEIZTA °
Sorry, | just ended up calling you unconsciously.
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5.3.3 Another meaningof [LE D]

Vocabulary

1. UZED (u-verb) - to do something by accident; to finish completely
2. @& [Lw < - ZL\] - homework
3. 1°3 (u-verb) - to do

You may have noticed that [LZE S has another definition meaning "to finish something completely".
You may want to consider this a totally separate verb from the L3 5] we have covered so far.
Occasionally but not usually, [LZ S will have this meaning rather than the unintended action.

« BREZYPD CUFRLVREL,
Finish your homework completely.

5.4 Special expressions with generic nouns (C&. &ECA.
HD)

We've already learned how to use generic nouns in order to modify nouns. Now we will go over some
special expression used with generic nouns.

541 Using [C &1 to say whether something has happened

Vocabulary

—_—

. & - event, matter

3 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)
B [TD - A°] - staying up all night
B [Lw < - 720)] - homework

9 B (exception) - to do

— A [00&D] -1 person; alone

17< (LY <] (u-verb) - to go

)XY - Paris

H#F8 [+ 9 - U] -sushi

© ®©® N o o &~ 0w b
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10. BRS [z + B] (ru-verb) - to eat
1. BX [(C - (FA] - Japan

12. BRE [Z L) - H'] - movie

13. #d [H - D] (ru-verb) - to watch
14. 3—0Ow/\ - Europe

15. L) (i-adj) - good

16. €D - (things are) that way

17. &5 [L) - 3] (u-verb) - to say

18. B3 [#H + D] (ru-verb) - to see

19. ~E [~¢&] - counter for number of times

When you combine [Z & | |, the generic word for an event with [352% ] , you can talk about whether
an event exists or not.

Examples
1. BRULT. B (Fd 5,
There are times when | do homework while staying up all night.
2. —AT (& °

| never go by myself.

Using the past tense of the verb with [ &1 |, you can talk about whether an event has ever taken
place. This is essentially the only way you can say "have done" in Japanese so this is a very useful
expression. You need to use this grammar any time you want to talk about whether someone has ever
done something.

Examples
1. JXUIC (& o
Have you ever gone to Paris?
2. HFE=Z AN o
I've had sushi before.
3. BHARDIREZ @D

You've never seen a Japanese movie?

4. 3—0Ow/NIC yaN LUV,
It would be nice if | ever go to Europe.
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5. E2UL\S0D% 7AN 0
| had never seen anything like that.
6. — & S AT,

I've never gone, not even once.

5.4.2 Using [ &3] as an abstract place

Vocabulary

BN

. [&23] -place

By [(FX2 - U] (i-ad)) - fast; early

k3 [< - B] (exception) - to come
iRiE [(Z0) - Y] - movie

%S [LWF] - now

B & D& -just right; exactly

LYY - good

# [H'N] - he; boyfriend

BLL [Yox - L] (i-ad)) - gentle; kind

© © N o g &~ w0 N
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3 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)
% (Uw - && D] -class

. #8103 [ - DB] (u-verb) - to end
. CH1 - this

14. 17< [LY - <] (u-verb) - to go

-
w N -

[ &A1 (F) is usually used to indicate a generic physical location. However, it can also hold a much
broader meaning ranging from a characteristic to a place in time.

Examples

1. B<ETC, BREFSE LD ELW 2K
Come quickly. We're at the good part of the movie.

2. FFELL BHdDK
His personality has some gentle parts too.

3. S(HEENEOTZ T9Y.
Class has ended just now.

4. Znh517< TUz,
| was just about to go from now.
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5.4.3 Using [H®d] as a casual feminine way to emphasize

Vocabulary

1. ¥ [ED] - object

2. £50L7TC-why

3. kD [< - B3] (exception) - to come
4. #%% [Uw - & D] -class
5

. 33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

The generic object noun [HM] can be used as a casual and feminine way of emphasizing something.
This is identical to the explanatory feminine emphasis expressed by the [@d] particle. Just like the
explanatory [D] particle, the [D] is often changedinto [As] resultingin [HA] . Using [HBA]
sounds very feminine and a little cheeky (in a cute way).

Examples

s ESULTZRMDIED?
Why didn't (you) come?

1. FEEN DD,
(I) had class. [feminine explanatory]

2. BENDOIEED,
(I) had class. [feminine explanatory]

3. HENBOITE

(I) had class, so there. [feminine explanatory]

5.5 Expressing various levels of certainty  (\H L1130,
TUL&LD. I233)

In general, Japanese people don't assert themselves of something unless they are absolutely sure that
it is correct. This accounts for the incredibly frequent use of [~&& 5] and the various grammatical
expressions used to express specific levels of certainty. We will go over these expressions starting from
the less certain to the most certain.
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5.5. EXPRESSING LEVELS OF CERTAINTY

5.5.1

Using [MEULIELY] to express uncertainty

Vocabulary

—_—

N N N N N e o a =
A W N =~ O © 0o N oo ok~ w N -~ O

DaES10Y ghANAY

© ©® N o o &~ 0w b

. %45 [Jz - \A] - perhaps; probably

BRiE [Z0) - A - movie

#2 (& - B] (ru-verb) - to watch

% [H'N] - he; boyfriend

F4& (K< - BU] - student

<M - that

HAW [BE - L - ALY (i-ad)) - interesting
& [BA - BU] -teacher

IRiE [7ZL) - < D] - boredom

. BE [Uk< - D3] - cafeteria

. 47< [Ly - <] (u-verb) - to go

. MW [(H»&] -rain

. #1& (U - &) - match, game

. Bk [BwS - U] - cancellation

. 183 (u-verb) - to become

. Z@ - this (abbr. of Z11M)

. BRE (XY - A - movie

. ~[@ [~H\] - counter for number of times
. Z & - event, matter

. 33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

. € - over there

RRARNE (K- K-F - TS5+ ZA] - Yoyogi park

. D - already

. ®IFB [(C - 1FB] (ru-verb) - to escape; to run away

is used to mean "maybe" or "possibly" and is less certain than the word [%43] .

It attaches to the end of a complete clause. For noun and na-adjective clauses, the declarative [7Z]
must be removed. It can also be written in kanjias [MEXIF/RLV] and you can treat it the same as a
negative ru-verb (there is no positive equivalent) so the masu-form would become [HDEULNFEEA] .
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In casual speech, it can be abbreviated to just [/'%] . There is also a very masculine version 6
LUMA] , which is simply a different type of negative verb.

Expressing uncertainty with  [/H5\%6 L1720 ]

+ Simply attach [DEULNRL] or [HEFINIRLY] to the clause
Examples

1. BREESZNE LR

2. HIFFENE LR
3. ENEEALIE LGN

+ Noun and na-adjective clauses must not use the declarative [7Z]
Examples

1. F|EEMNE LNV - FBENE LR
2. IREZNELNIZRN - IBENE LR

* It can be abbreviated to just [/H)E] in casual speech
Example

1. IEVLE LNV - VNS

Examples

1. AZRXSARBBREITOIENME LNEE A
Smith-san may have gone to the cafeteria.

2. MCHREEFFIE(CIRDNE L7201,
The game may become canceled by rain, huh?

3. COMRE(F—EERZC EHDNE !
I might have already seen this movie once.

4. HEIHRAARRENE L2,
That might be Yoyogi park over there.

5. EOEIFSNBVNIE UINAT,
Might not be able to escape anymore, you know.

5.5.2 Using [CUL &S] toexpress a fair amount of certainty (polite)

Vocabulary
1. 2% [Jz - SA] - perhaps; probably
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BAE (U] - tomorrow

i (8] -rain

F4& (K< - BU] - student
11 - this

& - where

17< [Ly - <] (u-verb)-to go
AL (1279 - ) (u-verb) - to rest

© ® N o o kM w0 N

L2712 < (u-verb) - to receive; to eat; to drink (humble)

[TUL& S is used to express a level of some certainty and is close in meaning to  [%43] . Just
like [~T49/~ZFETJ] ,it must come at the end of a complete sentence. It does not have any other
conjugations. You can also replace [~T3H| with [~TU& DM to make the question sound
slightly more polite and less assuming by adding a slight level of uncertainty.

Examples

1. BHEG/ o
Probably rain tomorrow too.

2. ZES=A yAAN
Are (you) student?

3. N EINTKA m?
Where (are you) going from here?

If you want to sound really, really polite, you can evenadd [~TU&DH] totheendofa [~FT ]
ending.

s REBTUVWERIFET - - May | receive the favor of resting, possibly?

55.3 Using [CUL&L D] and [/233] to express strong amount of
certainty (casual)
Vocabulary

1. iB%| [t - &<] -tardiness
2. 93 (exception) - to do
3. BRI [U - A -time
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4. %3 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

5. &5 [LY- 3] (u-verb) - to say

6. 1 -this

7. BRD [Jz - RXB] (ru-verb) - to eat

8. 17< [LY - <] (u-verb)-to go

9. 7% [E5 - U] -cleaning

10. =D [T - DIZ - 3] (u-verb) - to help, to assist

11. <N (ru-verb) - to give

12. €D - (things are) that way

13. £Z - where

14. £ - already

15. B3 [fa - B] (ru-verb) - to sleep

16. X [1) D75, 2) LNZ] - 1) one's own home; 2) house

17. 183 [MR - D] (u-verb) - to go home

The casual equivalent of [TTUL & D] is surprisingly enough [TTUL & 51 . However, when you are
speaking in a polite manner, the [TTU & D] is enunciated flatly while in casual speech, it has a rising
intonation and can be shortened to [T U d&] . In addition, since people tend to be more assertive in
casual situations, the casual version has a much stronger flavor often sounding more like, "See, | told
you so!"

Example 1

Ao EALEYS !
A: Ah! We're going to be late!

B : 5. BNV TEDTZ !

B: That's why | told you there was no time!

Example 2

A TNHBSBANICITK A 0
A: You're going to eat from now aren't you?

B:/Z>z6?
B: So what if | am?
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Example 3

A 1EBR. FoT<Nd 0
A: You're going to help me clean, right?

B:X?ZD1RMD?
B: Huh? Is that so?

[72%51 means essentially the same thingas [TUL &S] except that it sounds more masculine and
is used mostly by males.

Example 4

A PURIFECE?
A: Where is Alice?

B:ESETWLWD o
B: Probably sleeping already.

Example 5

A EDOXRICIFDA 0
A: You're going home already, right?

B:Z&>&.
B: That's right.

5.6 Expressing amounts (7ZiF. DFH. UM (D, T
3. Amount+ . (&, &)

This lesson will cover various expressions used to express various degrees of amounts. For example,
sentences like, "l only ate one", "That was all that was left", "There's just old people here", or "l ate too
much" all indicate whether there's a lot or little of something. Most of these expressions are made with
particles and not as separate words as you see in English.
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5.6.1 Indicating that's all there is using [/Z(7]

Vocabulary

—_—

. DAC - apple

1 - this

€1 - that

BNRD [fzX - B3] (ru-verb) - to eat

Z D - this (abbr. of Z1®D)

K [S7Z] -song

FS [57z - D] (u-verb) - to sing

T - that (abbr. of Z11MD)

A [Ur&] - person

. FE [T - &) (na-adj) - likable; desirable

. ARG [(FA - (EUY - 2] - vending machine
. RERE [ - e < - XA - IZF] - 500 yen coin
AR [Z - (FX2 U] - Kobayashi (last name)
. IRE [ANA - U] -reply

. k3 [< - B] (exception) - to come

© © N o g ~ w0 D

N G G U
o 00 A W N -~ O

. %fig [Uw A - T - preparations
. #&1H3 [ - D3] (u-verb) - to end

-
o N

. < C -here

. %&el (12 - F£X] -name

N -~
o o

. &< [H - <] (u-verb) - to write

N
-

. L) (i-adj) - good

The particle [7/Z(F] is used to express that that's all there is. Just like the other particles we have
already learned, it is directly attached to the end of whichever word that it applies to.
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Examples

1. DAZTZT,
Just apple(s) (and nothing else).

2. In&ENIZ,
Just that and this (and nothing else).

When one of the major particles are also applied to a word, these particles must come after [7Z(F] . In
fact, the ordering of multiple particles usually start from the most specific to the most general.

1. TN « BRIRWTLIZEL,
Just don't eat that. (Anything else is assumed to be OK).

2. ZOH IKOIEM DT,
Didn't sing just this song.

3. TDOA FErEo AT,
That person was the only person | liked.

The same goes for double particles. Again [7Z(F] must come first.

o CODERFTHETZVT . AEEEIMEZIR,
Cannot use 500 yen coin in just this vending machine.

With minor particles such as /5] or [&ET] , itis difficult to tell which should come first. When in
doubt, try googling to see the level of popularity of each combination. It turns out that M5 7Z1F] is
almost twice as popular as [/Z(3/H5 1 with a hit number of 90,000 vs. 50,000.

« IS A  IRENED D
A reply has not come Kobayashi-san.

Unlike some particles, you can directly attach [7Z(F] to verbs as well.

1. BE@h&Hoehs. cnhsid ZiFrE.
Since the preparations are done, from here we just have to eat.

2. CCIC&EZE T TLWNTIH?
Is it ok to just write [my] name here?
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5.6.2 Using [(Dd+] as aformal version of [/Z(7]

Vocabulary

1.

© N o o ~ w0 N

Z D - this (abbr. of Z1MD)
FTEHEL [ULDS - U IFA] - passenger ticket

58 [(ED - (Y] -sale

ZB (&5 - UD) -thatvery day

B%h (WS - T3] - effective

77> — |~ - survey

MR [7z0) - Uk D] -target
KZEE [7Z0) - H°< - L)) - college student

A particle that is essentially identical both grammatically and in meaning to [72(F1 is [D& ] . However,
unlike [7Z1F] , which is used in regular conversations, [Dd+] is usually only used in a written context.
It is often used for explaining policies, in manuals, and other things of that nature. This grammar really
belongs in the advanced section since formal language has a different flavor and tone from what we have
seen so far. However, it is covered here because it is essentially identical to [7Z1F] . Just googling for
[DJ+] will quickly show the difference in the type of language that is used with [D&+] as opposed to
[Zir] .

5.6.3

. COREFF(IFTHH
This boarding ticket is

7T — RRIEKRFE

Vocabulary

1.

Z11 - this

BHTY,

valid on the date on which it was purchased.

TY,

The targets of this survey are college students.

Indication that there's nothing else using [ UH\]

2. 33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

3. B3 [#H - B] (ru-verb)-to see

4. SH [E& D] -today

5. TELLY (L&D - LW (i-adj) - busy
6. BACER [ - T - (FA] - breakfast
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7. BRS [Jz - XB] (ru-verb) - to eat
8. 288 [F'A - 3] - everything
9. BES [h - D] (u-verb) - to buy
10. DA - no (casual)
11. 48] [7R(C] - what
12. 55 -toreceive
13. 13RS [MA - (- B] (u-verb) - to try one's best
14. C 3 - (things are) this way
15. 7% (u-verb) - to become
16. HI(FD [(C - (FB] (ru-verb) - to escape; to run away
17. £ - already
18. 8D [<& - B] (u-verb) - to rot; to spoil
19. ¥8T3 [9 - TA] (ru-verb) - to throw away

| carefully phrased the title of this section to show that [ L /H'] must be used to indicate the lack of
everything else. In other words, the rest of the sentence must always be negative.

« N AN
There's nothing but this.

The following is incorrect.

s INLN-B5
(Should be using [7Z(F] instead)

As you cansee, [ L#7'] has an embedded negative meaning while [7Z(F] doesn't have any particular
nuance.

1. N "3,
See just this.

2. In L=VA AN
Don't see just this.

3. n R0\,
Don't see anything else but this.
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Examples

« SHEFICULLT, TR BRI,
Today was busy and couldn't eat anything but breakfast.

Notice that unlike [7Z1F] , it is necessary to finish off the sentence.

s EEESD?
You're buying everything?

1. 55 A. N,
Nah, just this.

2. DDA, INLHM
Nah, won't buy anything else but this.

3. DDA =B
(Wrong, the sentence must explicitly indicate the negative.)

While the major particles always come last, it turns out that [ L] must come after [HD5] and [
Tl . Agoogle search of [MSULM] beats [ULHHS] by an overwhelming 60,000 to 600.

« 7UX AEESDTIRL,
| didn't receive anything except from Alice.

You can also use this grammar with verbs.

1. SNHMSEEKRSD LR |
There's nothing to do but try our best!

2. ZD1FDE5. UL,
There no choice but to run away once it turns out like this.

3. BEIBE>TL\DIHh5. UV K,
It's rotten already so there's nothing to do but throw it out.

[>DZ+] , an alternative to [ UM

Vocabulary

1. 1 - this
2. S [H - 3] (u-verb) - to buy

L
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33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)
Z D - (things are) this way

123 (u-verb) - to become

5 - already

>3 (u-verb) - to do

N o o ~ ®w

[> ] is another version of UMY that means essentially the same thing and works exactly the
same way. Just substitute [ U] with >3] and you're good to go. This version is a bit stronger
than [ULH'] in emphasis but it's not used nearly as often so | wouldn't worry about it too much. | briefly
cover it here just in case you do run into this expression.

Examples

1. ZNIFED A AN
There's nothing but to buy this!

2. 22105 BOWD AN
If things turn out like this, there nothing to do but to just do it!

5.6.4 Expressing the opposite of [/Z(F] with [(EHD ]

Vocabulary

—

A R (E/TEA] - what

2. BIEEA - middle-aged lady

3. & [L\I°] (na-adj) disagreeable; unpleasant
4. 2 [f7=H U] - Takashi (first name)

5. ~& [~<A] -name suffix

6. BE [FA - H'] - comic book

7. 5 [K - L] (u-verb) - to read

8. M>ZEL [>T - 1B - L] (i-ad)) - unattractive; uncool
9. & [H'1N] - he; boyfriend

10. #f#Z£ [¥— - =+ >] - mahjong

1. B [/ - #] - Naomi (first name)

12. 3\ [ - 3] (u-verb) - to play
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13. & [&L) - ZFA] - recent; lately
14. £ [U-Z¢&] -job

[(EH D | is used to express the condition where there's so much of something to the point where there's
nothing else. Notice this is fundamentally different from [ U] which expresses a lack of everything
else but the item in question. In more casual situations, [(EH'D ] is usually pronounced [(E2HD |
orjust (&M ] . For example, let's say you went to a party to find, much to your dismay, the whole
room filled with middle-aged women. You might say the following.

« fAIZXR ! BESA G ?
What the? Isn't it nothing but obasan?

Or perhaps a little more girly:

« L2, BlEEA o
Eww. It's nothing but obasan.

Examples

- REEE FACTCS, MO ITEL,
Takashi-kun is reading nothing but comic books... He's so uncool.

It is quite common in casual speech to end midsentence like this. Notice [&F:A C T/ is the te-form of
[5tATUL\B] withthe [ULY] dropped. We assume that the conclusion will come somewhere later in
the story.

1. 1R (SRRE T9,
He's nothing but mahjong. (He does nothing but play mahjong.)

2. BEL»ALHR TL&LD!
You're hanging out with Naomi-chan all the time, aren't you!

3. mib(3MtE )l
Lately, it's nothing but work.

5.6.5 Saying there's too much of something using [T 3]

Vocabulary

1. BFS [T - FB] (ru-verb) - to exceed; to pass
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W W W N DN N DN DN D D DD NN DN =2 a a  a a a a a2
N =~ O © 0o N O oo A W N =~ O ©W 0o N O o > w N -~ O

© ® N o o ~ W DN

BARD [z - R3] (ru-verb) - to eat

B (D - ] (u-verb) - to drink

KD [S&E - B] (u-verb) - to become fatter
g (LT - M (na-adj) - quiet

REW [BB - =] (i-adj) - big

HAW [HE - LD - L] (i-ad)) - interesting
EDOZLVRL)Y (i-adj) - wasteful

BFIRLY (7R - (F7RUY] (i-ad)) - pitiable

. f&81R0Y (33 - 1RUY] (i-adj) - dangerous
W [T - 720 (-ad)) - few

. kB [& - &3] - Satou (last name)

. BB [D &S - D] -cooking; cuisine; dish

. EF [U&D - 9] (na-adj) - skillful

. FJZ - again

. B [H - =1F] - alcohol

. & [Z] - mood; intent

. DIFD - to attach

. /&= DITD - (expression) to be careful

. 327 - trunk

. AD [(EUy - B] (u-verb) - to enter

. B [012] -trap

. B (O - hA] -time

. 8O3 [z D3] (ru-verb) - to be sufficient
Al [7R(C] - what

. kD [T - & - B3] (ru-verb) - to be able to do
. #& [H"N] - he; boyfriend

. L [HhD - U& - she; girlfriend

. el [&< - (FA] -last night

. Z & - event, matter

. B [HFA - HA] -not at all (when used with negative)

. Bx23 [BEFE - ZB] (ru-verb) - to memorize
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33. &1l -that

&3] isaregular ru-verb written B3] meaning, "to exceed". When [ 3] is attached
to the end of other verbs and adjectives, it means that it is too much or that it has exceeded the normal
levels. For verbs, you must directly attach [ &3] to the stem of the verb. For example, BRI
%] means "to eat too much" and [BR#H3F &S] means "to drink too much". For adjectives, you just
attach it to the end after you remove the last [(\] from the i-adjectives (as usual). One more rule is
that for both negative verbs and adjectives, one must remove the [UL\] from [72L\] and replace with
[&] before attaching [9 &3] . There is no tense (past or non-past) associated with this grammar.
Since [9'E 3] isaregular ru-verb, this grammar always results in a regular ru-verb.

Using [9& 3] toindicate there's too much of something

+ For verbs: First change the verb to the stem and attach &3] .
Examples

1. BRS - BN
2. X5 ->X0D ->XbD

+ For na-adjectives: Attach [9°& 3| . Fori-adjectives, remove the last [\ \] first before attaching

[T&3] .
Examples
1. §#h — §8H
2. REL > KE

 For negative verbs and adjectives: Replace the last [UL)] from [7RX0\] with [&] andthen
attach [9=3]
Examples
1. BRI - BRI E - BRRAE
2. BV > HEL<Rc-> mEL<RE
« l-adjectives that end in [7&U\] which incorporate the negative [#&(\] suchas [EHED/ZL V&
W (R ECD) or T1BIF7R0L] (1B L)) follow the third rule.
Examples
1. EORULRL - EO LV - EofzLiRE
2. BIFRR - BT S - BlFRE
* Most regular i-adjectives such as [f&72L\] or [AM&UV] follow the regular rule (rule 2).
Examples
1. B — B
2. IR - DR
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Examples

1. EESAEIRIES EFT FE o
Satou-san is good at cooking and | ate too much again.

2. Bl LIDICHZDIFT TR,
Be careful to not drink too much, ok?

3. NS RS2 OICASIRNE,
It won't fit in the trunk cause it's too big, man.

4. « BNBELINIRNWK,
It's too quiet. It might be a trap, you know.

5. KN B TERN D

Due to too much of a lack of time, | couldn't do anything.

6. WIC(F. HEaA Ko
She is totally wasted on him (too good for him).

It is also common to change [3 &3] into its stem and use it as a noun.

A FEERDC &, 2REX TRLVL,
A: Man, | don't remember anything about last night.

B : &NZ fult NS
B: That's drinking too much.

5.6.6 Addingthe [t particle to express excessive amounts

Vocabulary

—

. ¥EH [EdD3] - yesterday

&BiE [TA - D] -phone

~[@ [~7/\] - counter for number of times

F D (exception) - to do

iBR [U - [FA] -exam

128 - for the sake/benefit of

~Bf [~ - MA] - counter for span of hour(s)
#eg (XA - & D] -study

S [Z - &£U] -this year

F0 - kilo

© © ® N o g bk~ w0 D

N
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1. XD [Z& - B] (u-verb) - to become fatter

When the [%E] particle comes after some type of amount, it means that the amount indicated is way
too much. For instance, let's look at the next example.

- BFR. E&FE Uiz !
| called you like three times yesterday!

Notice that the [ particle is attached to the amount "three times". This sentence implies that the
speaker called even three times and still the person didn't pick up the phone. We understand this to mean
that three times are a lot of times to call someone.

1. SERDI=&I(C GE Y it
| studied three whole hours for the exam.

2. S, KDODEwPDIT!
| gained 10 whole kilograms this year!

5.6.7 Using [(Z&] to express the extent of something

Vocabulary

—

. 72 [[F&£] - degree, extent

SH [E& 3] -today

KR [TA - &) - weather

€M - that

20\ [D - W] (i-adj) - hot

B3 (13- B] (ru-verb) - to sleep
i’ (G - DA -time

3 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)
fELLY (WA - LWL (i-adj) - busy
gBBE [(hA - Z<] -Korea

. BEE [D &S - D] - cooking; cuisine; dish

S © ® N O O A W N

- A -
N =

. BRD [7eX - B] (ru-verb) - to eat

-
w

. BULLLY (i-ad)) - tasty

—_
N

. 783 (u-verb) - to become
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15. < [33 - <] (u-verb) - to walk

16. &S [FELK - D] (u-verb) - to get lost

17. f58 [RNA - &) -study

18. B8 [3p/zF] - head

19. L) (i-adj) - good

20. J\— K5« X% - hard disk

21. B= [KD - D& D] - capacity

22. K= (B3 - =] (i-adj) - big

23. > & -more

24. Jz< = A - alot (amount)

25. 1 [E&£<] -tune

26. trf7 [(F - €A -save

27. H3k3 [T - & - B] (ru-verb) - to be able to do
28. fiZEsF (2D - <D - [FA] - plane ticket
29. &L\ [t29 - L\] (i-adj) - cheap

30. BR3 [M& - B] (u-verb) - to limit

31. X&E [SA - Lk D] - sentence; writing
32. 5L\ [H#UD - W] (i-adj) - short

33. 8 [HhA - T2A] (na-adj) - simple

34. BU [& - U] (i-adj) - good

The noun [(F&] (#2) is attached to a word in a sentence to express the extent of something. It can
modify nouns as well as verbs as seen in the next example.

1. SHOXKEENF LR,
Today's weather is not hot to that extent.

2. BDEEA 2N ESITULL,
Busy to the extent that there's no time to sleep.

When you use this with conditionals, you can express something that translates into English as, "The
more you [verb], the more..." The grammar is always formed in the following sequence: [conditional of
verb] followed immediately by [same verb+ (Z&]
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« BERHE(E  BVLLIRD,
About Korean food, the more you eat the tastier it becomes.

The literal translation is, "About Korean food, if you eat, to the extent that you eat, it becomes tasty."
which essentially means the same thing. The example uses the [(d] conditional form, butthe [/z5]
conditional will work as well. Since this is a general statement, the contextual [7X5] conditional will
never work. The decided [¢& 1 conditional won't work very well here either since it may not always be
true depending on the extent of the action.

1. XD TUEDT
The more | walked, the more | got lost.
2. Rz . BERKLKIRB K.

The more you study, the more you will become smarter.

You can also use this grammar with i-adjectives by using the [(d] conditional.

1. iPod (&, /\— R+ XTDFEN Eo LK STADEMRIFTEET .
About iPod, the larger the hard disk capacity, the more songs you can save.
2. finZEz5(d WV EFBRS7R0N,

It's not necessarily the case that the cheaper the ticket, the better it is.

For na-adjectives, since you can't use the [(d] conditional you have to resort to the 725 ] conditional.
Because it sounds strange to use the [725] conditional in this fashion, you will hardly ever see this
grammar used with na-adjectives. Since [(Z&] s treated as a noun, make sure you don't forget to
use [7&] to attach the noun to the na-adjective.

o XE(E, BITNEEENEE. KU\TT,
The shorter and simpler the sentences, the better it is.

5.6.8 Using [~ with adjectives to indicate an amount

Vocabulary

1. &L [fzh - W] (i-ad)) - high; tall; expensive
2. &Ly [ < - L] (i-ad)) - short

3. #@H [BZ - ™M) (na-adj) - calm, peaceful
4. ZO - this (abbr. of ZH1D)

5. EJL - building
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6. fal [/R(C/72A] - what

7. X [L\$B] -dog

8. B8R [54& 5 - m<] -sense of hearing

9. U [UA - A] (na-adj) - sensitive

10. AR [(CA - IFA] - human

1. teRB [ 5 - XB] (ru-verb) - to compare
12. (EBDNH" - far more

13. £ [©X] - above

We will now learn how to add [ to adjectives to indicate an amount of that adjective. For example,
we can attach [ =] to the adjective for "high" in order to get "height". Instead of looking at the height,
we can even attach [ =] to the adjective for "low" to focus on the amount of lowness as opposed to
the amount of highness. In fact, there is nothing to stop us from using this with any adjective to indicate
an amount of that adjective. The result becomes a regular noun indicating the amount of that adjective.

Adding [~ to adjectives to indicate an amount

+ For i-adjectives: First remove the trailing [U\] from the i-adjective and then attach [
1. B > &S
2. KL - K=

+ For na-adjectives: Just attach [ to the end of the na-adjective
Example

1. IBPH - Bens

The result becomes a regular noun.

Examples

1. COEIDEE(FHMETIH?
What is the height of this building?

2. ROBEDHFH=Z AN EERD L, (TN LT
If you compare the level of sensitivity of hearing of dogs to humans, it is far above.
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5.7 Various ways to express similarity and hearsay
~HTZVN ~FD, ~EDL. ~500L, ~D2(EFWY)

In Japanese there are many different ways to express likeness or similarity depending on appearance,
behavior, or outcome. When learning these expressions for the first time, it is difficult to understand what
the differences are between them because they all translate to the same thing in English. This lesson
is designed to study the differences between these expressions so that you can start to get a sense of

which is appropriate for what you want to say.

5.7.1 Expressing similarity with &5 (%)
Vocabulary
1. ZZ -here
2. & [ZN] -who
3. LD (ru-verb) - to exist (animate)
4. BRE [ZU) - A - movie
5 #2% [# - B3] (ru-verb) - to watch
6. F4& [H'< - BL] - student
7. & (LY - M (na-adj) - quiet
8. M - that (over there) (abbr. of p11M)
9. A [OD&] -person
10. B3 [#H - D] (ru-verb) - to see
1. & [ZF] - mood:; intent
12. 95 (exception) - to do
13. & [H'1N] - he; boyfriend
14. FHE% [SA - L) - =] - atmosphere; mood
15. 5&Do & -alittle
16. 88D [HZ - B] (u-verb) - to get angry
17. EICAD [& - X 3] (ru-verb) - to be audible
18. fa] [7R(C/72A] - what
19. i2CD [HZ - B] (u-verb) - to happen
20. 5 [L)+ D] (u-verb) - to say
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We've already briefly gone over &S| andlearned that &3] means an appearance or manner.
We can use this definition to say that something has an appearance or manner of a certain state. This
word can be used in many ways to express similarity. The simplest example is by directly modifying the
relative clause. When the sentence ends in [X D] , you must explicitly express the state-of-being by
adding 721, T9] ,or [TTEWVZET] .

1. CCICIE, #HEBLRLY o
Looks like no one is here.

2. REZHIT o
Looks like (he) watched the movie.

When directly modifying nouns or na-adjectives, you must use the [(D] particle for nouns or attach
[7%] to na-adjectives.

1. ZEDLITE.

Looks like it's a student.

2. CCIIEENVE KD,
Looks like it's quiet.

Notice that example 1 does not say that the person looks like a student. Rather, the declarative [7Z]
states that the person appears to be a student. On a side note, you can'tsay [HLVUWKD/Z] to say
that something looks tasty. This is like saying, "This dish apparently is tasty," which can actually be kind
of rude.

You can also use it as a na-adjective to describe something that appears to be something else.

1. BOANZERZRLDS MU,
Had a feeling like | saw that person before.

2. BEFEDLDIFHEKTINL
He has a student-like atmosphere.

Finally, we can attach the target particle to say things like, "I heard it like that" or "l said it like...".

1. 5&o EROELDICHTR T,
Was able to hear it like (she) was a little mad.

2. fABERIBEMNIIELDICEDT.
Said (it) like nothing happened.
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5.7.2 Using [#7=L)] to say something looks like something else

Vocabulary

—_—

- -
—_

©c © ©® N o o k~ w0 N

. B3 [# - B] (ru-verb) - to see

R (L] -dog

5 - already

OtIn [5-D - & - 1] -sold out
HAR (&) - 5<] - uniform

52D [& - B3] (ru-verb) - to wear

& [IH7z] -figure

F4& (K< - 8] - student

Z D - this (abbr. of ZHD)

EH - pizza

. BFHFEE (B 2D - H - X2 - E] - okonomiyaki (Japanese-style pancake)
12.

RX3 [# - ZB] (ru-verb) - to be visible

Another way to express similarity which is considered more casual is by using [#7/z0\] . Do not confuse
this with the [7=0\] conjugation of 23] . The main difference is that this [#7/=\\] can be attached
directly to nouns, adjectives, and verbs just like particles which i-adjectives like [~7zL\] obviously
can't do.

Using [#7z0\] to say something looks like something else

Attach [#7zU\] to the noun that bears the resemblance. [#7z(\] conjugates like a noun or
na-adjective and not an i-adjective.

Conjugation Example with [X |

Positive Negative
Non-Past RHAHTZUN PN VRSN AV =)
looks like a dog | doesn't look like a dog
Past RIZoTeHEWY | RUPRM D EHTZWY
looked like a dog | didn't look like a dog

Examples

1.

BIFEOUINATZ0,
Looks like it's sold out already.

260




CHAPTER 5. SPECIAL EXPRESSIONS 5.7. EXPRESS SIMILARITY AND HEARSAY

2. HIRZECL\DEZHDE. FA T9,
Looking at the uniform-wearing figure, (person) looks like a student.

The implied meaning here is the person wearing the uniform is not really a student because he/she only
looks like a student. This is different from example 3 from the previous [KS1 section which implied
that the person appears to be (but might not be) a student. Again, we also can't say [HUL\UL\HTE
LV] to say that something looks tasty because it implies that, in actuality, the food might not be so good.
Similarly, you would never say [H1OUL\W\A/Z0LV]  to say that something looks cute.

Don't forget that [#7z0\] does not conjugate like the [~7z(L\] form or i-adjectives.

. COEYFEEFHESHIZ ?
(720 conjugates like a na-adjective.)

« COETEHETFHEEHIZL ?
Doesn't this pizza looks like okonomiyaki?

[#1zU\] is a grammar used mostly for conversational Japanese. Do not use it in essays, articles, or
anything that needs to sound authoritative. You can use [K5 ] instead in the following fashion.

1. BSFEOUND o
It appears that it is sold-out already.

2. COEYEBIFHEED (CRX 3.
This pizza looks like okonomiyaki.

5.7.3 Guessing at an outcome using [~%> |

Vocabulary

1. LYW (i-adj) - good

J\NS > X - balance

AN (<39 - B3] (ru-verb) - to collapse; to crumble
—Bi [L\>- UwA] -aninstant

Nz (=& - N3] (ru-verb) - to collapse; to fall

Z D - this (abbr. of Z1MD)

D [z - D] - vicinity

© N o 0o ~ w0 N

33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)
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10.
1.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
290.

30

. & [DUF - BD] - pickled vegetable
HULLL) (i-ad)) - tasty

Z1 - this

&8 (17> - 23] - fairly, reasonably
(D /2 (ED - as | thought

=0y [72h - W] (i-ad)) - high; tall; expensive
Ha1 (B - £X] - you (casual)

&& [ZA - (£D] - blond hair

Z [SATR] - woman; girl

= [9 - &] (na-adj) - likable; desirable
D - already

~B [~U] - counter for hours

123 (u-verb) - to become

X3 [< - B] (exception) - to come
1=7Z - free of charge; only

& [U - U] - match, game

T - that (abbr. of Z11.MD)

A [Dr&] - person

F4& (K< - BU] - student
MOULY (i-adj) - cute

MHOUWLED (i-adj) - pitiable

. R [Léb] -dog

The problem with English is that the expression, "seems like" has too many meanings. It can mean
similarity in appearance, similarity in behavior or even that current evidence points to a likely outcome.
We will now learn how to say the third meaning: how to indicate a likely outcome given the situation.

Just like the grammar we have learned so far in this lesson, we can use this grammar by simply attaching
[Z5] tothe end of verbs, and adjectives. However, there are four important different cases. Actually, |
just noticed this but the conjugation rules are exactly the same as the [~3 &3] grammar we learned
in the last section. The only difference is that for the adjective [UL\L\] , you need to changeitto [K&]
before attaching €5 tocreate [K=Z3] .
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Rules for conjugation

1. Verbs must be changed to the stem.
The [UL\] ini-adjectives must be dropped except for [L\] .
[LW] must first be conjugated to [XKE] .

For all negatives, the [U)] must be replaced with [&] .

2l e

This grammar does not work with plain nouns.

1. Verb must be changed to the stem.

For ru-verbs, remove the [3]

« JI\SAMENT. —BE Z3Eo.
Losing my balance, | seemed likely to fall for a moment.

For u-verbs, change the / u / vowel sound to an /i / vowel sound

s ZMDIADI(C TORITER,
It seems likely that it would be around here but...

2. The [U\] ini-adjectives must be dropped.

In the next example, the [UL\] has been dropped from [HLVLLY] .

- COBEMEE z5 !
| bet this pickled vegetable is tasty! (This pickled vegetable looks good!)

Exception: The only exception to this rule is the adjective [UL\L\] . When using this grammar with
[L\)\] |, you must first change itto [RK& .

s CNHHEE EiE. Po(EhE0nki.
This one also seems to be good but, as expected, it's expensive, huh?

Nothing needs to be done for na-adjectives.

- BERS, FEOIN =TI
Knowing you, | bet you like blond-haired girls.
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3. For all negatives, the [L)] must be replaced with [ .

The negative of [3R3] is [Z7/XU\] sowhenusedwith [~Z3] | itbecomes [ZIREES] .

1. D 10 (x> eh 5. 21,
Since it already became 10:00, it's likely that (person) won't come.
2. CNnErEroREa 0

This isn't likely to be an ordinary match.

Identical to the [~9 &3] grammar, i-adjectives that are derived from the negative [~73R(\]
like [HBDZLVRLY] or [1&IFIRLN]  also follow this rule as well (which would be [HDfzULVREZ#
51 and [M&EF/REED] in this case).

4. This grammar does not work with plain nouns.

« TOANIFZEEZD,

There are other grammar we have already covered that can be used to indicate that something is likely
to be something else.

1. TOANFFEE o
That person is probably student.

2. TOANFZEE o
That person is probably student.

Be careful never to use [/HDUL\ ] with this grammar. [HDUL\ES ] is a completely different word
used when you feel sorry for something or someone. [/HDU\L\] means, "to look cute" already so you
never need to use any of the grammar in this lesson to say something looks cute.

1. SORIEMDMDWVED,
Oh, this poor dog.

2. TOREFHOLIN,
This dog is cute.

5.7.4 Expressing hearsay using [~Z>7Z]

Vocabulary
1. BAR [ UL 7=] - tomorrow
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W [(&&] -rain
. B3 [\ - B3] (u-verb) - to precipitate
. 8BH [FUL) - (5] -everyday

.25 [3& - D] (u-verb) - to meet

. & [H'N] - he; boyfriend
. aRE (23 - 25 - BU)] - high school student

2.

3

4

5

6. 77< [LY - <] (u-verb)-togo
7

8

9. 5B [&&£ 5] -today

0

10. B [7Z - 7&H] - Tanaka (last name)

11. 33 [< - B3] (exception) - to come

The reason that there are so many annoying rules to using [~%>5] is to distinguish it from this next
grammar we will learn. This is a useful grammar for talking about things you heard that doesn't necessary
have anything to do with how you yourself, think or feel. Unlike the last grammar we learned, you can
simply attach [€37/Z] to verbs and i-adjectives. For na-adjectives and nouns, you must indicate the
state-of-being by adding [/Z] to the noun/na-adjective. Also, notice that [€>5] itself must always
endin [7Z2]1 . [TT91 . or [CTEL\ET | . These differences are what distinguishes this grammar
from the one we learned in the last section. There are no tenses for this grammar.

1. BAR. MN'FED °
| hear that it's going to rain tomorrow.

2. BHEWIITD 0
| heard he went to meet everyday.

Don't forget to add [7Z] for nouns or na-adjectives.

s WF ERECEDTY.
| hear that he is a high school student.

When starting the sentence with this grammar, you also need to add [/Z] just like you do with [7Z/H
5]

A SH. HRESAXI/ERLD ?
A: Is Tanaka-san not coming today?

B : o
B: So | hear.
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5.7.5 Expressing hearsay or behavior using [~5UU)\]

Vocabulary

—_—

. SH [E& 3] -today

B [z - 7&2/] - Tanaka (last name)
k3% [< - B] (exception) - to come
D - that (over there) (abbr. of &1D)
A [ &] - person

i [7&A] - what

Emhie (& - WD - E] - Miyuki (first name)
RiE [&E - 125] - friend

¥ [Z]) -child

. FH [Z - £B] -child

. KA [B&E72] - adult

. 93 (exception) - to do

© ©® N o o &~ 0w b

= A A -
w N -~ O

. DB -intention, plan
. KEEE (B - &= - F] - big commotion

—
N

[5ULULV] can be directly attached to nouns, adjectives, or verbs to show that things appear to be a
certain way due to what you've heard. This is different from [~%357Z] because [~%>57Z] indicates
something you heard about specifically while [5 UU\] means things seem to be a certain way based
on some things you heard about the subject. [5UU\] conjugates like a normal i-adjective.

Example 1

A SH. HRESARIRLD ?
A: Is Tanaka-san not coming today?

B : J7dW o
B: Seems like it (based on what | heard).
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Example 2

A : DO ANAIRD ?
A: What is that person over there?

B : ERfCTADKIE TI Ko
B: Seems to be Miyuki-san's friend (based on what | heard).

Another way touse [5 UL\ is to indicate that a person seems to be a certain thing due to his behavior.

1. DOFIIFH o
That child does not act like a child.

2. KA II3DOEDREOZDIC. RKEEFLTULEDT.
Despite the fact that | planned to act like an adult, | ended up making a big ruckus.

57.6 [D(XL\] : Slang expression of similarity

Vocabulary

1. D - that (over there) (abbr. of &11MD)
2. AN [0D&] - person

3. BBEA [MA - < - UA] - Korean person

4. & [#HA7R] - everybody

5. D - already

6. 288 [F'A - &) -everything

7. BRD [Jz - RXB] (ru-verb) - to eat

8. KT [E&D - 2] - Kyouko (first name)

9. 2 [HFA - F'A] -notatall (when used with negative)
0. & [BARR] - woman; girl

A really casual way to express similarity is to attach [D(XU\] to the word that reflects the resemblance.
Because this is a very casual expression, you can use it as a casual version for all the different types of
expression for similarity covered above.

[>(FL\] conjugates just like an i-adjective, as seen by example 3 below.

1. HDOANEE &£ EEEA Ry AN
That person looks a little like Korean person, huh?
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2. HAIRT, EDEEBEANTCUZFEDZ Ko
It appears that everybody ate everything already.

3. RFEERYL 13,
Kyouko is not womanly at all, huh?

5.8 Using /5 and &3 for comparisons and other functions
(KD, DA, stem +73. [CKDT. [CKDE)

If you were wondering how to make comparison in Japanese, well wonder no more. We will learn how
touse [75] and [&KD] to make comparisons between two things. We will also learn other uses of
[73] and L] along the way.

5.8.1 Using [75] for comparisons

Vocabulary

—

. B (1) (&F3;2) /2] - 1) direction; side; 2) person; way of doing
ZfR [T - (FA] -rice; meal

HULULLY (i-ad)) - tasty

/A (979" - =] - Suzuki (last name)
Hu [ - W] (i-adj) - young

F4& [(H< - BU] - student

L0 (i-adj) - good

w5 A [H - 50 A] -baby

g (LT - M) (na-adj) - quiet

. & [9 - E] (na-ad)) - likable; desirable
. > D - slowly

. BR3 [z - RXB] (ru-verb) - to eat

. &R [IFA - 23] - health

. Z55 - this way

© ® N o o &~ w N

- A A A A -
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. 47< [Ly - <] (u-verb) - to go
. BUy [(EX° - W] (i-ad)) - fast; early
Moy {240 - W] (i-adj) - scary

-
N O
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18. BRE (X0 - HY] - movie

19. #1d [# - B] (ru-verb) - to watch
20. €A - that sort of

21. 8L (D - ©] (u-verb) - to drink

The noun [/ isreadas [(FS] whenitis used to mean a direction or orientation. As an aside, it
can also be read as [h‘/=] when it is used as a politer version of [ A] .

When we use [73] to mean direction, we can use it for comparison by saying one way of things is
better, worse, etc., than the other way. Grammatically, it works just like any other regular nouns.

Examples

Use it with nouns by utilizing the ] particle.

1. ZEROITAHLLLY
Rice is tastier. (lit: The way of rice is tasty.)

2. BWRSADTITAE,
Suzuki-san is younger. (lit: The way of Suzuki is young.)

Grammatically, it's no different from a regular noun.

1. ALK,
It's better to not be a student. (lit: The way of not being student is good.)
2. KmEP A FAMFE,

Like quiet babies more. (lit: About babies, the quiet way is desirable.)

For non-negative verbs, you can also use the past tense to add more certainty and confidence, particularly
when making suggestions.

1. W><H FIREER(ICLV VK.
It's better for your health to eat slowly.

2. IE56M5 TInEMD Iz,

It was faster to go from this way.

The same thing does not apply for negative verbs.
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« MU BRI (S MK,

It's better not to watch scary movie(s).

The negative verb is only in the past tense when the comparison is of something that happened in the
past.

s TAIRIC B o
It was better not to have drunk that much.

5.8.2 Using XD ] for comparisons

Vocabulary

—

. 73 [1)(EFD3; 2) hv/z)] - 1) direction; side; 2) person; way of doing
1€ [(372] - flower

HF [/ZA - Z1 - dango (dumpling)

ZfR [Z - (FA] -rice; meal

JX> - bread

HLULL) (i-ad)) - tasty

U [1HOh - W] (i-adj) - young

#AK [F9 - =] - Suzuki (last name)

B/l [FL) - (5] -everyday

tF [L-Z&] -job

© © ® N o o »~ W BN

- =
N

. B [L\W°] (na-adj) disagreeable; unpleasant

-
N

. 33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

-
w

. ¥ U - not as bad
. D> <D -slowly
15. BRD [fz - XB] (ru-verb) - to eat

—_
SN

16. BuL) [(EFX2 - L] (i-adj) - fast; early
17. L) (i-adj) - good

You can think of [& D] as being the opposite of [75] . It means, "rather than" or "as opposed to". It
attaches directly to the back of any word. It is usually used in conjunction with [75] to say something
like, "This way is better as opposed to that way."
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Examples

1. iELDEF,
Dango rather than flowers. (This is a very famous saying.)

2. ZERDFIFHN HLLLY,
Rice tastes better than bread. (lit: The rice way is tasty as opposed to bread.)

3. RS ADIMNE,
Suzuki-san is younger than Kim-san. (lit: The way of Suzuki is young as opposed to Kim-san.)

For those curious about the meaning of the proverb, dango is a sweet doughy treat usually sold at festi-
vals. The proverb is saying that people prefer this treat to watching the flowers, referring to the [{ER |
event where people go out to see the cherry blossoms (and get smashed). The deeper meaning of the
proverb, like all good proverbs, depends on how you apply it.

Of course, there is no rule that [K D] must be used with [75] . The other way of things can be
gleaned from context.

iR BRASCITOLMRE.

Suzuki: | don't like going to work everyday.

A=R  fASBH RN FURK,
Smith: It's not as bad as opposed to not having a job.

Words associated with [&KD 1 do not need any tense. Notice in the following sentence that [BX3 |
infrontof [KD ] is present tense even though B3] infrontof [75] is pasttense.

« DD LH AL ENSIRIAN
It is better to eat slowly as opposed to eating quickly.

Using [K D] as asuperlative

Vocabulary

1. 5 [7ZN] - who

fa] [7/(Z] - what
& - where
Em (L&D - GA] - product

3

3 [DA - UD] - quality of a good

=]
\

At [f7zLy - 8D] (na-adj) - important

N o o ~ w0 Db

9 B (exception) - to do
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8. T - this (abbr. of Z11D)

9. £F [L - &) -job

10. B0y [(EA2 - L] (i-adj) - fast; early

1. Hi3kD [T & - B] (ru-verb) - to be able to do

You can also use [ KD ] with question words suchas 5] . [{a]] . or [ £ ] to make a superlative by
comparing with everything or everybody else. In this case, though not required, it is common to include
the [H] particle.

Examples

1. BmO@BBZAIDKRICLTNET,
We place value in product's quality over anything else.

2. COHFEFHELDERELTEFT,
Can do this job more quickly than anyone else.

5.8.3 Using [73] to express a way to do something

Vocabulary

—

. 7 [1) [E3;2) i1zl - 1) direction; side; 2) person; way of doing
17< [Ly - <] (u-verb) -to go

BARD [fz - R3] (ru-verb) - to eat

118 (LA - Uw <] - Shinjuku

DD (1O - 1B] (u-verb) - to understand
€D - (things are) that way

S [LY - D] (u-verb) - to say

K [H5FZ] - body

L0 (i-adj) - good

. EBZF (A - U] - Kanji

. E< [H - <] (u-verb) - to write

I

© ©®© N o g ~ w0 D
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. BzxB [BL - ZB] (ru-verb) - to teach; to inform

-
w

. <1NB (ru-verb) - to give

—_
N

. /XY~ - computer, PC
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15. {£5 [DhH* - 3] (u-verb) - to use
16. & [HATR] - everybody
17. 503 [U - D] (u-verb) - to know

You can also attach [75] to the stem of verbs to express a way to do that verb. In this usage, [75] is
read as [/H'/=] and the result becomes a noun. For example, [1T& 7] (L\EHV/Z) means, "the way
to go" or [BARF] (feXHfz)means, "the way to eat". This expression is probably what you want to
use when you want to ask how to do something.

Examples
1. FED (EFDMOFTRIH.
Do you know the way to go to Shinjuku?
2. TOLD (FAR(CK<TRK,

Eating in that way is not good for your body.

3. BEFD BERATINFEIN?
Can you teach me the way of writing kanji?

4, )\VI>D (F. HFARRH D TVWDBTL&L D,
Probably everybody knows the way to use PC's.

When verbs are transformed to this form, the result becomes a noun clause. Sometimes, this requires a
change of particles. For instance, while [47< ] usually involves a target (the [(C] or [/\] particle),
since 17751 is a noun clause, example 1 becomes [#TTEDITE75] instead of the familiar [$7
i R

5.8.4 Using [[CKDTI toexpress dependency

Vocabulary

1. A [0&] - person

2. 58 [[F7xU]) - story

3. S [BH - D] (u-verb) - to be different
4. Zg1 [& - B8] - season
5 Y (K72 - &D] - fruit
6. HLYLL) (i-adj) - tasty

7. 7&23 (u-verb) - to become
8

. &F90) (i-adj) - unpleasant
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9. {17 (M9 - Z] - Kazuko (first name)
10. SH [E&£ D] -today

1. 8RO [D - T] (u-verb) - to drink

12. 17< [LY - <] (u-verb) - to go

13. K& [7Zuy - &) - Daiki (first name)
14. &N - that

15. 4F [ - ] - Yuuko (first name)

When you want to say, "depending on [X]", you can do this in Japanese by simply attaching [(C&X>T)J
to [X].

Examples
1. ENED,
The story is different depending on the person.
2. RMEENULIRoED, FILKOEDT B,

Fruit becomes tasty or nasty depending on the season.

This is simply the te-form of [&2 1 as seen by the following simple exchange.

M+ : SEIFERHHATZ DN ?
Kazuko: Shall we go drinking today?

KEt: =NUE. BFICED1
Daiki: That depends on Yuuko.

5.8.5 Indicating a source of information using [(CX2 &

Vocabulary

1. X% [TA - &) - weather
2. PR (K - (FD] - forecast
3. 5H [& &3] -today

4. M [3p&] -rain

5. K [&E - T5] - friend
6. 35 [(Z7xU] - story
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7. BBF [&B - 2] - Tomoko (first name)
8. °> & -finally

9. IR—1 L > R - boyfriend

10. BDIFD [#H - DIFB] (ru-verb) - to find

Another expression using [& 2] is by using it with the target and the decided conditional &1 to
indicate a source of information. In English, this would translate to "according to [X]" where [(C&D &
is attached to [X].

Examples
1. . SHEMEZEDSL.
According to the weather forecast, | hear today is rain.
2. RED  BBFEPOER—ATL Y RZERDIFIZS UL,

According to a friend's story, it appears that Tomoko finally found a boyfriend.

5.9 Saying something is easy or difficulttodo  (~t9\,
~[C<WLY)

Vocabulary

—_—

. B3 [z - R3] (ru-verb) - to eat
LD (u-verb) - to talk

Z D - this (abbr. of D)

F [U] - character; hand-writing
#7xO [K - ] (u-verb) - to read
B35 - cocktail

E—JL - beer

BXE (D - T] (u-verb) - to drink
gE [\ - {°] - room

0\ [<5 - W] (i-adj) - dark

© © N o a ~ w0 DN
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. B3 [# - B] (ru-verb) - to see
CELUL (DD - LU (-adj) - difficult

N
N
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13. UL [A2& - LLY] (i-adj) - easy
14. {58 [H A - T2A] (na-adj) - simple
15. 8% (LD - L] (na-adj) - simple
16. €D - that (abbr. of E1ND)

17. B [(C<] - meat

This is a short easy lesson on how to transform verbs into adjectives describing whether that action is
easy or difficult to do. Basically, it consists of changing the verb into the stem and adding [¥23(\] for
easy and [(C< ()] for hard. The result then becomes a regular i-adjective. Pretty easy, huh?

Using [~t9 L)\, ~(C<L\] to describe easy and difficult actions

To describe an action as being easy, change the verb to the stem and add [¥297,\] . To describe
an action as being difficult, attach [(C<U\] to the stem.
Examples

1. BRSD - BRI ()
2. ULPARD - LeARD 5 UpARD([C<L

The result becomes a regular i-adjective.

Positive Negative

Non-Past B0 BAIC LR
Past BRIz | BRI Lo

Examples

1. SOFFTH <0
This hand-writing is hard to read.

2. AOFILIEE—=ILEKDERH™T L,
Cocktails are easier to drink than beer.

3. BBEAEN > TZDT. RlC<h ol
Since the room was dark, it was hard to see.

As an aside: Be careful with [R(C<U\] because [EfL\] is a rarely used adjective meaning, "ugly".
| wonder if it's just coincidence that "difficult to see" and "ugly" sound exactly the same?

Of course, you can always use some other grammatical structure that we have already learned to express

the same thing using appropriate adjectives suchas [Z LU\ . [BUWL] . [fFE] . [F5] .
etc. The following two sentences are essentially identical in meaning.
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1. TORIE o
That meat is hard to eat.
2. TOW= o

The thing of eating that meat is difficult.

5.9.1 Variations of [~(C<U\] with [~H/=0\] and [~D50\]

Vocabulary

—

. & [HN] - he; boyfriend

2. w3 [1O9 - 11B] (ru-verb) - to forget

3. B\ [HE - L) - T] - memories

4. Kt] [7zL) - ©D] (na-adj) - important

5. 93 (exception) - to do

6. &£CH-very

7. EUS [UA - UB] (ru-verb) - to believe

8. & [(F7xU] - story

9. &5 [FA - &3] -real

10. £ZD (BT - D] (u-verb) - to happen

1. F0U [ H5 - 0);2) D5 - L] (i-adj) - 1) spicy; 2) painful
12. BARSE [(C - (FA - Z] - Japanese (language)

13. O (K - )] (u-verb) - to read

14. F580HE [F -5 - H1 - B] - meeting arrangement

15. 3D [ - 1"B] (u-verb) - to understand
16. B [[E - L&) - location

The kanji for [(C< 0\ actually comes from [££0\] which can also be read as [H'/zU\] . As a result,
you can also add a voiced version [~#'z(\] as a verb suffix to express the same thing as [(C <
LV . TIZ< LY is more common for speaking while [/HY/z0\] is more suited for the written medium.
[(C<ULV\] tends to be used for physical actions while [/Y7=0\] is usually reserved for less physical
actions that don't actually require movement. However, there seems to be no hard rule on which is more
appropriate for a given verb so | suggest searching for both versions in google to ascertain the popularity
of a given combination. You should also always write the suffix in hiragana to prevent ambiguities in the
reading.
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Examples
1. BED BLHZANICLTWD,
| am treating importantly the hard to forget memories of and with him.
2. £TE I, AREICEZ B UL,

It's a very difficult to believe story but it seems (from hearsay) that it really happened.

Yet another, more coarse variation of stem + [(C<(\] istouse [D5UL\] instead which is a slightly
transformed version of [F(\] (D5L)). This is not to be confused with the same L)) (M5 W)Y),
which means spicy!

Examples
1. BAREEE 72NN
Man, Japanese is hard to read.
2. FEEDEER HRRIC LR TH,

Please don't pick a difficult to understand location for the meeting arrangement.

5.10 More negative verbs  (I2L\T. 9. ~A. &)

We already learned the most common type of negative verbs; the ones that end in [/2\\] . However,
there are couple more different types of negatives verbs. The ones you will find most useful are the first
two, which expresses an action that was done without having done another action. The others are fairly
obscure or useful only for very casual expressions. However, you will run into them if you learn Japanese
for a fair amount of time.

5.10.1 Doing something without doing something else

Vocabulary

1. BRD [z - XB] (ru-verb) - to eat

ED (13- B] (ru-verb) - to sleep

fil [7R(C/72A] - what

B ((&] - tooth

EEL [#H' - <] (u-verb) - to brush; to polish

Ay

FR [H'> - T3] - school

N o o &~ w b

17< [Ly - <] (u-verb) - to go
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8. & [Lw< - 7ZL\] - homework

9.
10.
1.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

9 D (exception) - to do

’¥% [Uw - &3] -class

1IEsHD (¥ - 3] (ru-verb) - to stop

7 [1) (ED; 2) M=) - 1) direction; side; 2) person; way of doing
L0 (i-adj) - good

& [BA - BU] -teacher

#H# [ - IZA] - consultation

C D - this (abbr. of Z1N®D)

B3 [& - 3] (u-verb) - to take

C & - event, matter

Hik3 [T - & - 3] (ru-verb) - to be able to do

# [HN] - he; boyfriend

=5 [LY- 3] (u-verb) - to say

1%3d [MX - B] (u-verb) - to go home

T AT - that sort of

&8 (& - (7] - alcohol

BXE (D - ] (u-verb) - to drink

HR (&S - TA] -naturally

Bo3hD [K D (- 53] (u-verb) - to get drunk
a8 [RNA - &3] - study

BK [&5 - 7ZU\] - Tokyo University (abbr. for [BRERKZ] )
AD [(FLy - B] (u-verb) - to enter

B3 [HE - D] (u-verb) - to think

Way back when, we learned how to express a sequence of actions and this worked fine for both positive
and negative verbs. For instance, the sentence "l didn't eat, and then | went to sleep" would become [E
N1&< TETz.] However, this sentence sounds a bit strange because eating doesn't have much to do
with sleeping. What we probably really want to say is that we went to sleep without eating. To express
this, we need to use a more generalized form of the negative request we covered at the very end of the
giving and receiving lesson. In other words, instead of substituting the last [UY] with [<TJ , we need
only append [T instead.
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Doing something without doing something else

To indicate an action that was done without doing another action, add [ TJ to the negative of the
action that was not done.

Example
BARD - B 5 BARRNT

Examples

1. [AEBNRVWTEFR U,
Went to sleep without eating anything.

2. WEENMINT, ZRICT OB VE LT
Went to school without brushing teeth (by accident).

3. BREZ UIRWT., FEECIT<DIFE. POHIAAVNK,
It's better to stop going to class without doing homework.

4. FELHEKURBRWT, TOREZTHEDZ &SRR,
You cannot take this class without consulting with teacher.

Hopefully not too difficult. Another way to express the exact same thing is to replace the last [73&()\]
part with [9°] . However, the two exception verbs [92%] and [<2&] become [E3F] and [C
3| respectively. It is also common to see this grammar combined with the target [(C] particle. This
version is more formal than [7XL\T] and is not used as much in regular conversations.

Doing something without doing something else

 Another way to indicate an action that was done without doing another action is to replace the [73
L\] part of the negative action that was not done with [3"] .
Examples

1. BRD - BRI 5 BRT
2. 17< = THVRVN - 1TV
* Exceptions:

1. 95 > 9
2. <B3->5_9
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Examples

1. (A6 JEoTULFo.
He went home without saying anything.

PARCIES! (CEARCHBZERD EHGARFOINNFT L.
Obviously, you're going to get drunk if you drink that much without eating anything.

3. fhod [CERKRICAND BRI,
| don't think you can get in Tokyo University without studying.

5.10.2 A casual masculine type of negative that ends in [ A

Vocabulary

—

. 9B (exception) - to do

%3 [ - 3] (exception) - to come

F F A - sorry (masculine)

I HEEA - sorry (polite)

B (UL - B] (u-verb) - to know

BEAN (A - < - UA] - Korean person
&g (19> - A - marriage

783 (u-verb) - to become

T AT - that sort of

© © ® N o o h~ w0 D

N

C & - event, matter
. & [#A7R] - everybody
. 5B [E& D] -today

IR
N =~

13. 17< [LY - <] (u-verb) - to go

Finally, we cover another type of negative that is used mostly by older men. Since [7&U\] is so long
and difficult to say (sarcasm), you can shorten it to just [A/] . However, you can't directly modify other
words in this form; in other words, you can't make it a modifying relative clause. In the same manner as
before, [ 331 becomes [FA] and [<3] becomes [ A though I've never heard orseen [Z
As] actually being used. If you have ever heard [ & Al and wondered what that meant, it's actually
an example of this grammar. Notice that [ & FE A is actually in polite negative form. Well, the
plain form would be [JZE/RL V] |, right? That further transforms to just [ 9 Al . The word brings up
an image of & U & A but that may be just me. Anyway, it's a male expression.
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A shorter way to say negative verbs

+ A shorter way to say a negative verb is to use [As] instead of [7R2L\] .
Example
Mo - 50— HS5A

* Exceptions:

1. 938 - BA
2. <B->_CAh

Examples

1. 9F A
Sorry.

2. BEINEBBURS TS A !
You must marry a Korean!

3. BARCEFEEA ]
| won't let you do such a thing!

You can even use this slang for past tense verbs by adding [H>7z] .

« B, SH1I7<2>T. M5A Dk,
| didn't know everybody was going today.

5.10.3 A classical negative verb that ends in [45]

Vocabulary

1. 93 (exception) - to do

X3 [< - B] (exception) - to come

D (UL - B] (u-verb) - to know

g2ELAN [hA - <+ UA] - Korean person
&g (19> - A - marriage

733 (u-verb) - to become

& (€ - F] - mock

N o o ~ w Db
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8. B (U - [FA] -exam

9. fal@ [7&A + MUN] - how many times
10. KBZ (Lo - (EL)] - failure

1. EBE [Uo - &) -actual

12. 217D [D - (78] (ru-verb) - to receive
13. BS [HBE - D] (u-verb) - to think

14. #E [(F> - D] -result

15. 3 [T - B] (ru-verb) - to come out

There is yet another version of the negative verb conjugation and it uses [#] instead of the [7R(\]
that attaches to the end of the verb. While this version of the negative conjugation is old-fashioned and
part of classical Japanese, you will still encounter it occasionally. In fact, | just saw this conjugation on a
sign at the train station today, so it's not too uncommon.

For any verb, you can replace [7&U\] with [&3] to getto an old-fashion sounding version of the
negative. Similar to the last section, [ 93] becomes [tHs] and [<B] becomes [Z&5] . You
may hear this grammar being used from older people or your friends if they want to bring back ye olde
days.

An old-fashioned way to say negative verbs

+ An old-fashioned way to say a negative verb isto use [&3] instead of [7&U\] .
Example
Mo —H5 — 5

* Exceptions:

1. —
2. —
Examples

1. BEIACHEBELTE !
You must not marry a Korean!

2. IREGERER (CAIE BRI LT, ERICFIFTHIZS FERMTT,
After having failed mock examination any number of times, a result | wouldn't have thought came
out when | actually tried taking the test.
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5.11 Hypothesizing and Concluding (DlF, ~&93B)

In this section, we're going to learn how to make hypotheses and reach conclusions using: [& 93]

and D] (FR).

5.11.1 Coming to a conclusion with [1D(7 ]

Vocabulary

—

. iR [1OlF] - meaning; reason; can be deduced
BEF [12% - 2] - Naoko (first name)

LK< 5 - how much

R5E [X U\ - ] - English (language)

heg [RA - & D] - study

9 D (exception) - to do

D&\ (i-adj) - skillful; delicious

123 (u-verb) - to become

© ©® N o o &~ W B

DED -in short

SR A

;2% [ - H°<] -language study

- =
= O

. BB (DS - B & <] - ability

N
N

. 33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

-
w

. &2 [Ly+. D] (u-verb) - to say

. K4l [UD - 1nuy] - discourtesy

. FEEE [Bw>S - < - ) - Chinese language
. 70 (K- ) (u-verb) - to read

. [L#F [03 - Z] - Hiroko (first name)

A A A A oA
o N oo o b

. & [1) 25;2) LNZ] - 1) one's own home; 2) house

-
©

. 47< [y - <] (u-verb) - to go

N
o

. Z & - event, matter

N
-

. —HBB [L\5 - B3] - Ichirou (first name)

N
N

. WiED (U - B&E - A - (differential and integral) calculus
. D (1D - 1'B] (u-verb) - to understand

N
w
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24. CZC -here

25. #ER (U - (FA] - exam

26. &% [Z5 - 1" <] - pass (as in an exam)
27. SE [T A - &) - this time; another time
28. &173 [F - (73] (ru-verb) - to lose

29. k3 [< - B] (exception) - to come

30. HE 58D (ru-verb) - to give up

The noun [1Dl7F] (ER) is a bit difficult to describe but it's defined as: "meaning; reason; can be deduced".
You can see how this word is used in the following mini-dialogue.

Example 1

Ef : W<BREZMELTE., DFELESRND,
Naoko: No matter how much | study, | don't become better at English.

DA DFED BFEILCE. BBAHDRVEWVDRM,
Jim: So basically, it that you don't have ability at language.

[ElaHE S AR

Naoko: How rude.

As you can see, Jim is concluding from what Naoko said that she must not have any skills at learning
languages. This is completely different from the explanatory [dD] , which is used to explain something
that may or may not be obvious. [1D(7F] isinstead used to draw conclusions that anyone might be able
to arrive at given certain information.

A very useful application of this grammar is to combine it with [7&(\] to indicate that there is no
reasonable conclusion. This allows some very useful expression like, "How in the world am | supposed
to know that?"

- HEEENFHD o
There's no way | can read Chinese. (lit: There is no reasoning for [me] to be able to read Chinese.)

Under the normal rules of grammar, we must have a particle for the noun [4D1F] in order to use it with
the verb but since this type of expression is used so often, the particle is often dropped to create just [~
DIFIRL] .
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Example 2

Bf : Lk FDORICITOIECEHD?
Naoko: Have you ever gone to Hiroko's house?

—EB: %D TUL&D,
Ichirou: There's no way | would have ever gone to her house, right?

Example 3

EF : WiED Eohd ?
Naoko: Do you understand (differential and integral) calculus?

—BB : DD K|
Ichirou: There's no way | would understand!

There is one thing to be careful of because [1D(F7&0L\] can also mean that something is very easy (lit:
requires no explanation). You can easily tell when this meaning is intended however, because it is used
in the same manner as an adjective.

« CCORERICEIRITDD(E 0
It's easy to pass the tests here.

Finally, although not as common, [#D(F] can also be used as a formal expression for saying that
something must or must not be done at all costs. This is simply a stronger and more formal version of
[~TIEULFIRUN] . This grammar is created by simply attaching [1DIF(C(EWLVMRULY] . The [(&]
is the topic particle and is pronounced [1D] . The reason [UL\F7RLV] changesto [ULYDVRLY] s
probably related to intransitive and transitive verbs but | don't want to get too caught up in the logistics of
it. Just take note thatit's [ULV//R0V] in this case and not [ULMT7RUN] |

1. SEZ&EITS o
This time, | must not lose at all costs.
2. CCEXCTETC. HEBhD o

After coming this far, | must not give up.

5.11.2 Making hypotheses with [ &9 3|

Vocabulary

1. 93 (exception) - to do
2. BAH [&U7z] - tomorrow
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17< (LY <] (u-verb) - to go

S [LWZF] - now

~K§ [~U] - counter for hours

&< [D - <] (u-verb) - to arrive
B [BE - D] (u-verb) - to think
#lE (A - v <] - spectator
0 [&A - H) - participation
5D - to receive

. WEE (O - AU - L] - victim

. 3EE [0 - U& D] - extreme

. ZU [E0WD - L] (na-ad)) - fortunate
14. FiCER (= - T - (FA] - breakfast
15. BRS [fz - RB] (ru-verb) - to eat

© © ® N o o »~ ©w

- A A =
w N -

16. £ - already

17. B [03] - afternoon

18. HIE [H - 7&H] - stomach

19. 22< [9 - <] (u-verb) - to become empty

While this next grammar doesn't necessarily have anything directly related to the previous grammar, |
thought it would fit nicely together. In a previous lesson, we learn how to combine the volitional form with
[&£9 D] toindicate an attempt to perform an action. We will now learn several other ways [~ 93]
can be used. It may help to keep in mind that [& 93] s really just a combination of the quotation
particle [ & ] andtheverb 3231 meaning "to do". Let's say you have a sentence: [verb]& 9 5. This
means literally that you are doing like "[verb]" (in quotes). As you can see, when used with the volitional,
it becomes: "Doing like making motion to do [verb]". In other words, you are acting as if to make a motion
to do [verb]. As we have already seen, this translates to "attempt to do [verb]". Let's see what happens
when we use it on plain verbs.

Examples

« BARI(C1T< o
Assume we go tomorrow.

The example above is considering what would happen supposing that they should decide to go tomorrow.
You can see that the literal translation "do like we go tomorrow" still makes sense. However, in this
situation, we are making a hypothesis unlike the grammar we have gone over before with the volitional
form of the verb. Since we are considering a hypothesis, it is reasonable to assume that the conditional
will be very handy here and indeed, you will often see sentences like the following:
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s ST & C IRICELERBVFET,
If we suppose that we go from now, | think we will arrive at 9:00.

As you can see, the verb [9 3] has been conjugated to the [7/=5] conditional form to consider
what would happen if you assume a certain case. You can also change [3 3] to the te-form (L)
and use it as a sequence of actions like so:

1. 8% Sl TE5 D1
Received favor of allowing to participate as spectator.

2. XEE . IEE(C=EWED T,

As a victim, was extremely fortunate.

3. BAIZIREZBANC . BOBENSEENZEWNZTLL D,
Even assuming that you ate breakfast, because it's already noon, you're probably hungry, right?

The same idea applies here as well. In example 1, you are doing like a "spectator" and doing like a
"victim" in example 2 and finally, doing like you ate breakfast in example 3. So you can see why the same
grammar applies for all these types of sentences because they all mean the same thing in Japanese
(minus the use of additional particles and various conjugations of [F3] ).

5.12 Expressing time-specific actions ((ND. EfcAll. &
M5, £<3)

In this lesson, we will go over various ways to express actions that take place in a certain time-frame. In
particular, we will learn how to say: 1) an action has just been completed, 2) an action is taken imme-
diately after another action took place, 3) an action occurs while another action is ongoing, and 4) one
continuously repeats an action.

5.12.1 Expressing what just happened with [~(X/HD |

Vocabulary

1. BRD [feX - B] (ru-verb) - to eat
2. §HFEA - sorry (polite)

3. 5 [LW&F] -now

4. HIE [EH - 78] - stomach

5. LD (L) - full

6. &0 - kilo
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7. &% [(EU + B] (u-verb) - to run
8. E\L\ [T - L] (i-ad)) - to a great extent
9. NS [DhH - NB] (ru-verb) - to get tired
10. 2X [1) ©7%;2) LNZ] - 1) one's own home; 2) house
1. 183 [MZ - B] (u-verb) - to go home
12. BZfR [0 - 2 - ([FA] -lunch
13. £D - already
14, 22< [9 - <] (u-verb) - to become empty
15. F =M - no way, you can't mean to say

16. #£=D [ - EB] (ru-verb) - to wake; to occur

This is a very useful grammar that is used to indicate that one has just finished doing something. For
instance, the first time | really wished | knew how to say something like this was when | wanted to politely
decline an invitation to eat because | had just eaten. To do this, take the past tense of verb that you want
to indicate as just being completed and add [(E/H0D ] . This is used with only the past tense of verbs
and is not to be confused with the T(d/D ] used with nouns to express amounts.

Just like the other type of [(E/H'D ] we have covered before, in slang, you can hear people use [(EX>

Ml instead of [(EMD] .

Using [(EH'D ] for actions just completed

+ To indicate that an action has ended just recently, take the past tense of the verb and add [ (&
D] .
Example: BARZD - BN/C - BARZED

» For casual speech, you can abbreviate [(EdH'0D | tojust [(EohH\]
Example: BAJZEND - BAREE-OH

You can treat the result as you would with any noun.
Positive Negative
BATZIEND (2) | Just ate BARTZ(END U720\ Didn't just eat

Examples

1. FHFRA. SEATZENDROT. BEHNVDENTT,
Sorry, but I'm full having just eaten.

2. 10 F0O0%E-CENDT, ZLENIZ.
| just ran 10 kilometers and am really tired.
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3. 5. &IC T9.
| got back home just now.

Here are some examples of the abbreviated version.

1. BZiREBANTZ RDIC. BOIBEMNZEN,
Despite the fact that | just ate lunch, I'm hungry already.

2. ¥FH. SEEE 12D ?
No way, did you wake up just now?

5.12.2 Express what occurred immediately after with [ &7ZA ]

Vocabulary

—_—

. AFD (& - 17B] (ru-verb) - to open
% (& - 3] (u-verb) - to take

&= [EF<&£] - window

& [(RC] - cat

BESN [& - 3\] (u-verb) - to jump
BRE [Z0) - Y] - movie

#25 [# - B] (ru-verb) - to watch
- L - bathroom; toilet

© © N o g ~ w0 BN

7< LY+ <] (u-verb) - to go
BRLY [(RE - L] (i-adj) - sleepy

- -
= O

. 183 (u-verb) - to become

Kind of as a supplement to [(E/H'D ] , we will cover one way to say something happened as soon as
something else occurs. To use this grammar, add [&7zA/] to the past tense of the first action that
happened. It is also common to add the [(C] target particle to indicate that specific point in time.
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Using [&7zA/] to describe what happened immediately after

Change the verb that happened first to the past tense and attach [&7cA ]l or [ETZAIC] .
Examples

1. HTS - B > BT EZA (0)
2. 5 - B/ s Bofzlic A (10)

[INote: You can only use this grammar for things that happen outside your control.

Examples

1. BTz STz, BABKA TV D T2,
As soon as | opened window, cat jumped out.

For many more examples, check these examples sentences from our old trusty WWWJDIC.
An important thing to realize is that you can only use this grammar for things that occur immediately after

something else and not for an action that you, yourself carry out. For instance, compare the following
two sentences.

« REZZHICETZAIC, BT CiTEE LI
(You carried out the action of going to the bathroom so this is not correct.)

s RBIZEICETZAIC, BDEL
(Since becoming sleepy is something that happened outside your control, this sentence is ok.)

5.12.3 Using [7&2/H'5] for two concurrent actions

Vocabulary

1. D [[ZU - B] (u-verb) - to run
. TLE-TV, television
. 813 [# - B] (ru-verb) - to watch

2
3
4. B [Lw < - 1ZU)] - homework
5. 93 (exception) - to do

6

B [BA - H'<] - music
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. &< [& - <] (u-verb) - to listen (e.g. to music);
CER (Ao - 23] - school

. < [%D - <] (u-verb) - to walk

. HFE [9 - E] (na-ad)) - likable

. #8F [0\ - T] - other party

A [TR(E/TRA] - what

. E5 [Ly- 3] (u-verb) - to say

. B (U - 3A] -oneself

. F 55 [E -6 - 5] -feeling

. D (1O - 1B] (u-verb) - to understand

. BRUWLY [(F - LULY] (i-adj) - desirable

. BIRB [fzA - 123B) - simply

. DIYEZE (na-adj) - selfish

. BS [HE - 3] (u-verb) - to think

. 7R FJ—> - popcorn

. BR3 [z - R3] (ru-verb) - to eat

. BRiE
. A&
. FHE

&<

[(ZU) - HY] - movie

(<5 - 3RX] -whistle

[T - NFH] - letter

(7 - <] (u-verb) - to write

Youcanuse [R5 ] to express that one action is taking place in conjunction with another action. To
use [72HY5] | you must change the first verb to the stem and append [73/AY5 ] . Though probably
rare, you can also attach [72/'5 ] to the negative of the verb to express the negative. This grammar
has no tense since it is determined by the second verb.

Using [72HY5] for concurrent actions

+ Change the first verb to the stem and append [7/2H'5 |

Example
ES -ED S EDLHS

» For the negative, attach [73h'5 |
Example
ED - ESRR - EBRVLIHS
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Examples
1. FLEZ . BEZID.
Do homework while watching TV.
2. B¥% . FBRNAS L OMMFE,
Like to walk to school while listening to music.
3. BF(CAB  BAOKIFSZNDN D TEULULDEERDOMNEFRIZ BN ?

Don't you think that wanting the other person to understand one's feelings while not saying anything
is just simply selfishness?

Notice that the sentence ends with the main verb just like it always does. This means that the main action
of the sentence is the verb that ends the clause. The [72/H'5] simply describes another action that is
also taking place. For example, if we switched the verbs in the first example to say, [f&@E%Z LIAH'5,
FLEXRES.] ,this changes the sentence to say, "Watch TV while doing homework." In other words,
the main action, in this case, becomes watching TV and the action of doing homework is describing an
action that is taking place at the same time.

The tense is controlled by the main verb so the verb used with [7&/H'5 ] cannot have a tense.

1. Ry TA—-2ZBRRAS., KRBz o
movie while eating popcorn.

2. INY T A= BANRNS, HEZ o
movie while eating popcorn.

3. A& ULINS, Filiz o
letter while whistling.

5.12.4 Using [73h'5 ] with state-of-being

Vocabulary

1. %2 [&A - RA] (na-adj) - unfortunate
B8Z [UA - (E3] (na-adj) - poor

t=E [L-Z&] -job

WD I(ELN - full

AD [(FLy - B] (u-verb) - to enter

SH [E &3] -today

7< (LY <] (u-verb) -to go

© N o 0o ~ 0 N

733 (u-verb) - to become
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9. &k [ZD - &w>S] (na-adj) - high class, high grade
10. /\wZJ - bag

1. ES [H - 3] (u-verb) - to buy

12. 1 [Hh'1N] - he; boyfriend

13. & [L&k - LA - L] - beginner

14. £ [UD - D& <] -actual ability

15. 0 - pro

16. ALC [$H7& - U] -same

\

A more advanced use of [/&H'5] s to use it with the implied state-of-being. In other words, you
can use it with nouns or adjectives to talk about what something is while something else. The implied
state-of-being means that you must not use the declarative [7Z] , you just attach [/&H'5] to the
noun or adjective. For example, a common way this grammar is used is to say, "While it's unfortunate,
something something..." In Japanese, this would become [3K:&/3/0'5 « - -]

You can also attach the inclusive [E] particleto [722'5] toget [7@AY5E] . This changes the
meaning from "while" to "even while".

Using [72MY5] or [72MY5E] with state-of-being

+ To say [X] is something while something else, attach [12M'5] to [X]
Example
BR - BRNS

+ To say [X] is something even while something else, attach [/&H'5H] to [X]
Example
BZ > BZH5H

Examples

1. 2NV FEVAD T, E&GN5. SHRIFTIFRBDEU,
While it's unfortunate, a lot of work came in and it became so that | can't go today.

2. BZaN'56. BRIy IzE>Bro iz,
Even while I'm poor, | ended up buying a high quality bag.

3. K. ¥ILEHNSE. EAFTOLAUE.
Even while he is a beginner, his actual skills are the same as a pro.
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5.12.5 To repeat something with reckless abandon using [F£< 3]

Vocabulary

—_—

- -
RN

© © ® N o o bk~ w0 DN

. Y3 (u-verb) - to do

4'—/\ - game

(3D (u-verb) - to get hooked
B (&L - EFA] - recent; lately
JXY > - computer, PC

£5 [DhH - 5] (u-verb) - to use
FAUF] - America

L\ (ru-verb) - to exist (animate)
B [&&] -time

1—= -cola

. B (D - B] (u-verb) - to drink

The WWWJDIC very succinctly defines the definition of this verb as a "verb suffix to indicate reckless
abandon to the activity". Unfortunately, it doesn't go on to tell you exactly how it's actually used. Actually,
there's not much to explain. You take the stem of the verb and simply attach &< 3] . However, since
this is a continuing activity, it is an enduring state unless you're going to do it in the future. This is a very
casual expression.

Using &< 3] for frequent actions

Change the first verb to the stem and append [E<D>TUL\B] .

Example

P33 -sPH SsPDFERHO>TLD

You can use all the normal conjugations you would expect with any other verb.

Positive Negative
Non-Past | T°PDFE<>TL\D PDFERLIDTULRLY
doing all the time don't do all the time
Past POFERLOTLE POERI>TLREMDTZ
did all the time didn't do all the time
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Examples
1. = ACEFE>BY» T &mx/\VI12% Ko
Having gotten hooked by games, | do nothing but use the computer lately.
2. PAUBICWERKEZO—-Z%= °

When | was in the US, | drank coke like all the time.

5.13 Leaving something the way itis (FZFE. > (E20L)

Up until now, we've mostly been talking about things that have happened or changed in the course of
events. We will now learn some simple grammar to express a lack of change.

5.13.1 Using [EZF] to express alack of change

Vocabulary

—

. T - this (abbr. of ZHD)

BUL [L3 - LL] (i-adj) - good (formal)
*5 [(FA - SA] - half

BARD [z - R3] (ru-verb) - to eat

1&TS [T - TB] (ru-verb) - to throw away
BKB [7Z&] - no good

UL\ (ru-verb) - to exist (animate)

SH [E&£ 3] -today

ARLWL (3 - LW (i-adj) - sad

ED - that (abbr. of E11MD)

© © ® N o g &~ W N

_—
—

. 1&8F > - &3] - appearance
. 2757 - club; nightclub
13. AD [(FL) - B] (u-verb) - to enter

—_
N

[EZE] , not to be confused with the childish expression for "mother" (¥ X), is a grammatical phrase
to express a lack of change in something. Grammatically, it is used just like a regular noun. You'll most
likely hear this grammar at a convenience store when you buy a very small item. Since store clerks use
super polite expressions and at lightening fast speeds, learning this one expression will help you out a
bit in advance. (Of course, upon showing a lack of comprehension, the person usually repeats the exact
same phrase... at the exact same speed.)
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Examples

« CD TELWTIH?
Is it ok this?

In other words, the clerk wants to know if you'll take it just like that or whether you want it in a small bag.
[EULLV] ,in case | haven't gone over it yet, is simply a very polite version of [L\\] . Notice that [
&1 grammatically works just like a regular noun which means, as usual, that you can modify it with verb
phrases or adjectives.

 FHUn THETEPIA !

You can't throw it out leaving it in that half-eaten condition!

Ok, the translation is very loose, but the idea is that it's in an unchanged state of being half-eaten and
you can't just throw that out.

Here's a good example | found googling around.
Hint: The UL &3] is the causative form of [LY&] meaning "let/make me exist".

- SHEFE TWHEBETEULLY,
For only today, | want you to let me stay in this sad condition.

Finally, just in case, here's an example of direct noun modification.

« €D TOSTICANIRNK,
You can't get in the club in that getup (without changing it).

5.13.2 Using [DI(3X72U] to leave something the way it is

Vocabulary

1. B9 [(E72 - 9] (u-verb) - to release; to set loose
<NB (ru-verb) - to give

(FDTZ5M T (u-verb) - to neglect

FLE - TV, television

7D (3 - (7B] (ru-verb) - to open

E£< [H - <] (u-verb) - to write

N o o ~ w Db

DI+ (ru-verb) - to attach; to turn on
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8.

9.
10.
1.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

F D (exception) - to do

BRNS (D - NB] (ru-verb) - to fall asleep
A [Dr&] - person

i#E (17> - 2D] - fairly, reasonably

UL\ (ru-verb) - to exist (animate)

& [F&] - window

1 [H] - mosquito

WD I(ELY - full

AD [(Euy - B] (u-verb) - to enter

L3E D (u-verb) - to do something by accident; to finish completely

The verb [%3 | meaning "to set loose", can be used in various ways in regards to leaving something
the way itis. For instance, a variation [5%> & <] is used when you want to say "Leave me alone". For
instance, you might use the command form of a request (<113) and say, [(FD>&EWLWTL< ! (Leave
me alone!). Yet another variant [(ED>7/Z5/H 3] means "to neglect".

The grammar | would like to discuss here is the [ (/XU ] suffix variant. You can attach this suffix to
the stem of any verb to describe the act of doing something and leaving it that way without changing it.
You can treat the combination like a regular noun.

Here's a link with more examples of this grammar. As you can see by the examples, this suffix carries a
nuance that the thing left alone is due to oversight or neglect. Here are the (simple) conjugation rules for
this grammar.

Using [2(&7RUL ] to complete an action and leave it that way

Take the stem of the verb and attach > (/U] .
Examples

1. HFS - RFF o E20
2. E< o FEF-F=oEF 2L

Examples

1.

FLEZDIT [ UICURIINIEIRNZV ARG, #EiBULD,

There exists a fair number of people who cannot sleep unless they turn on the TV and leave it that
way.

CEBEMNFETSBRUESTZOT. BV EVWADTUED T,
The window was left wide open so a lot of mosquitoes got in.
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Chapter 6

Advanced Topics

Whew! We've come a long way from learning the basic phonetic alphabet to covering almost all the
grammar you're going to need for daily conversations. But wait, we're not finished yet! In fact, things
are going to get even more challenging and interesting because, especially toward the latter part of this
section, we are going to learn grammar that only might come in handy. In my experience, the most
useful things are easiest to learn as they come up again and again. However, in order to completely
master a language, we also must work hard to conquer the bigger area of things that don't come up very
often and yet every native Japanese speaker instinctively understands. Believe it or not, even the more
obscure grammar will come up eventually leaving you wondering what it's supposed to mean. That's why
I bothered to learn them at least.

6.1 Formal Expressions (T&»3. T(d2L))

6.1.1 What do you mean by formal expressions?

So far we have learned casual, polite, and honorific/humble types of languages. So what do | mean by
formal expressions? | think we are all aware of the type of language | am talking about. We hear it in
speeches, read it in reports, and see it on documentaries. While discussing good writing style is beyond
the scope of this guide, we will go over some of the grammar that you will commonly find in this type of
language. Which is not to say that it won't appear in regular everyday speech. (Because it does.)

6.1.2 Using [Td&»3] for formal state-of-being

Vocabulary

1. FKEE [HOAHY - (FLY] -1 we
2. ¥ [RC] -cat
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. BB [12D - ] - Natsume (last name)

. A ('S - 8] - Souseki (first name)

. BEE [ - £hH - ] -leaving a decision to someone else
TR [O&D - U] -display

REY [CTA -5 - A D] - mixture, amalgam

. &5 [Uw - DL)\] -type, kind, category

. BAE Ly Uk D] - greater or equal

o © oo N o o »~ W

N

CE (UwA - "D LD] - pure material
EUD®BD [F-UDHS] (u-verb) - to mix together

-
N =

. & >+ LD] - pure material

13. o] [ZR(C/TRA] - what

We have already learned how to speak with your friends in casual speech, your superiors in polite speech,
and your customers in honorific / humble speech. We've learned /2] . [T9] . and [TZ&
L\E 9] to express a state-of-being for these different levels of politeness. There is one more type of
state-of-being that is primarily used to state facts in a neutral, official sounding manner- [Té& 3] . Just
like the others, you tack [Td53] on to the adjective or noun that represents the state.

Examples

- BE(E
| am a cat. (This is the title of a famous novel by 2 Bi#f)

Since I'm too lazy to look up facts, let's trot on over to the Japanese version of Wikipedia and look at
some random articles by clicking on [HENEERR] .

REW (CATDAD, mixture)& (F. 2 B EDOMMEINECDHO>TLNDIME o
(Wikipedia - SE&%, July 2004)
An amalgam is a mixture of two or more pure materials.

To give you an idea of how changing the [Td3& ] changes the tone, I've included some fake content
around that sentence.

1. BEWI] ?
EBEYE. 2 BN EOFMMBHNEL DH > TWLBMET,

2. BEME ?
EEYE. 2 BN EOMMBENEL DS > TWBME C I,
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3.

4.

EEYIE o
EEYE. 2 BAEMNU LOMMBIEL DH D> TWLIE
NEr=X7) ?

BEYE. 2 AU EOWMMENEL DS > TLIME

6.1.3 Negative of [TH3D]

Vocabulary

—

-
o

© ©®© N o g ~ w0 D

. 33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

ANDFE [B - 25 - AW] - unfair
=& [IFA - ] -language

8 [HhA - 72A) (na-ad)) - simple
N A% —- master

9 B (exception) - to do

C & - event, matter

Hi3k3 [T - & - 3] (ru-verb) - to be able to do

. F4E [ - EUY] - student

Because the negative of 3] is [72L)] , you might expect the opposite of [Td D] tobe [T
7XU\] . However, for some reason I'm not aware of, you need to insert the topic particle before [7R(\]
to get [TIERLY] .

Examples

1.

TENEALF TUL&LE DN,
Wouldn't you consider that to be unfair?

. SHEIEHEICNAY—TSEDZL °

Language is not something that can be mastered easily.
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Using [Td 3] to sound official

Example: 4 - F4& CH 5

Example: 4 — F4 ¢ (D720

Attach [Td 3] to the verb or adjective that the state-of-being applies to.

For the negative, attach [T(&7&0L\] to the verb or adjective that the state-of-being applies to.

For the past tense state-of-being, apply the regular past tenses of 63 |

Complete conjugation chart for [T3&3 ]

Positive

Negative

FETHD is student =24 C (272 L)is not student

¥4 CH oo | was student A ¢ (2700 D /-was not student

6.1.4 Sequential relative clauses in formal language

Vocabulary

—_—

. fBX [(F7& - U] - fireworks

NEE [ - <] - gunpowder

&£ [EA - L] - metal

WER [SA - £D] -fine powder
BED [F-E3] (ru-verb) - to mix
" [(BD] - object

X [O] -flame, light

1133 [D - (F3] (ru-verb) - to attach

©c © ® N o o h~ w0 DN

—

NAE [O - (7R] - spark
D EBLE [7zo - L] (u-verb) - to enjoy
. 7=& - for the sake/benefit of

-
w N -

. ¥R [E - F&£D - IR0 - company-internal

—_
N

. BA% [ - &% <] - customer, client

. T—% -data

-
(&)
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16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.

FIA [D - KD] -usage

9 D (exception) - to do

#% [H'N] - he; boyfriend

1773 (W< - X] - whereabouts

ARD [U5 - RB] (ru-verb) - to investigate

C & - event, matter

HkKD [T - & - B3] (ru-verb) - to be able to do

#E [3D - &3] -envelope

BEH [Lx»- UA] - photograph

B [F5 - FU\] - several sheets (flat objects)

AD [(ELY+ D) (u-verb) - to enter
FHE [T - BH] - letter

mAd [Z - ZXB] (ru-verb) - to garnish; to accompany (as a card does a gift)

Z D - this (abbr. of D)
71 -file

JVRJ— R - password

RE [B> - TL] - setting

< [O5 - <] (u-verb) - to open
~BR [~Z&U\] - on the occasion of
€M - that

AN [IEwS - D&<] -input
WE [UD - K3] - necessity

33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

In the Compound Sentence lesson, we learned how to use the te-form of verbs to express multiples
sequential actions in one sentence. This practice, however, is used only in regular everyday speech.
Formal speeches, narration, and written publications employ the verb stem instead of the te-form to
describe sequential actions. Particularly, newspaper articles, in the interest of brevity, always prefer verb
stems to the te-form.
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Examples

1. FEN (RN E. KEEEBOMKRZREECED(CNZ T BERIDONIEZZE LDTZHDED,
(Wikipedia - 16X, August 2004)
Fireworks are for the enjoyment of sparks created from combustion created by lighting up a mixture
of gunpowder and metal powder.

2. PEANOBEEST —YZFRAL. BOITHZRANRD T ENHRTZ,

Was able to investigate his whereabouts using the company's internal customer data.

Forthe [~TUL\3] forms, the stem becomes [~7TUL\] but because that doesn't fit very well into the
middle of a sentence, it is common to use the humble form of [L\3 ] which you will rememberis &
%] . This is simply so you can employ [#D ] to connect relative clauses instead of just (V] . It has
nothing to do with the humble aspect of [$3]

1. HEICIEEENER . FRARZ SN TS,
Several photos were inside the envelope, and a letter was attached.
2. CDIT7AIVICIFINR DT — RHERTE . FA<KBRICIEFENZEANTDIHNENSG D,

A password has been set on this file, and it needs to entered when opening.

6.2 Things that should be a certain way ((33°. X&F, X<,
KN59)

In this lesson, we'll learn how to express the way things are supposed depending on what we mean by
"supposed". While the first two grammar points [(&£39°] and [/~XZ] come up often and are quite
useful, you'll rarely ever encounter [RX< | or [ARM57F"] . You can safely skip those lessons unless
you are studying for the JLPT.

6.2.1 Using [(Z39 | to describe an expectation

Vocabulary

1. 3 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)
HEER [((C5 - &5 - U] - Sunday
aJgg [H - DD] (na-adj) - possible

2.

3.

4. HULYUL) (i-adj) - tasty

5 183 [MZ - D] (u-verb) - to go home
6.

#% [h"] - he; boyfriend
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THINGS THAT SHOULD BE A CERTAIN WAY

7.

8.

9.
10.
1.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

2l [FA - H'] - comic book

Y7 - mania

1 - this

~ 5 - pluralizing suffix

€D - already

288 [ A - 3] -everything

#7t [K - @] (u-verb) - to read

Z D - this (abbr. of M)

FHE [D &S - D] - cooking; cuisine; dish

£BIFD [Z - (FB] (ru-verb) - to burn, to be burned

Z£ 90\ (i-adj) - unpleasant

B2 [L\B - 1\AB] (na-ad)) - various
FE [K - TL] -plans, arrangement
9 D (exception) - to do

S [Z - &£U] -this year

LW [7Zz0 - LW (i-adj) - fun

1) XY X - Christmas

€D - (things are) that way

I8 [HhA - 72A) (na-ad)) - simple
B9 (128 - 9] (u-verb) - to correct, to fix
1aE (55 - &1 - ] - meeting
BB [FL) - Uw D] - every week
~Bf [~U] - counter for hours

1BFED [0 - £B] (u-verb) - to begin

The first grammar we will learn is [(&9"] , which is used to express something that was or is supposed
to be. You cantreat [(£3"] justlike a regular noun as it is usually attached to the adjective or verb that
is supposed to be or supposed to happen.

The only thing to be careful about here is expressing an expectation of something not happening. To do
this, you must use the negative existence verb [7&U\] to say that such an expectation does not exist.
This might be in the form of [~(Z9 7' 7R2LV] or [~(FF(E7R20LV] depending on which particle you
want to use. The negative conjugation [(X3"

a positive sense such as [~(Z3 U2\ 2] .

1 is really only used when you want to confirm in

305



6.2. THINGS THAT SHOULD BE A CERTAIN WAY CHAPTER 6. ADVANCED TOPICS

Using [(&3"] to describe an expectation

Use [(&9"] just like a regular noun to modify the expected thing
Examples

HEEBHD(Z 9 (noun)

AJEE/R(L 9 (na-adjective)

HULLWIET (i-adjective)

JEB(L 9 (verb)

> 0N =

For the case where you expect the negative, use the [72\\] verb for nonexistence

Example: |83 (49 — IgD(EIHV00

Examples
1. WFBEYZTIENS. INS5ZEIRE AT,
He has a mania for comic book(s) so | expect he read all these already.

2. CORBEENLWET TR BIF5ro T FIKBok.
This dish was expected to be tasty but it burned and became distasteful.

3. BAFELTHDINS., SEFEULWT AT ADIET,
Because various things have been planned out, | expect a fun Christmas this year.

4. TO[GEICEETD(ETHTE0K,
It's not supposed to be that easy to fix.

5. fIGBEBE2FENSIEEFS (3T U RWWTIMN?
This meeting is supposed to start every week at 2 o'clock, isn't it?

Here are more examples from the WWWJDIC. You may also want to check out the jeKai entry.

6.2.2 Using [XZ] to describe actions one should do

Vocabulary

—

Xt [Ho - 720V (na-adj) - absolutely, unconditionally
. 33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

. 5#0Y [D& - U] (i-adj) - strong

A W N

L [FL - Uk D] - recommendation
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F D (exception) - to do
1823 [9 - 3] (u-verb)-torub
175 [(BZ7% - D) (u-verb) - to conduct, to carry out

fil [72(C/72A] - what

© ®© N o o

85 [H - 3] (u-verb) - to buy

10. 81 [EX] - front; before

1. &XE [(FA - £D] -real

12. BE [UD + K3] - necessity

13. £5 - how

14. L) (i-adj) - good

15. EX D [hAH - ZB] (ru-verb) - to think

16. Hlx (=& - X] - example

17. [(<(Z] - country

18. ER [Z< - #AJ] - people, citizen

19. B9 (/== - 9] (u-verb) - to trick, to cheat, to deceive
20. B [HE - 3] (u-verb) - to think

21. JEEE [L - FA - U] - depositor

22. KF [HF - T] - large corporation

23. 47 [EA - 23] -bank

24. t83F [L) - T] - other party

25. B3 [& - B] (u-verb) - to take

26. sFir [Z - L& D] - litigation, lawsuit

27. ®2C9 [H - &9 (u-verb) - to cause, to wake someone
28. /—X -case

29. 143 [T - B] (ru-verb) - to come out

30. £RUT [EA - WD - 54 D] - Financial Services Agency
31. HEE [O - B - L] -victim

32. FFE [EFw > - =LV -relief, aid

33. 8% (WS - HA] - preference, priority, precedence
34. &Ft [FA - D3] -financing

35. BB [& - MMA] - institution
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36. IB3E [(FA - 2] -crime

37. BALE [(EFS - U] - prevention

38. i@t [E&D - M - strengthen

39. 189 [D72H' - 9] (u-verb) - to urge

40. #tr [(FA - IZA] - judgement, decision
41. #98 [ - V] - Asahi

42. #FiE (LA - SSA] - newspaper

[RZ] is averb suffix used to describe something that is supposed to be done. This suffix is commonly
defined as "should", however, one must realize that it cannot be used to make suggestions like the
sentence, "You should go to the doctor." If you use [/XZ] | it sounds more like, "You are supposed to
go to the doctor." [/XZ | has a much stronger tone and makes you sound like a know-it-all telling people
what to do. For making suggestions, it is customary to use the comparison 75/ \0\] grammar instead.
For this reason, this grammar is almost never used to directly tell someone what to do. Itis usually used in
reference to oneself where you can be as bossy as you want or in a neutral context where circumstances
dictate what is proper and what is not. One such example would be a sentence like, "We are supposed
to raise our kids properly with a good education."

Unlike the [(&9°] grammar, there is no expectation that something is going to happen. Rather, this
grammar describes what one should do in a given circumstance. In Japanese, you might define it as
meaning [#EXITERVA, BEREETNTLS] .

There is very little of grammatical interest. [/XZ] works just like a regular noun and so you can
conjugate itas [REU iRV . [ARZEFZD7z] |, and so on. The only thing to note here is that when
you're using it with [ 93] , the verb meaning "to do", you can optionally drop the [&] from [T 23X
&1 toproduce [FARZ] . You can do this with this verb only and it does not apply for any other verbs
even if the verb is written as [ 93] suchas [#83] , the verb meaning "to rub".

Using [/XZ ] for actions that should be done

Attach [RXZF] to the action that should be done
Examples

1. 175 - 175
2. 95593
For the generic "to do " verb [93] only, you can remove the [3]

Example: 9 54+X&E > 9
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6.2. THINGS THAT SHOULD BE A CERTAIN WAY

Examples

1. [AMZESHICAKRE (CHENE S ZE L z

Before buying something, one

2. IREDIEHTH>TH. BER%Z TI>HENWERD,

Even if it is, for example, for the country, | don't think the country's citizens

3. MEENAFRITZHFE O CGRAZECI T —ABHTED. T IREEDOE BT

BT, SRR (TIETER I SRD5R( b2 e 2 EHlr, (FAEFARE)

With cases coming out of depositors suing large banks, the Financial Services Agency decided it

think well on whether it's really necessary or not.

be deceived.

prioritize relief for victims and urge banks to strengthen measures for crime prevention.

6.2.3 Using

Vocabulary

—

. A A A A A A A A=
© oo N oo o0 b W N -~ O

© © N o g ~ w0 D

[X< ] to describe what one tries to do

ERR [(NA - K5 - 1FU)] - conjunctive form
By [(Fxo -
1w [ -

L] (i-adj) - fast; early
3] (u-verb) - to go home

#fm (Uw A - TF] - preparations

9D (exception) - to do
168D [(FU - B] (ru-verb) - to begin

B (b6
Htxs (T-

>] (u-verb) - to think

= - 3] (ru-verb) - to be able to do

75 [BT73 - 3] (u-verb) - to conduct, to carry out

. iER [U - (FA] - exam
. aig (25 -

. & [#A7R] - everybody

M <] - pass (as in an exam)

C—&ERm (Lo - L&D - [TA - U] - with utmost effort
. g (A -
.S ([CA -
. BB (EH -
PO el AR
RO [FE-
. KD -more

Z & D] -study

] - from now on

Zp < - TFE] - guest, customer
1] -interaction

<'5] - teller window, counter; point of contact

309



6.2. THINGS THAT SHOULD BE A CERTAIN WAY CHAPTER 6. ADVANCED TOPICS

20.
21.

(Uw> - UD] -fulfilled

ot
N

(LY - <] (u-verb) -to go
(& D&<] - effort
(FL) - B] (u-verb) - to go; to come (humble)

-\
ai

22.

N
hay

23.

W
N

Grammatically, [/X< | is really a conjunctive form ((EFEHZ) of [/XZ ] , similar to what the te-form does
to connect another phrase. However, what needs mentioning here is that by changing it into a conjunctive
and adding a predicate, the meaning of [/~X< ] changes from the ordinary meaning of [/XZ] . While
[XZE] describes a strong suggestion, changing it to [/X< ] allows you to describe what one did
in order to carry out that suggestion. Take a look that the following examples to see how the meaning
changes.

1. BLRINRE,
Should go home early.

2. BLEand, &EmzUiasrc.
In trying to go home early, started the preparations.

As we can see in this example, adding the [#fm%& Lig&H7Z] tells us what the subject did in order to
carry out the action he/she was supposed to do.In this way we can define [/X< | as meaning, "in order
to" or "in an effort to". Similarly, [/X< ] might mean the Japanese equivalentof L&D ERBRDT] or
[TEDKDIC] . Thisis a very seldom-used old-fashioned expression and is merely presented here to
completely cover all aspects of [RZF] .

Using [/X< | for actions that are attempted to be done

Attach /X< ] to the action that is attempted to be done
Examples

1. 175 - 175/.<
2. 95 >33 <
Same as [XZ] , you canremove the [&] forthe generic "todo"verb [93] only

Example: 35+ ~X< — /1<

Examples

1. SBRICEE T A<, B—ERan(CMRL TLD,
Everybody is studying very hard in an effort to pass the exam.
2. SBRERBBREOMBEOBALLT. LDFEEL COH<ALEBHUTEVNDERT
We are working from here in an effort to provide a enriched window for customer interaction.
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6.2.4 Using [X\/579"] to describe things one must not do

Vocabulary

1. KA [ - B A - 1FU] - imperfective form

112 [BT7% - 3] (u-verb) - to conduct, to carry out
9 D (exception) - to do

1= - garbage

$&TD [T - TB] (ru-verb) - to throw away

Z% [HA - FA) -safety

/& (€ - 5] - measures

=SB [T - B3] (ru-verb) - to forget

© N o 0o ~ w0 N

Moving on to yet another from of [ARZ]| is [/AXM57'] . This is undoubtedly related to the [3]
negative ending we learned in a previous section. However, it seems to be a conjugation of an old k%A
Rz of [XM5] . | have no idea what that means and you don't have to either. The only thing we need
to take away from this is that /X579 ] expresses the opposite meaning of [/XZ] as an action that
one must not do. | suppose the short and abrupt ending of the [3°] form makes this more useful for
laying out rules. In fact, searching around on google comes up with a bunch of XU - RXIN5F' ] or
"do's and don'ts". (/XU is an older form of /\Z, which | doubt you'll ever need.)

Using [RXM57"] for actions that must not be done

Attach [/XH59"| to the action that must not be done
Examples

1. 73 - T2 \W57
2. B -9 5T
Same as [XZE] , you canremove the [&] forthe generic "todo"verb [93] only

Example: 95+~ "H57 - I 05T

Examples

1. JZHETHI\NBY,
You must not throw away trash.

2. GEBEZCIO/NN5T,
You must not forget the safety measures.
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6.3 Expressing the minimum expectation (T&X. TI 5.
H3M)

In this section, we'll learn various ways to express the minimum expectation. This grammar is not used
as often as you might think as there are many situations where a simpler expression would sound more
natural, but you should still become familiar with it.

6.3.1 Using [(T)&X.] to describe the minimum requirement

Vocabulary

—

. (D720 - me; myself; |

Ft [Z - £E] - child

BARD [z - R3] (ru-verb) - to eat
17< [Ly - <] (u-verb)-to go

=5 (LY 3] (u-verb) - to say
70 (K - ] (u-verb) - to read
B [Lw < - 7Z0\] - homework

ZL\ [BF - L] (i-adj) - numerous

© © N o g & w0 D

- L - bathroom: toilet
B (O - DA -time

_—
= O

. 33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

. BE [H - Hh13] - money

A (IR 1RA) - what

. kB [T - & - B] (ru-verb) - to be able to do
. BAY [H - RA - &3] -box lunch

e G G
o o0 B~ W DN

. 8BS [M - 3] (u-verb) - to buy

N
~

. AT - you (slang)
. BEBA [5< + BA] (na-ad)) - easy

-
oo

. E&=> - vitamin
. 2R [IFA - &3] - health
. fREE [(F - Uk D] - guarantee

N N =~
- O O
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22. 95 (exception) - to do

23. B9 [U - SA] - oneself

24. &5 [HY°F - 5] - fault, error

25. B&HD [H&E - HB] (ru-verb) - to recognize, to acknowledge
26. BIFE [BA - 1Z20)] - problem

27. R [ - (3 D] - resolution

28. BRIE [E&D - N L& - textbook
29. o & -more

30. By A& - properly

31. LD (ru-verb) - to exist (animate)

32. &1% [Z5 - 1 <] - pass (as in an exam)
33. —& [D& - 2 &) -afewwords

34. <13 (ru-verb) - to give

35. Z A& - this sort of

36. & - event, matter

37. 723 (u-verb) - to become

In English, we might say, "not even close" to show that not even the minimum expectation has been met.
In Japanese, we can express this by attaching [&X ] to the object or verb that miserably failed to
reach what one would consider to be a bare minimum requirement. Conversely, you can also use the
same grammar in a positive sense to express something is all you need.

Using [(T)&X ] to describe the minimum requirement N

For nouns: Attach [&X] or [TT&X] tothe minimum requirement.
Examples
1. FA= =< - even me
2. Ft T == - even children
For verbs: Change the verb to the stem and attach [&X ] . For verbs in te-form, attach [&X ]
to [C/TJ.
Examples
BARS - BRE X
1IT< =178 17822
Eo(<Nd -S> a<nNsd
FA CULD - A CEAD

S A
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Examples

1. BENLITETT. bLICIT<ERR ol
There was so much homework, | didn't even have time to go to the bathroom.

2. BEADNE AITEHED K,

The least you need is money and you can do anything.

3. BAIBZEDIHER AN DI

| didn't even have money to buy lunch.

For nouns only, youcanadd [TJ] anduse [CT&X ] instead of just [ =X | . There are no grammatical
differences but it does sound a bit more emphatic.

1. Fh HENE, DATZICEEBATULEL D,

If even | can do it, it should be a breeze for you.

You can also attach [&X | to the stem of verbs to express a minimum action for a result. This is
usually followed up immediately by 93] to show that the minimum action is done (or not). If the verb
happens to be in a te-form, =X | can also be attached directly to the end ofthe [T] or [Tl of
the te-form.

1. EF=>% INE. BEMREIESNFEIT K.
If you just eat vitamins, your health will be guaranteed.
2. BBtz Ui, FERIFERRR UIRV K.
The problem won't be solved if you don't even recognize your own mistake, you know.
3. BRIBZEOEBPAL LWNIE. BB TSZDI(C,
If only | had read the textbook more properly, | could have passed.
4. —8 <NNIECARZ ECRBRM DT

If you only had said something things wouldn't have turned out like this.

6.3.2 [(T)9 5] -Olderversionof [(T)=x]

Vocabulary

1. # [HO7ZL] - me; myself; |

Ft [Z - £E] - child

Z D - this (abbr. of Z1D)

XF [TA - &U\] -genius

Bhd (1O - 7B] (u-verb) - to understand

o > v DN
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6. B3R [EA - 5& D] -nervousness

7. 93 (exception) - to do

8. 55> & -apeek

9. RS [ - D] (ru-verb) - to see

10. C & - event, matter

1. H3kD [T & - B] (ru-verb) - to be able to do
12. N [+ &] - person

13. EF [HA - U] - Kaniji

14. ;15 [U - D] (u-verb) - to know

15. &€ [BUL) - &] - student

16. LD (ru-verb) - to exist (animate)

[(T)9 5] is aolder variation of [(T)&X] thatis not as commonly used. It is essentially inter-
changeable with [(T)&X | except that it is generally used only with nouns.

[(T)9 5] is used in the same way as [(T)=Z ] for nouns

For nouns: Attach [95] or [TT9 5] tothe minimum requirement.
Examples

1. 34,9 5 - Even me
2. {9 5 - Even children

Examples
1. COXF DT T SO B/ENDTz,.
Even a genius such as myself couldn't solve it.

2. AFRRULIE T, 55O ERDT LT HHERFEATUR,

| was so nervous that | couldn't even take a quick peek.

3. TAl OFEFISMSBRWEREF. LWL TUL&!
There are no students that don't even know the [A] Kaniji!
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6.3.3 [H3H] -It's not even worth considering

Vocabulary

—_—

- A =
N =

© © ©®© N o o bk~ W N

. J@h (B3 - ] (na-adj) - foolish

EZF (A - U] - Kanji

OS5HYR - Hiragana

7t (K - @) (u-verb) - to read

5, (17> - CA] - marriage

~4 8 [~hH - (FD] - counter for span of month(s)

FE=ED [D- & - - D] (u-verb) - to go out with; to accompany
B (17> &&<] -eventually

BN3 [(HOH - NB] (ru-verb) - to separate; to break up

KZF [7Z0) - H'<] - college

. @R [25 - &3] - high school
. ¥ (2D F &£ D] -graduate
13.

9 D (exception) - to do

This grammar comes from the adjective [Z&/H'] which means to be foolish or stupid. However, in this
case, you're not making fun of something, rather by using [323hH'] , you can indicate that something
is so ridiculous that it's not even worth considering. In English, we might say something like, "Are you
kidding? | can't touch my knees much less do a full split!" In this example, the full split is so beyond the
person's abilities that it would be foolish to even consider it.

Examples

1.

2.

3.

BT (& . OBHREZFEDIRNKL |

Forget about Kanji, | can't even read Hiragana!

2] . 20 AfEES T BRINTULE S

We eventually broke up after going out two months much less get married.
REE BRI BREEURMNDTZ,

| didn't even graduate from high school much less college.

This grammar is rarely used and is primarily useful for JLPT level 1. The expression [EZA3h\] is far
more common and has a similar meaning. However, unlike [323/7'] which is used as an adjective,
[ &AM is attached directly to the noun, adjective, or verb.

1.

B . OBHRESZFDIRNKL |
Forget about Kaniji, | can't even read Hiragana!
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6.4 Showing signs of something (~H'%. (MDD, ~&H)

In this lesson, we'll learn various expressions involving how to describe people who are expressing them-
selves without words. For example, we'll learn how to say expressions in Japanese such as "They acted
as if they were saying goodbye," "He acted disgusted," and "She acts like she wants to go."

6.4.1 Showing outward signs of an emotion using [~H3 ]

Vocabulary

—

. Bk (U] (na-ad)) disagreeable; unpleasant

2. MLy (21 - W] (i-ad)) - scary

3. &BULY [D11 - LUV (i-ad)) - happy

4. By [1E - UL (i-adj) - embarrassing
5. By [(FX° - LY] (i-ad)) - fast; early

6. 93 (exception) - to do

7. 8 [12(C/72A)] - what

8. LD (ru-verb) - to exist (animate)

9. &z (MDD - U &K - she; girlfriend

10. 88 [ &) - morning

1. 829 [H - Z9] (u-verb) - to cause, to wake someone
12. 47 - type

13. D% - referring to one's in-group, i.e. company, etc.
14. 7 [Z - £E] -child

15. —)L - pool

16. AD [(&FL) - B] (u-verb) - to enter

17. A [D - B3] -reason

18. D (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

19. ARULY [(F - LLY] (i-ad)) - desirable

N
o

. Al —-curry
. BRD [z - RB] (ru-verb) - to eat

N DN
N =~

. Z& [1) ©%5;2) LLX] - 1) one's own home; 2) house
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23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.

13 [MX - B] (u-verb) - to go home
9 < -soon

JVVY > - computer, PC

£5 [Dh-
& [HA7TR] - everybody
AT - ltaly

17< (LY <] (u-verb) - to go
# [1D7zU] - me, myself, |
FE [K - TA] -budget

3] (u-verb) - to use

ES - how

&ETH - very

UL [T - LUV (i-adj) - suspicious; dubious; doubtful

£ [DF] - wife

J\wJ - bag

T AL - that sort of

E A - object (short for D)

85 [h - 3] (u-verb) - to buy

SR [(F] - meaning; reason; can be deduced

BRI UNRDE [(E - FHUMD - 2] - one who easily feels or acts embarrassed

EMNDE (ST - YD - 2] - one who easily feels cold
EMNDE (D - H'D - 2] - one who easily feels hot

=YY% - Minnesota
859 [< - 59] (u-verb) - to live
FL [D5 - L] (i-ad)) - harsh

The [~H'%] grammar is used when you want to make an observation about how someone is feeling.
This is simply an observation based on some type of sign(s). Therefore, you would not use it for your
own emotions since guessing about your own emotions is not necessary. This grammar can only be used
with adjectives so you can use this grammar to say, "He is acting scared," but you cannot say "He acted
surprised," because "to be surprised" is a verb in Japanese and not an adjective. This grammar is also

commonly used with a certain set of adjectives related to emotions such as: [##] .
AV

or [EMI'MULLY] .
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Using [~MH'3] for observing the emotions or feelings of others

For i-adjectives: Remove the last [U\] from the i-adjective and then attach [/H'3 ]
Example: il — /' 5
For na-adjectives: Attach [/)'%] to the end of the na-adjective

Example: & — B 5

All adjectives that are conjugated with [~7/'% ] become an u-verb

Positive Negative
Non-Past [iiaNes) [iyaEYANA
act scared not act scared
Past o7z LAYV Y -
acted scared didn't act scared

Examples

1. BL<ETCK MaZIe Lo Thamd?
Hurry up and come here. What are you acting all embarrassed for?

2. BREFHBRLRISNDIDZEN 1T T,
My girlfriend is the type to show dislike towards getting woken up early in the morning.

3. DEDOFHIET—ILICADDZBAERL NN D,
Our child acts afraid about entering a pool without any reason.

This grammar is also used to observe very frankly on what you think someone other than yourself wants.
This involves the adjective [ARUL U] for things one wants orthe [~7ZU\] conjugation for actions one
wants to do, which is essentially a verb conjugated to an i-adjective. This type of grammar is more suited
for things like narration in a story and is rarely used in this fashion for normal conversations because of
its impersonal style of observation. For casual conversations, it is more commontouse [TCTU& D
such asin, [HL—ZBAXZWTUL D.] . For polite conversations, it is normal to not make any
assumptions at all or to use the [K13] sentence ending suchasin [HL—ZBXZWTI M. or
[HL—ZBXIZUV\TT £13. ]

Examples

1. RIZ®oEH, I3/ ZENEN D,
(He) soon acts like wanting to use computer as soon as (he) gets home.

2. HAIRABITTITEZN D CHOARITE. DFETITITDINEDMIETHIRULL,
Everybody is acting like they want to go to Italy but it's suspicious whether | can go or not going by
my budget.
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3. E@ILAMTx bDN\yT%= ATZIFE. ZBAREBA. BRDIDIFIRVTLLD !
My wife was showing signs of wanting a Louis Vuitton bag but there's no way | can buy something
like that!

[~h'B] isalso used with [fE] to indicate a type of person that often feels a certain way such as
B MUMDE] (one who easily feels or acts embarrassed). [EHQDE] (one who easily feels
cold). or [EH'DE] (one who easily feels hot).

< T Zhn. SRVYYTESITDIEFEND.
I'm the type who easily gets cold and so living in Minnesota was painful.

6.4.2 Using [(EH'D] to act as if one might do something

Vocabulary

—

. &2 [Ly- 3] (u-verb) - to say

R—JL - ball

1RF (X< - (ED] - explosion

9 B (exception) - to do

258 [ < - 58] (u-verb) - to expand; to swell
& ATZ - you (slang)

% (DA - 1FU] - relation, relationship
33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

L (@ - U&] - she; girlfriend

# [H'N] - he; boyfriend

.\ [§ - U] -ignore

. ¥EH [EdD3] - yesterday

. I8l ([ FA - BN - quarrel

14. o] [IR(C/TRA) - what

©c © ® N o o k~ w0 N

= A A =
w N -

15. & ALY - E] (na-ad)) - coolness; calmness

16. B& [Hh'P] - face

We just learned how to observe the emotions and feelings of other by using [~/H31 with adjectives.
But what about verbs? Indeed, there is a separate grammar used to express the fact that someone else
looks like they are about to do something but actually does not. Similar to the [~/M3] grammar, this
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is usually not used in normal everyday conversations. | have seen it several times in books and novels
but have yet to hear this grammar in a conversation.

For the regular non-past, non-negative verb, you must first conjugate the verb to the negative ending with
[A/] , which was covered here. Then, you just attach (&0 ] to the end of the verb. For all other
conjugations, nothing else is necessary except to justadd [(EH'D] to the verb. The most common
verb used with this grammaris [E5] . Itis also usually used with the [(C] target particle attached
to the end of [(EHND] .

This grammar is completely different from the [(E/H'D ] used to express amounts and the [(EH'D ]
used to express the proximity of an action.

Using [(E&HD ] to indicate that one seems to want to do something

For present, non-negative: Conjugate the verb to the [A] negative form and attach [(E/H'D |
Example: 5 — S0 - EDA - EDAIEIHD

For all other tenses: Attach [(£/'D ] to the end of the verb

Example: ED/@H oz —» ENRAM DD

Summary of basic conjugations

Positive Negative
Non-Past | EDAIEHD ShRWVEMND

as if to say as if [she] doesn't say
Past SOEMND | EDIREh o ZERD
as if [she] said | as if [she] didn't say

Examples

1. IR=)LIFBREAEH DS, EBATWE
The ball was expanding as if it was going to explode.

2. [BAZEFEFRRWN] EEDAEND IR ZEmRL TULE,
She ignored him as if to say, "You have nothing to do with this."

3. EHDIBEETRIG =D/ D /zdn DI, FEIREEZ L TUL\D,
Has a calm face as if [he] didn't say anything during the fight yesterday.

6.4.3 Using [$< ] toindicate an atmosphere of a state

Vocabulary
1. 3 [72Z] - puzzle
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WwE [0+ H#D] - secret

R (O - (<] -irony

#1ZE [Z5 - &KD] - leaves changing color
1BFED [0 - £B] (u-verb) - to begin

9 DMD - completely

M [BE] - autumn

R (<S5 + Z] - air; atmosphere

123 (u-verb) - to become

© © ® N O O & O N

—

T ATE - that sort of
. B8 [hPB] -face
. 93 (exception) - to do

-
w N -

. DZFUL) (i-ad)) - skillful; delicious

—_
N

. 5B (8D - 8UL\] - explanation
. H3kS [T - & - B3] (ru-verb) - to be able to do

-
e O

. L\D%E - always

~
il

> [LY - D] (u-verb) - to say

-
oo

. ~7 [~H7z] - way of doing ~

-
O

. B [#HAR] - everybody

N
o

. Bk (L] (na-ad)) disagreeable; unpleasant

By now, you're probably thinking, "Ok, we've done adjectives and verbs. What about nouns?" As a matter
of fact, there is a similar grammar that is used usually for nouns and na-adjectives. It is used to indicate
that something is showing the signs of a certain state. Unlike the [~/% ] grammar, there is no action
that indicates anything; merely the atmosphere gives off the impression of the state. Just like the previous
grammar we learned in this section, this grammar has a list of commonly used nouns such as [3£] .
(#6251 . or [RZEAY] . This grammar is used by simply attaching [ <] to the noun or na-adjective.
The result then becomes a regular u-verb.
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Using < ] toindicate that one seems to want to do something

Attach [ <] to the noun or na-adjective. The result then becomes a regular u-verb.
Example: 5% — 54D <

Summary of basic conjugations

Positive Negative
Non-Past axsH < * SRR
puzzling atmosphere | not puzzling atmosphere
Past DL * RO DT
puzzled atmosphere | not puzzled atmosphere

*The negatives conjugations are theoretically possible but are not likely used. The most common usage
is the past tense.

Examples

1. FIEMRFED. IOoMDIUNDVZERICIRD TSI,
With the leaves starting to change color, the air came to become quite autumn like.

2. TAIREDVCEEZSNTE. DELHATERNK,
Even having that kind of puzzled look done to me, | can't explain it very well, you know.

3. WDEHAHWEEWAZLIZS, HFAREENISED XK,
You'll make everyone dislike you if you keep speaking with that ironic tone, you know.

For a whole slew of additional real world examples, check out the jeKai entry. It states that the grammar
can be used for adverbs and other parts of speech but none of the numerous examples show this and
even assuming it's possible, it's probably not practiced in reality.

6.5 Formal expressions of non-feasibility (~223%1#87/%
LY, DU ZEEBIR ~HMD)

We learned how to express feasibility in the section on the potential form quite a while ways back. In this
section, we'll learn some advanced and specialized ways to express certain types of feasibility or the lack
thereof. Like much of the grammar in the Advanced Section, the grammar covered here is mostly used
for written works and rarely used in regular speech.
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6.5.1 Expressing the inability to not do using [~&3ZF7/AL\]

Vocabulary

—_—

. 183 [X - B] (ru-verb) - to obtain
B [L) - &] -intention; aim; design
9D (exception) - to do

X3 [< - B] (exception) - to come
BRD [z - RB] (ru-verb) - to eat
17< (LY <] (u-verb) - to go

Z D - this (abbr. of M)

FLE -TV, television

Z1 - this

S © ® N o o & w N

N

B E [Ly- U& D] -greater or equal
. EqND (2 - N3] (ru-verb) - to break
CEOW (725 - LU (i-adj) - new

-
w N -

. 8BS [H - 3] (u-verb) - to buy

SN
N

. 9D & - the whole time, all along

—
o
o

i

2 [H' - FA] -tolerance; self-control

-
(o]
A=
>t
3

o

2 [U &S - fzL)] - situation
CEE [(E - Uy U] - dentist

-
co

. k3l [U&D - U] -superior; boss
. &8 [(F7RxU] - story
. < [& - <] (u-verb) - to ask; to listen

N N =
- O o

. £S5 U TH - by any means, no matter what

a9 [y - YY) - overseas

N
N

This grammar is used when there's something that just can't be helped and must be done. It is the
negative version of the grammar we previously covered for something that has to be done. It uses the
negative of the verb [4§2 ] or "obtain", to roughly mean that "one cannot obtain not doing of an action".
This means that you can't not do something even if you wanted to. As a result of the use of double
negatives, this grammar carries a slight suggestion that you really don't want to do it, but you have to
because it can't be helped. Really, the negative connotation is the only difference between this grammar
and the grammar we covered in this "have to" section. That, and the fact that this grammar is fancier and
more advanced.
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This grammar uses an archaic negative form of verbs that ends in [~2&3] . Itis really not used in
modern Japanese with the exception of this grammar and some expressions such as [EREX 3] .
The rules for conjugation are the same as the negative verbs, except this grammar attaches [&3]
instead. To reiterate, all you have to do is conjugate the verb to the negative form and then replace the
[72U\] with [23] . The two exception verbs are [9 3] which becomes 23] and [<3]
which becomes [ &3] . Finally, all that's left to be done is to attach [%Z15720\] to the verb. Itis
also not uncommon to use Hiragana instead of the Kaniji.

Using [~&237%1872\\] for actions that must be done

» To say that you can't not do something replace the [7XU\] part of the negative verb with &3 |
, then attach [Z1§73&0L\] to the end of the verb.
Examples

1. BD - BV 5 BRE D 5 BAREDZEN
2. 17< =5 ITHVRV 5 ITHED - THhEBZEA0)
* Exceptions:

1. 95 > D > BB EX0
2. KB > 2% > ZEBZEXRR

Examples

1. SOFLERTNULEENTZES. FILLDZEDE 57215720V
If this TV breaks even more, there's no choice but to buy a new one.

2. FDEHKEBULTEEN., CORBREEEREBFTAICTHNE 7520,
| tolerated it all this time but in this situation, | can't not go to the dentist.

3. LEIDEEZEIK & ED UL THEBSNCHIRZEEZ S 271520\ KDTT,
Hearing the story from the boss, it seems like | can't not go on a business trip overseas no matter
what.

6.5.2 Expressing the inability to stop doing something using [T°O%Z1E
A AY
Vocabulary

1. 1L [X2 - ] (u-verb) - to stop
2. {7 (U - h/z] - way, method

3. &3 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)
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4. L& DHR0) - it can't be helped, nothing can be done
5. 8% [X - 3] (ru-verb) - to obtain

6. M [U - W3] -reason; cause

7. Fe [T - DDE] - procedure, paperwork

8. END [H< - D] (ru-verb) - to be late

9. 9 [HVR5 - 3] - without exception, without fail
10. Ef& [A - 5<] - contact

11. T - this (abbr. of ZH1D)

12. £F [L-T&] -job

13. BRLULY [ET - L] (i-adj) - strict

14. g (&L - FA] -recent; lately

15. A=5% [ - (FL) - =] - recession, depression
16. FLL [B725 « LW (i-adj) - new

17. RDOMD [H - DHB] (u-verb) - to be found
18. RR& [U& D - 2] - situation

This grammar is very similar to the one we just learned above except that it uses the verb [1EZ&] to
say that one cannot obtain the stopping of something. Remember that we normally can't just attach the
[Z] direct object particle to verbs, so this is really a set expression. Just like the previous grammar
we learned, it is used to describe something that one is forced to do due to some circumstances. The
difference here is that this is a complete phrase, which can be used for a general situation that doesn't
involve any specific action. In other words, you're not actually forced to do something; rather it describes
a situation that cannot be helped. If you have already learned [{TtAM7R0N] or [U & DHR0LV] | this
grammar means pretty much the same thing. The difference lies in whether you want to say, "Looks like
we're stuck" vs "Due to circumstances beyond our control..."

Since this is a set expression, there are really no grammar points to discuss. You only need to take the
phrase and use it as you would any regular relative clause.

Examples

1. FHICKDFHEMENTTIHZS. I TEE TS0,
If the paperwork should be late due to uncontrollable circumstance, please make sure to contact
us.

2. SOHFFBELLWNDEINFEAN, REDAREX[TEIFHULWMESNREDNSIRAVDT
RRETT,
This job may be bad but because (I) can't find a new job due to the recent economic downturn, it's
a situation where nothing can be done.
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6.5.3 Expressing what cannot be done with [~/H7123 |

Vocabulary

—_—

. W33 (ru-verb) - to be unable to; to find difficult (unpleasant, awkward, painful) to do;
R&HD [= - B3] (ru-verb) - to decide

9D (exception) - to do

723 (u-verb) - to become

Z D - this (abbr. of ZHMD)

% ((E] - place, spot

540 & -alittle

FJZ - again

A& [X>- &] - separate

© © ® N o o bk~ w0 DN

N

=& (ML) - ZF] - meeting

BN
—_—

. 5%F3D [(BD -« 17B] (ru-verb) - to establish
. BN [Z - UA) - personal

CIEER [U&D - (E3] - information

-
w N

14. & [BD - X)) -disclosure; leakage

15. N [T - 0] (na-ad)) - speedy; prompt
16. Xt [72Ly - B3] - dealing with; support

17. FES [Nt - D] (u-verb) - to wish; to request
18. 329 [LV/z - 9] (u-verb) - to do (humble)

The meaning and usage of [/H133] is covered pretty well in this jeKai entry with plenty of examples.
While much of this is a repetition of what's written there, [/H12% ] is a ru-verb that is used as a suffix
to other verbs to express a person's inability, reluctance, or refusal to do something

[ ] is often used in the negative as [/Ma7&L\] to indicate that there is a possibility that the
verb in question might happen. As the jeKai entry mentions, this is usually in reference to something bad,
which you might express in English as, "there is a risk that..." or "there is a fear that..."

One important thing that the jeKai doesn't mention is how you would go about using this grammar. It's

not difficult and you may have already guessed from the example sentences that all you need to do is
just attach [H331 or [H1A7RLV] to the stem of the verb.
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Using [~H133] for things that cannot be done

+ To say that something cannot be done using [/H133 ] , change the verb to the stem and attach
(R3] .
Examples

1. RDS - ROHNAD
2. 35 > LHhRD

« [H133] isaru-verb so use the negative M 13780 \] to say that something (bad) might happen.
Examples

1. IRD - IADHRD - KO HMRIZEN
2. 935 - LD - LHAZeu

Examples

1. TOBTEE LD LADNNRETDT, FEHESEZRITELL D,
Since making a decision here is impossible, let's set up a separate meeting again.

2. COFRFTE. BANBHRNTRLHNR/ZVDT, RO HZBFEVNEUET,
At this rate, there is a possibility that personal information might leak so | request that this be dealt
with promptly.

6.6 Tendencies (~H'5. ~DD, E5L\WNH'HB)

In this lesson, we will go over various types of grammar that deal with tendencies. Like much of the
Advanced Section, all the grammar in this lesson are used mostly in written works and are generally not
used in conversational Japanese.

6.6.1 Saying something is prone to occur using [~/H'%5 ]

Vocabulary

—

. B3 [# - B] (ru-verb) - to see

2. 183 (u-verb) - to become

3. W& [k D - =] -disease; sickness
4

. HETE [Hh'< - TLY] - decision; settlement
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12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

S © ®» N o o

e [UA - &< -report; statement; filing a return
HERES (< - TL - LA - Z<] -final income tax return
=3 (1O - 11B] (ru-verb) - to forget

F#t [T - DDZ] - procedure, paperwork

G,

B3

<F (3797 - being away from home
ZEE [H - TUW\] - household

. R [LB] -dog

i (1] - cat

#1sH [F9 - 8] - recommendation
R [B5 - H1°] - father

& [#HATR] - everybody

e [UA - (E0V] - worry; concern
9 D (exception) - to do

This is arguably the most useful grammar in this lesson in terms of practically. By that, | mean that it's
the only grammar here that you might actually hear in a regular conversation though again, it is far more
common in a written context.

With this grammar, you can say that something is likely to occur by simply attaching [H'%5] to the stem
of the verb. While, [7'%5] is a suffix, it works in much same way as a noun or na-adjective. In other
words, the result becomes a description of something as being likely. This means that we can do things

like modifying nouns by attaching

[7&] and other things we're used to doing with na-adjectives. You

can also say that something is prone to be something by attaching [/H'%5] to the noun.

As the word "prone" suggest, [7'%5] is usually used for tendencies that are bad or undesirable.
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Using [~MH'%5] as a description of an action prone to occur

» For verbs: Attach [/'%5] to the stem of the verb.
Examples

1. B3 - BHt5
2. BD 51D S 1RDNE

» For nouns: Attach /%5 to the appropriate noun
Example: /5% — A=) 5

All adjectives that are conjugated with [~/%5] become a noun/na-adjective

Positive Negative
Non-Past ANV ANOPAESTURY YA
prone to become is not prone to become
Past RONBREoTZ ROMBECwIah oz
was prone to become was not prone to become

Examples

1. BEBRSECND ERFHEOOEDIS,
Filing income taxes is one of those processes that one is prone to forget.

2. BT ERIKEC(E. REDE. EOAMNHITIHTI,
For families that tend to be away from home, cats are recommended over dogs.

3. LRI 5T, HATIHLELL TULVD,
Father is prone to illness and everybody is worried.

For more examples, check out the WWWJDIC examples.

6.6.2 Describing an ongoing occurrence using [~D7D]

Vocabulary

1. L E - TV, television

2. B3 [ - 3] (ru-verb) - to see
3. D [1a - B] (ru-verb) - to sleep
4. BS [HE - D] (u-verb) - to think
5

. 123 (u-verb) - to become
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10.
1.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

—BE [BD - - KU] - hangover

BO Lz - ] (u-verb) - to feel pain

88 [»72ZF] - head

HEXD [BE - ZB) (ru-verb) - to hold something down; to grasp
- L - bathroom; toilet

AD [(FLY - B] (u-verb) - to enter

K [H5FZ] - body

L0 (i-adj) - good

i [0 - EA) -recent; lately

2 [HA - FA] -notat all (when used with negative)
EE) [DA - £3] -exercise

9 D (exception) - to do

ES [TA + Z] - electricity; (electric) light

2 [Huy - DA] - manufactured goods, product

¥R (&> - TAJ] - development; growth; advancement
DS (ru-verb) - to lead

J\— K5« X% - hard disk

B [£D - D& D] -capacity

F I XY - increasingly

REW [BB - =] (i-adj) - big

33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

% [LWF] - now

BHA [(C - (FA] - Japan

e [Lw>S - LA] - lifetime

ER [Z - £3] - employment

FIh [BA - 23] -long service

5] [U& - D] -order

FINFES [RA - 2D - Uk MND] - seniority system
=5 (L) 3] (u-verb) - to say

81T [MA - 23] - customary practice

NS (<39 - B3] (ru-verb) - to collapse; to crumble
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[DD] is a verb modifier that can be attached to the stem of verbs to express an ongoing occurrence.
Though the meaning stays essentially the same, there are essentially two ways to use this grammar. The
first is almost identical to the [~/XM5] grammar. You canuse [D7D] to describe an action that
is taking place while another action is ongoing. However, there are several major differences between
[DD] and [~72H'5] . First, the tone of D] is very different from that of [~7/2H'5] and
you would rarely, if ever, use it for regular everyday occurences. To go along with this, DD is more
appropriate for more literary or abstract actions such as those involving emotions or thoughts. Second,
[~7xH'5] is used to describe an auxiliary action that takes place while the main action is going on.
However, with [ DD , both actions have equal weight.

For example, it would sound very strange to say the following.

I P s B IAL!
(Sounds unnatural)

- FLEZ  BEeIAK!
Don't watch TV while sleeping!

The second way to use this grammar is to express the existence of a continuing process by using [
31 , the verb for existence. Everything is the same as before except that you attach 3] to [DD]
to produce [~DD3 3] . This is often used in magazine or newspaper articles to describe a certain
trend or tide.

Using [~D7D] to describe a repetitive occurrence

« To describe an ongoing action, attach [DD] to the stem of the verb.
Examples

1. RE3->R

2. B5 5 Bu) > By

+ To show the existence of a trend or tide, add &3] to [DD]
Example: 7&5 — 780D — 18D — 1&DDD

Examples

1. ZHBWTROER . bMLUIEADTZ,
Went into the bathroom while holding an aching head from a hangover.

2. RICKL<RR2WE . RE(FERES L TR,
While thinking it's bad for body, haven't exercised at all recently.

3. BEREMDEREICDONT., \—RFA RIDBERFFIFITAEKL o
Lead by the advancement of electronic products, hard disk drive capacities are becoming ever
larger.
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4. SOBAXRTE. REBERVPENFIEVSERBITH o
In today's Japan, hiring practices like life-time employment and age-based ranking are tending to
break down.

For more examples, check out the WWWJDIC examples.

6.6.3 Describing a negative tendency using 50U \H'% 3|

Vocabulary

—

. BUY [E5 - U] (na-adj) - distasteful, hateful
KFAE (LY - €A - UL D] - dependence; addiction
3 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

%\ (BB - L] (i-adj) - numerous

RZEHE [7Z0) - H°< - BL)] - college student
e (Le - &0 - U] - closing day; deadline
ETDED - at the last moment; just barely

B [Lw < - 7Z0\] - homework

>3 (u-verb) - to do

© © ® N o g k~ w0 D

—

J—5« >%J - coding

—_—
—

. FE [T - &) (na-adj) - likable; desirable
. FREE (DL - (ED - L) - developer
. B AL - properly

-
w N

14. 93 (exception) - to do

15. REF2 X2 b - document

16. Rk [=< - ©L)] - creation

17. +5 [Uw S - SA] - sufficient, adequate
18. A b - test

19. B3 [HZ7z - B] (u-verb) - to shirk

[E50\'B] is afixed expression used to describe a bad tendency or habit. | suspect that [&5
L\] here might have something to do with the word for hateful: [#&(\] . However, unlike [%H&(\]
which is a na-adjective, the [Z5U\] in this grammar functions as a noun. This is made plain by the
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fact thatthe [/'] particle comes right after [&50\] |, which is not allowed for adjectives. The rest of
the phrase is simply expressing the fact that the negative tendency exists.

Using [EZ50\1'%83 ] to describe a negative tendency \

« The [Z50)] in this grammar functions as a noun. [33] is simply the existence verb for
inanimate objects.
Example: IKFEDES5U\NH B,

Examples

1. ZLDORFLEER WIEHESTDETODET, BEZLSRVNESLNHD,
A lot of college students have a bad tendency of not doing their homework until just barely it's due
date.

2. =T+« 2OMFEREREEE. SrALURFIAS MR ETDRTANZRBD =500
HDd.
Developers that like coding have a bad tendency to neglect proper documents and adequate test-

ing.

6.7 Advanced Volitional (FL\, THADS. I"3D)

We learned in a previous lesson that the volitional form is used when one is set out to do something. In
this section, we're going to cover some other ways in which the volitional form is used, most notably, the
negative volitional form.

6.7.1 Negative Volitional

Vocabulary

1. B3 [# - B] (ru-verb) - to see
17< [Ly - <] (u-verb) - to go

9 B (exception) - to do

%3 [ - 3] (exception) - to come
733 (u-verb) - to become

#F [HBL) - T] - other party

& [(FA] - sword

N o o kw0 DN
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8.

9.
10.
1.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

EZEAN [12D - UA] - master, expert

€D - (things are) that way

I8 [HhA - 7=A) (na-ad)) - simple

D [H - D] (u-verb) - to win

T A7 - that sort of

| [ - 5] - unreasonable; excessive
FE [Lw - IZA] - method

iahd [HE - $B] (ru-verb) - to recognize, to acknowledge
ZD - that (abbr. of Z11D)

B [&E] -time

ALUT (17D UT] - by no means; decidedly
# [HN] - he; boyfriend

25 [d& - 3] (u-verb) - to meet

i [ZZ3] - heart; mind

AHD [E - $B] (ru-verb) - to decide

D - that (over there) (abbr. of &>11MD)

A [ &] - person

~[E [~&] - counter for number of times

IE [S52] -lie

< (u-verb) - to be attached

£5 [DhH - D] (u-verb) - to swear, to pledge
BAE [ UL7Z] - tomorrow

o83 (ru-verb) - to stop; to quit

A [(C<] - meat

BARD [z - R3] (ru-verb) - to eat

You may have seen the negative volitional form in a verb conjugation table and wondered, "What the
heck is that used for?" Well the answer is not much, or to put it more accurately, there are various ways
it can be used but almost all of them are extremely stiff and formal. In fact, it's so rare that | only found
one explanation in English on the web or anywhere else. (I also found this one in Japanese.)

The negative volitional is used to express negative intention. This means that there is a will for something
to not happen or that someone is set out to not do something. As a result, because one is trying not to
do something, it's probably not going to happen. Essentially, it is a very stiff and formal version of [T
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L&D and 72531 . While this form is practically never used in daily conversations, you might still
hear it in movies, etc.

Verbs are conjugated to the negative volitional by simply attaching [ &L\ ] to the verb. Another alternative
is to attach [&EL\] to the stem. The conjugation for the negative volitional is quite different from those
we are used to because it is always the last conjugation to apply even for the masu-form. There is no
way to conjugate [ZE(V] to the masu-form, you simply attach [ZL\] to the masu-form conjugation.

Using [3L\] to express a will to not do something

» For ru-verbs: Attach [ZFU\] to the stem.
Example: R-% - R

« For u-verbs: Attach [ZU\] to the end of the verb
Example: 17<

* Exceptions:

1. 98 - 9BFL or LEWL
2. KB - <K<3BFWN

« This conjugation must always come last. For masu-form, attach [Z(\] to the masu-form verb.
Example: 785 — 71820 — 182D —1XDFT

Examples

1. EFERIDEAZ., TOEEHEC(E o
Your opponent is a master of the sword. | doubt you can win so easily.

2. TARERRBFEE !
| won't approve of such an unreasonable method !

We already learned that you could use the volitional form to say "let's" and to express an attempt do
something. But that doesn't mean you can use the negative volitional to say "let's not" or "try not to".
The tone of this grammar is one of very strong determination to not do something, as you can see in the
following examples.

1. TDBBETIFRUTHEIC EITRDBTLVE,
Until that time, | had decided in my heart to not meet him by any means.
2. HONFE. ZELEE EEDZDTT,

That person had sworn to never lie again.

In order to express "let's not", you can use the verb, [1283%] with the regular volitional. In order to
express an effort to not do something, you canuse [KS(C 9B with the negative verb.
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1. BBHCIT<D%Z o
Let's not go tomorrow. (lit: Let's quit going tomorrow.)
2. NZBANIRL) o

Trying not to eat meat.

6.7.2 Using the volitional to express a lack of relation

Vocabulary

1. BRD [z - XB] (ru-verb) - to eat

2. 17< [Ly - <] (u-verb)-to go

3\ D - that guy (derogatory)

KZF [7Z0) - H'<] -college

AD [(FLy - B] (u-verb) - to enter

& [BN] - me; myself; | (masculine)
B (DA - 1FU] - relation, relationship
33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

B (U - DA -time

© © ©® N o o & ©w

N

&5 [d& - 3] (u-verb) - to match

-_—
—_—

.BICED [FE-(C-d - D) -tobeintime

N
N

. B [E0) - EA] -recent; lately

. I+ JLX - virus

. 87 [E&D - D& <] (na-adj) - powerful, strong
. 04>/ - program

A A A
o b W

. E1T [Uo - T3] -execute

-
N O

. 93 (exception) - to do

-
oo

. RX—= - page
. B3 [# - B] (ru-verb) - to see
. B [hA - BA] -infection

N =
o O

We will now learn a grammar that's actually practical for everyday use using the negative volitional gram-
mar. Basically, we can use both volitional and negative volitional forms to say it doesn't matter whether
something is going to happen or not. This is done by attaching [/7'] to both the volitional and the
negative volitional form of the verb that doesn't matter.
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Using the volitional to express a lack of relation

 Attach [#'] to the volitional and negative volitional form of the verb.
Examples

1. BRD - BRLED BREL 5 BREDHEARFL
2. 7< 517000 17<EL S TS50 <FEVD

Examples

1.

HBVWDNKRZICAS DN ADE0H, BEFREFRRVK,
Whether that guy is going to college or not, it has nothing to do with me.

BN S S0 B 50N, BICEHED UL,
Whether there is time or not, there's nothing to do but make it on time.

CREDDAIILAFEANT, TOTSLZFZITLUEDNLEVD R—ZSZRILITTHREIDS

LY.
The viruses lately have been strong and whether you run a program or not, | hear it will spread just
by looking at the page.

6.7.3 Using [C&»3>D] to express likelihood

Vocabulary

—_—

- a2 =

© © N o g ~ w0 D

. 33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

®EE [CA - I2A] (na-adj) - difficulty, distress

9 D (exception) - to do

51 [CA - ] - hereafter

~f [~HA] - counter for year

AR [[CA - IFA] -human

E® [(5&< - 8A] - confrontation

I8 [BA - 120V - problem

IEE (L&D - 8A] -front; facade

mEED (L& -3 - 3] (u-verb) - to face each other

. B5 [#Ih - 5] -forone's self
. R [ - (D] - resolution
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13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.

(FMD (u-verb) - to plan, to devise

T - that (abbr. of Z11MD)

J/J)\J - know-how

R [DE] - next

EZ [SA - & D] -industry

733 (u-verb) - to become

=Y - scenario

EZ22 [DMAN - ZB] (ru-verb) - to think
BEEBA - of course

L (B - & - T3] - number of students
A [IFA - Uk D] - decline, reduction

/7E [IFA - ] - present time

Z8 [ - M - course of study

5% (LA - €] - newly organized or established
BEZER (UL < - & & D - M) - occupational studies
S (&S - (FLy - T3] - reorganization

A [H - 7R0N] - within study course

1—A -course

oi®m [H0) - ANA) - reorganization

B (O - 72UV - period, era

&5 [d& - 3] (u-verb) - to match

Zx [NA - K] -reform

keHD [B& - $HB] (ru-verb) - to request; to seek

We already found out that the negative volitional can be used as kind of a formal version of [TU & D]
and 72331 . You may wonder, how would you do the same thing for the volitional? The answer is to
conjugate the verb [353 ] from the formal state-of-being [ T3] to the volitional to produce [T
A5] . Remember [TUL &S] can already be used as a polite form, so this form is even a step above
that in formality. We'll see what kind of language uses this form in the examples.
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Using [Td&33] to express likelihood

« Attach [TT&%2A3] tothe noun, adjective, or verb.
Examples

1. Rgt > ®E =5
2. 93 -59BCH5D

Examples

1. 5% 50 £, ABINEE I © CH5 OMRECEENSMmEED T, BoBRZEND DD, ZD
JIINDOWNRDEZEEIRDSF I AZEEZZZU\, (from www.jkokuryo.com)
| would like to directly approach problems that humans have likely encounter the next 50 years and
while devising solutions, take that knowledge and think about scenarios that will become the next
industry.

2. 553~ £V ORTE. FRIOMREIAL CH 5 ON, HEROHES PRI — XD
IR ETRHRICEDEZZEEN KD SN TUNDBIEI THD. (from www1.normanet.ne.jp)
Of course, setting up new courses of study will likely be difficult with this period of decreasing
student population but with reorganizations of occupational studies and courses within subjects,
there is supposed to be demand for reform fit for this period.

6.7.4 Using M55 ] as volitional for [L\] endings

Vocabulary

—

. 33 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

By [(FX2 - 0] (i-ad)) - fast; early

& AR - what kind of

Em (L&D - DA] - product

W b - net

BR5E [(FA - (EUY] - selling

55E [5D - &BIF] - amount sold, sales

RSB (D - U'B] (ru-verb) - to extend, to lengthen
=D [Ly+ D] (u-verb) - to say

(BED] - object

. EF [DA - £3] -exercise

© © ® N o o k~ w0 D

N
NS

BN
—

340


http://www.jkokuryo.com/papers/online/20020107.htm
http://www1.normanet.ne.jp/~ww100114/library/li-01.htm

CHAPTER 6. ADVANCED TOPICS 6.7. ADVANCED VOLITIONAL

12. 18D [0 - $HB] (ru-verb) - to begin
13. BL) [BZF - L] (i-adj) - late

14. B8R [IFA - 3] - health

15. LW (i-adj) - good

16. 1D [H* - 1DB] (u-verb) - to change
17. KB [Ew S - UD] - holiday, day off
18. T - this (abbr. of ZND)

19. BM&R (A - [FU\] - relation, relationship

We learned in the lesson about formal grammar that [TI(Z7&XL\] was the negative of T3] . So
how would we say something like [Td&23>51 but for the negative? The answer is to use yet another
type of volitional for negatives and i-adjectives used only in formal and literary contexts. You can think of
this grammar as a very old-fashioned version for i-adjectives and negative [U\] endings.

The conjugation rule is simple: remove the last [L\] and attach /351 . You can use it for negatives
and i-adjectives just like the [/ D>7z] past conjugation form.

Using 7351 to express volition for ()] endings

» Drop the last [UL\] and attach 351
Examples

1. TIERRV - TEEHMNSEDS
2. BLYS B35S

Examples
1. EAREBRTERY MCTIRFEI DT THRLEMBUDENDSED CIHENS D,
It's not necessarily the case that sales go up just by selling any type of product on the net.

2. BENZIRDDDMEN S OWENS S BERICVLIWVWEWLWDDIFEDDERF A,
Whether you start exercising early or late, the fact that it's good for your health doesn't change.

3. METH S SH 105 5M. COEFETEHBERRWVHTU,
Whether it's a holiday or not, it looks like it doesn't matter for this job.
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6.8 Covered by something (/2507 F£H1. 9 <)

This is a short lesson to cover several specialized expressions that describe the state of being covered
by something. Mostly, we will focus on the differences between [725(F] . [FEHN] and [F<&D] .

6.8.1

Using [/25(17] when an object is riddled everywhere with some-

thing

Vocabulary

—

2. 1= - garbage

3. 1& [(EZ D] -dust

4. Z D - this (abbr. of D)

5. R+ X> I - document

6. 2 [FA - FA] -notatall (when used with negative)
7. Z(C3ID [¥2< « (T - 1=D] (u-verb) - to be useful

8. #%F [IFL) - 7ZL)] - handheld (phone)

9. ~f [~1A] - counter for year

10. f£5 [DhH - 3] (u-verb) - to use

1. 45 [ - 3] -injury; scratch; scrape

12. 783 (u-verb) - to become

13. L E - TV, television

14. 5% A& - properly

15. #< [+ <] (u-verb) - to wipe; to dry

16. <113 (ru-verb) - to give

[7Z25F] s usually used when something is riddled everywhere.

. EhELY [ZE - BHY - L] - mistake

It generally carries a negative

connotation. As a result, you'll often see [/7Z25(F] used with expressions like [EHEWNVZESIF] , T
=/Z51F] ,or RIZSIT] . There is no conjugation rule to cover here, all you need to do is attach [/Z
5(7] tothe noun that is just all over the place. You should treat the result just like you would a regular

noun.
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Using [72517F] to describe the state of being riddled everywhere by something

 Attach [/Z25(7] to the noun that is covering the object or place
Examples

1. &L — fEELV/C 51T (riddled with mistakes)
2. I8 — I®R/Z 517 (riddled with dust)

Examples

1. SORFIAD MIEENZSITT, EREICIZIZIRV,
This document is just riddled with mistakes and is not useful at all.

2. EFZ 2FMEOTIES., BlEslT (TR,
After using cell phone for 2 years, it became covered with scratches.

"INotice how the [dD] particle is used to modify since [7Z5(F] functions like a noun.

1. SOEESITOFLEZRB» ALHWNWTIRL ?
Can you properly dust this TV completely covered in dust?

6.8.2 Using [&#11] to describe a covering

Vocabulary

—

BhELY [EF - BAY - L] - mistake

m [%] - blood

A [A5] -oail

= - garbage

# [HN] - he; boyfriend

123 (u-verb) - to become

B [<BF] -car

Z18 [Lw D - D] -repair

mBsEd (A - (E - B) (u-verb) - to try one's best

S © ® N O O & O N

—

Tz 7z - only, merely
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11. &0 - kilo

12. 3 [(FL - B] (u-verb) - to run

13. 7F [(BE] - sweat

14, 1BF7R0 7 - [1F7820Y] (i-adj) - shameful; deplorable

[£AHH] may seem very similarto [/Z25(F] but there are some very important subtle differences.
First, it's only used for actually physical objects so you can't say things like [fEELVEH41] like you
can with [7Z25(F] . Plus, you can only use it for things that literally cover the object. In other words,
you can't use it to mean "littered" or "riddled" like we have done with [7Z5(F] So you can use it for
things like liquids and dust, but you can't use it for things like scratches and garbage.

The grammatical rules are the same as 72517 ] .

Using [3&#H1] to describe a covering by sticking

« Like [72517F] ,you attach [ZFA+1] to the noun that is doing covering.
Examples

1. Il — MM=-7+1 (covered in blood)
2. 3H — =11 (covered in oil)

* You canonly use [ZE#11] for physical objects that literally covers the object.
Examples

1. BHELVE 11 (not a physical object)
2. == 411 (doesn't actually cover anything)

Examples

1. WIIHEANUTRDRNAS, BB (CERDF U,
While becoming covered in oil, he worked hard at fixing the car.

2. [zl 1FOZEDIEEIT T, iTEHTUTIRDDIFIBEITFIRN,
It's pitiful that one gets covered in sweat from running just 1 kilometer.

6.8.3 [3<&] toexpress entirety

Vocabulary

1. 2 [<A] -black
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. B [U3] -white

L0 (i-adj) - good

Z & - event, matter

A [17ZA - TzUN] - group
EF [E & RA] - last year
—a1—A-news

7% (u-verb) - to become

Z D - this (abbr. of M)

© © ® N o 0o k~ w0 DN

> 1T—7 - shake

1. BLYUL) (i-adj) - tasty

12. R&E [\ - £D3] - nutrition
13. 7=2 /3D -filled with

14. 4K [H57Z] - body

The [KE##K] dictionary describes exactly what [3°<& | means very well.

LB KUZNICHET BEQICAANT, ANSMEAFET,. ZNEMNDTHBICEARKRT, INT-Th
Do
[5F —DO=ELWOF] TuwhwaeE —] T2 — 0iRE] [#E —)

In other words, [9'<&] describes something that applies to the whole thing. For instance, if we were
talking about the human body, the expression "is [X] from head to toe" might be close to what 3" <& |
means.

In actuality, [9°<&] is an expression that is rarely used and usually with a color to describe people
completely dressed in that color. For example, you can see what 23 <& looks like via Google

Images.

Grammatically, [3°<&] works in exactly the same ways as [/25(F] and [FEHN] .

Using [9°<&] to describe something that applies to the whole thing

+ Attach [9°<&] to the noun that applies to the whole thing.
Examples

1. B->HBH9<&%
2. LMW E - LW ET LS

345


http://images.google.com/images?um=1&hl=en&client=firefox-a&rls=org.mozilla%3Aen-US%3Aofficial&q=%E9%BB%92%E3%81%9A%E3%81%8F%E3%82%81&btnG=Search+Images
http://images.google.com/images?um=1&hl=en&client=firefox-a&rls=org.mozilla%3Aen-US%3Aofficial&q=%E9%BB%92%E3%81%9A%E3%81%8F%E3%82%81&btnG=Search+Images

6.9. ADVANCED PROXIMITY OF ACTIONS CHAPTER 6. ADVANCED TOPICS

Examples

1. FHARIFEFE =1 —XICIRDTLV,
The organization dressed all in white was on the news last year.

2. 2O x—UlF BLLWLWUL. REZDADTHRICLWT IS, TI X
This shake is tasty and filled with nutrients, it's good for (your) body so it's entirely good things.

6.9 Advanced proximity of actions (D2 \H\, P&HY, Z(F
ANSY

In this section, we will be covering some advanced grammar that describe an action that takes place right
after something else has occurred. | suggest you look over this section if you are really serious about
completely mastering Japanese, or if you plan to take the level 1 JLPT exam, or if you enjoy reading a
lot of Japanese literature.

6.9.1 Using [H'2EL\H] to describe the instant something occurred

Vocabulary

—

. By [(EX° - W] (i-ad)) - fast; early

2. 5 [Ly- 3] (u-verb) - to say

3. &z (KD - U & - she; girlfriend

4. H® [E&D - Uw] - professor

5. & [IH'7z] -figure

6. 8% [H - B] (ru-verb)-to see

7. 8= [E&&5 - UD] -classroom

8. WlFHT [(C-(F 72+ F] (u-verb) - to run away
9. BRD [Jz - XB] (ru-verb) - to eat

10. O [< 5] - mouth

11. B [72h] - inside

12. DAL [(FD - D - Z - ] (u-verb) - to throw into

The phrase [HYE0VH'] is used to describe something that happened the instant something else
occurred.
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While very similar to the [ &/zA/(C] grammar, it has a strong emphasis on how soon one thing occurred
after another as if it's almost simultaneous. This grammar is rarely used outside of Japanese language
tests.

To use this grammar, you attach [/HY2U\H\] to the first verb, then you describe the event that happened
the next instant. While it's conventional to use the non-past tense (dictionary form) for the first verb, you
can also use the past tense. For example, you can say either [= S8\ or [E0/2AR0VN .
The curious thing about this grammar is that the [/'] particle comes right after the verb. Remember,
you can do this only with this specific grammatical phrase.

Using [M'EU N to describe what happened the instant something occurred

+ Attach [HY2EU\HV] to the non-past or past tense of the verb that just occurred

Examples
1. 83 - E3MELN
2. ES s Eolzc - E-xEHRULD

* You can only use this grammar only for events that are directly related.

* You can only use this grammar only for events that actually happened (past tense).

Examples

1. BEd, BEROEZZSDF 00 BENSKITH U,

The instant (she) saw the professor's figure, (she) ran away from the classroom.

2. [BRTHLD] E=EDHE0 ODHPR(CHEDIAAT,
The instant (he) said "let's try eating it", he threw (it) into his mouth.

3. [BRTHLD] E=2/2HFEVD, ADHRICHKDIAATS.,
The instant (he) said "let's try eating it", he threw (it) into his mouth.

6.9.2 Using [t>/1°>Z&1>] to describe what happened right after

Vocabulary

1. Buy [(FX> - L] (i-ad)) - fast; early
2. BE [0 - TL] -denial

3. B3 [ - B] (ru-verb) - to see
4. # [HO1ZL] - me, myself, |

5. B [h&] - face

347



6.9. ADVANCED PROXIMITY OF ACTIONS CHAPTER 6. ADVANCED TOPICS

A (IR 1RA) - what
. =2 [Ly- D] (u-verb) - to say
. 93 (exception) - to do
. BBE (&5 - UL D] -boarding

o © oo N O

10. 77F > X - announcement

1. ICXD [& - ZTXB] (ru-verb) - to be audible
12. B [HATR] - everybody

13. J'— b - gate

14. 75 (D] - direction, way

15. EODHT [(FL - D - 12 - 9] (u-verb) - to break into a run

The [Y2] or [{2Z&EY2] (2L \/AYD) phrase, when appended to a verb, is used to described something
that happened right after that verb. Its meaning is essential the same as [D'&U\H\] . It is also another
type of grammar that is not really used in regular conversational Japanese.

[Z5] (read here as [U\/R] )is a Kanji meaning "no" used in words like [Z&7E] . The literal meaning of
this grammar is "whether the action was taken or not". In order words, the second action is taken before
you even take the time to determine whether the first event really happened or not.

You can use this grammar by attaching [t2] or [Y>ZY>] to the dictionary form of the first verb that
occurred. Since this grammar is used for events that already have occurred, the second verb is usually
in the past tense. However, you can use the dictionary tense to indicate that the events happen regularly.

Using [{2/Y>Z1>] to describe what happened right after

+ Attach [¥2] or [Y2ZY°] (2L )\/A&) to the dictionary form of the first verb that occurred
Examples

1. BRd > R3©
2. B3 > B3PED

» This grammar is almost always used for events that actually happened (past tense).

» This grammar can be used with the present tense for regularly occurring events.

Examples

1. }hDEEZZ 57, AWEH D& U,
(He) tried to say something as soon as he saw my face.

348



CHAPTER 6. ADVANCED TOPICS 6.9. ADVANCED PROXIMITY OF ACTIONS

2. BROTVFIAN « BAIPT — bDANEDH U,

As soon as the announcement to board was audible, everybody started running toward the gate.

6.9.3 Using [Z(XH5] to describe an event that repeatedly occurs soon
after

Vocabulary

—

. Buy [(FX° - W] (i-ad)) - fast; early

7t (K - @] (u-verb) - to read

9 B (exception) - to do

Ft (2 - £FB] -child

#wbx [©3 - U] - cleaning

BS5Smd [5 - 5H9] (u-verb) - to scatter around; to leave untidy
D - already

HESED (ru-verb) - to give up

723 (u-verb) - to become

BRIE [E&£5 - D - U&] -textbook

. oD (19 - NB] (ru-verb) - to forget
.8 [(RA - E& D] - study

13. B3k [T - & - B] (ru-verb) - to be able to do

© © ® N o 0o k~ w0 D

- a4 =
N =

[Z(EM 5] is yet another grammar that describes an event that happens right after another. However,
unlike the expressions we have covered so far, [Z(EX/H5] implies that the events are a recurring
pattern. For example, you would use this grammar to express the fact that you just clean and clean your
room only for it to get dirty again soon after.

Besides this difference, the rules for using this expression are exactly the same as [/""82U\H\] and [T°&
o . Justattach [Z(EH5] to the dictionary form of the first verb that occurred. The past tense, though
rare, also appears to be acceptable. However, the event that immediately follows is usually expressed
with the non-past dictionary form because this grammar is used for repeated events and not a specific
event in the past.
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Using [Z(dM5] to describe an event that repeatedly occurs soon after

 Attach [Z(EH5] to the dictionary form of the first verb that occurred
Examples

1. 50 - ZHO<E 5
2.9 ->9Bdcldns

» This grammar implies that the events occur repeatedly.

Examples

1. FEMBR T S A Sl IS, E5bE 5ol
The child messes up (the room) [repeatedly] as soon as | clean so | already became wanting to
give up.

2. BREZ G AICTIENSENTUERDIDTHEEN TSR,
Forget [repeatedly] right after | read the textbook so | can't study.

6.10 Others (BUL\ET, i T5H. HIFK)

Hopefully, you've managed to get a good grasp of how grammar works in Japanese and how to use them
to communicate your thoughts in the Japanese way. In this final section, we'll be covering some left-over
grammar that | couldn't fit into a larger category.

6.10.1 Using [EUL\EY>] to describe something unexpected

Vocabulary

1. 85 [HE - 3] (u-verb) - to think

3 (u-verb) - to exist (inanimate)

B (03 - F] - daytime

e (B> - /2LV] (na-adj) - absolutely, unconditionally
AL [Z - B] (u-verb) - to become crowded

—A [00&D] -1 person; alone

N o o ~ w0 D

L\ (ru-verb) - to exist (animate)
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8. Z - this (abbr. of Z11MD)
9. LXKSZ -restaurant
10. ZL\ [T - V] (i-adj) - cheap
1. =51 [y - (FU] - accountant; bill
12. ¥ [HA - ZA] - 1,000 yen
13. AL [Ly - Uk D] - greater or equal

This is a grammar | learned out of a book and was surprised to actually hear it used in real life on a number
of occasions. You use this grammar when you think one thing, but much to your astonishment, things
actually turn out to be very different. You use it in the same way as you would express any thoughts, by
using the quotation &1 and TR S] . The only difference is that you use [RULVEY]  instead
of TS| . Thereisnotensein [BULVEX®] , or rather, since the results already went against your
expectations, the original thought is implicitly understood to be past tense.

Using [EUYEX2] to describe something unforeseen or unexpected

« Attach [FUVET2] to the thought using the quotation & ] .
Example: 2 — & —» HDEE L=

Examples
1. BREIZHSHEXA A TODS EENED, —ABULEI DT,

Despite having thought that it must be crowded since it was afternoon, (surprisingly) not a single
person was there.

2. COLARS>EZOEENED S5HE 5 FRMERZS !
Thought this restaurant would be cheap but (surprisingly) the bill was over 5,000 yen!

6.10.2 Using [~H'"T5S] to do two things at one time

Vocabulary

1. 8% [SA - (] - walk, stroll
. Y3 [D< - B] (u-verb) - to make

2

3. 4\ - tobacco; cigarettes

4. S [H - D] (u-verb) - to buy
5

. 17< Ly - <] (u-verb) - to go
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6. B ((Z< - D NA] - museum
7. B3 [ - B] (ru-verb) - to see

8. HLE [FH - #UF] - souvenir

9. DD - intention, plan

This rather formal and seldom-used grammar is used to indicate that two actions were done at the same
time. The nuance is a bit difference from [7/&/'5] in that some or all of the time spent on doing one
action was also used to do another action as an aside. Remember, [/2/M'5] is used to describe two
exactly concurrent actions.

The interesting thing about this grammar is that no verb is required. You can just attach it a noun, and
the verb "to do" is inferred. For instance, "while taking a stroll" can simply be expressed as [&{Z

1 . In the case where you want to employ a different verb, you also have the option of attaching [/H'
TS tothe stem similarto the [737%5] usage. In addition, the verb or noun that is accompanied by
[MT5] is the main action while the following action is the one done on the side.

Using [~H'"CT5] to do two things at one time

« Attach [/ T5] to the noun or verb stem of the main action. In case of a noun, the verb [T 3]
is inferred.
Examples

1. B - Bk
2. F3 - 1FD - 1ED

Examples

1. B AINOZEBWNICITEER LR,
While taking a stroll, | also used that time to buy cigarettes.

2. BYE= C. BLEZESDEDTY,
While seeing the museum, | plan to also use that time to buy souvenirs.

6.10.3 Using [~&IF< (FH])] to describe a bad result

Vocabulary

1. 24 [T - <] -in the end (after a long process); at last
2. IBEEE [(FA - D] - quarrel
3. EXD [MAN - ZB] (ru-verb) - to think
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FE1E [U - U& D] - circumstances

~Bf [~ - MA] - counter for span of hours

#HFD [H - (7B] (ru-verb) - to hang; to take (time, money)
B8 (€D - $UL)] - explanation

F D (exception) - to do

M8 [I2> - &<] -understanding; agreement

© © ©®© N o o &

10. 5D (u-verb) - to receive

1. &% [BA - BU)] -teacher

12. #85% [®€D - IZA) - consultation

13. IBZF [fzL) - K< - dropping out of school

14. C & - event, matter

[&1F< ] isagrammar used to describe a result, usually negative, that came about after a great deal
of effort. The rule for this grammar is very simple. You modify the verb or noun that was carried out
with 3517 < ] and then describe the final result that came about from that verb or noun. Because this
grammar is used to describe a result from an action already completed, it is used with the past tense of
the verb. [4|F<] is essentially treated the same as any noun. In other words, you would need the
[D] particle to modify another noun.

[T <DERT] is another stronger version of this grammar.

Using [~a|F< | to describe a final result

« Attach [351F <] to the verb or noun that created the end result ( [D] particle is required for
nouns)
Examples
1. [FAD - [FADDHIF <

2. BRTZ > BRIZHIT <

Examples

1. BBz 2 BEMNITHIALLZST <. MBLTESR AN DT,
(After a great deal of) explaining the circumstances for 2 hours, (in the end), couldn't receive un-
derstanding.

2. ZJELBEHKDOHIT < BREZ LW EICUTE
(After much) consulting with teacher, (in the end), decided on not dropping out of school.
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